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PREFACE 
 

 This volume presents the analytical report for World Population Prospects:  The 
2000 Revision, the official United Nations population estimates and projections. The 
analytical report is the third volume of a three-volume set; the earlier two published 
volumes provide the comprehensive tables1 and the sex and age distribution2 of the 
population of all countries of the world. 
 
 Two CD-Roms containing the results of the 2000 Revision population estimates 
and projections are also available for purchase. A description of the data sets contained in 
each and an order form appear at the end of this volume. 
 
 The 2000 Revision is the seventeenth round of global demographic estimates and 
projections undertaken by the Population Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat. Between 1951 and 1998, following an 
early attempt in the 1940s, 16 rounds of population estimates were published:  in 1951, 
1954, 1957, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1995, 1998 
and 2000. 
 
 Responsibility for this Revision rests with the Population Division. The 2000 
Revision was facilitated to a great extent, however, by close collaboration between the 
Population Division and the regional commissions and the specialized agencies. The 
Population Division is also grateful to the Statistics Division of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs for its continuing cooperation. 
 
 Selected parts of this Revision, as well as other population information, may be 
accessed on the Population Division world wide web site at www.unpopulation.org.  
 
 This publication has been issued without formal editing. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________ 
1World Population Prospects: The 2000 Revision, vol. I, Comprehensive Tables (United Nations publication, Sales 

No. E.01.XIII.8). 
2World Population Prospects: The 2000 Revision, vol. II, Sex and Age (United Nations publication, Sales No. 

E.01.XIII.9). 
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Explanatory notes 
 

 
Various symbols have been used in the tables throughout this report, as follows: 

 
Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported. 
An em dash (—) indicates that the amount is nil or negligible. 
A hyphen (-) indicates that the item is not applicable. 
A minus sign (-) before a figure indicates a decrease. 
A full stop (.) is used to indicate decimals. 
Years given refer to 1 July. 
Use of a hyphen (-) between years, for example, 1995-2000, signifies the full period 

involved, from 1 July of the beginning year to 1 July of the end year. 
 

Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding. 
 
Countries and areas are grouped geographically into six major areas:  Africa; Asia; Europe; Latin 

America and the Caribbean; Northern America; and Oceania.  These major areas are further divided 
geographically into 21 regions.  In addition, the regions are classified as belonging, for statistical 
convenience, to either of two general groups:  more developed or less developed.  The less developed 
regions include all regions of Africa, Asia (excluding Japan), Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia.  The more developed regions comprise Australia/New Zealand, 
Europe, Japan and Northern America. 

 
The group of least developed countries currently comprises 48 countries:  Afghanistan, Angola, 

Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, 
Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sudan, Togo, Tuvalu, Uganda, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Yemen and Zambia. 

 
The following abbreviations have been used: 
 

AIDS Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
CELADE Centro Latinoamericano de Demografia 
DHS Demographic and Health Survey 
Eurostat Statistical Office of the European Communities 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
HIV Human immunodeficiency virus 
KAP Knowledge and practice 
PAPCHILD Pan Arab Project for Child Development 
UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
WFS World Fertility Survey 
WHO World Health Organization 
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