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*  While free distribution of condoms exists in most
countries, many Governments acknowledge difficulties in
reaching target populations. Data on use of condoms for
contraceptive purposes indicate that in 50 countries, at least
5 per cent of women who are married or in union use con-

doms. Condom use exceeds 10 per cent in only 24 countries.

For additional information on the Population and
HIVIAIDS 2007 wall chart (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.08.XIII.9), please contact United Nations
Publications, Two UN Plaza, Room DC2-853, Dept.
PRES, New York, NY 10017 USA; tel. 1-800-253-9646
or 1-212-963-8302, fax: 1-212-963-3489, e-mail: publi-
cations@un.org. H

Urban Population, Development

and the Environment

n order to support the forty-first session of the Com-

mission on Population and Development, which

focused on the theme of population distribution,
urbanization, internal migration and development, the
United Nations Population Division/DESA issued a wall
chart entitled Urban Population, Development and the
Environment. For 228 countries and areas and 33 coun-
try aggregates, the wall chart presents information on the
percentage of land area occupied by urban settlements,
the total urban population and its growth rate, popula-
tion density in urban areas, the percentage of the urban
population living in slums, the percentage with access
to improved sanitation or water sources, energy use, per
capita carbon dioxide emissions, and motor vehicles in

use. Data refer to 2005 or the nearest possible year.

According to the data displayed in the wall chart,
in 2005, just under half of the world population lived
in urban areas. The world’s urban settlements occupy
only 2.7 per cent of the world’s land area. Europe, Latin
America and the Caribbean, Northern America and Oce-
ania are the most urbanized major areas, with over 70 per
cent of their respective populations living in urban areas.
Africa and Asia, being the least urbanized major areas,
are urbanizing more rapidly than the other major areas.
Africa, in particular, exhibits the world’s highest rates
of urban population growth, averaging 3.4 per cent per
year during 2000-2005. Population growth in the urban
areas of the less developed regions is projected to account

for a great majority (93 per cent) of the world’s overall
population growth between 2005 and 2030. In view of
this finding and because the population of the developed
regions is growing very slowly, the expansion of the total
world population over the coming decades will be largely
determined by population growth in the urban areas of

the less developed regions.

The living conditions of the urban population in the
less developed regions, as reflected by the percentage of
urban dwellers living in slums and the percentage with
access to an improved water source or improved sanita-
tion, are also documented in the wall chart. In 2005, an
estimated 37 per cent of the urban population in less
developed regions was living in slums. In the least devel-
oped countries, almost three quarters of the urban popu-
lation were slum dwellers. Globally, 170 million urban
dwellers (5 per cent) lack access to an improved water
supply and over 600 million (20 per cent) lack adequate
sanitation services. In Africa, 16 per cent of the urban
population lacks access to an improved water supply and
38 per cent lacks adequate sanitation.

In 2005, an estimated 37 per cent of the urban popu-
lation in the less developed regions was living in
slums. In the least developed countries, almost three
quarters of the urban population were slum dwellers.
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Rising demand for energy and transportation is asso-
ciated with economic growth and is essential for develop-
ment. However, the use of energy and transportation,
which is mostly concentrated in urban areas, has heavy
impacts on the environment. Energy generated by the
combustion of fossil fuels and biomass often results in
air pollution, with negative effects on the health of both
people and ecosystems, and ominous long-term conse-
quences for the world’s climate. On average, per capita
energy use in the more developed regions is five times
greater than in the less developed regions and more than
15 times greater than in the least developed countries.
Per capita emissions of carbon dioxide, the main gas
linked with global warming, are also considerably higher
in the more developed regions (11.9 metric tons per cap-

ita) than in the less developed regions (2.5 metric tons
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per capita) and are lowest in the least developed countries
(0.2 metric tons per capita). Similarly, the number of
motor vehicles per capita is more than 12 times higher

in the more developed regions than in the less developed
regions. However, much of the future growth in energy
demand and in motor vehicle use is expected to occur in
the less developed regions, both because of population

growth and rising incomes.

For additional information on the Urban Population,
Development and the Environment wall chart (United Na-
tions publication, Sales No. E.08.XIIL.7), please contact
United Nations Publications, Two UN Plaza, Room
DC2-853, Dept. PRES, New York, NY 10017 USA; tel.
1-800-253-9646 or 1-212-963-8302, fax: 1-212-963-
3489, e-mail: publications@un.org. W

Rural Population, Development

and the Environment

he wall chart entitled Rural Population, Develop-

ment and the Environment is the companion of

that focusing on the urban population. It was
prepared by the United Nations Population Division/
DESA to provide information to the forty-first session
of the Commission on Population and Development
which discussed the topic of population distribution,
urbanization, internal migration and development. For
the 228 countries and areas that constitute the world and
33 country aggregates, the wall chart provides informa-
tion on the rural population and its growth rate, the
percentage of land area occupied by cropland and for-
ests, the percentage of cropland area that is irrigated, the
percentage of rural population with access to improved
sanitation and water sources, agricultural labour density,

energy use and fertilizer use, among other indicators.

The wall chart shows that in 2005, 3.4 billion per-
sons, slightly over half of the world population, lived in

rural areas. Two major areas, Africa and Asia, accounted

for almost 90 per cent of the world’s rural population.
India and China alone accounted for 47 per cent of the
world’s rural population. Globally, the rural population
is growing slowly, and it is declining in all major areas
except Africa and Oceania. The rural population of the
less developed regions is projected to reach a maximum
of 3.2 billion by 2020 and then to start a slow and pro-
longed decline.

Rural inhabitants have much poorer access to ba-
sic services than urban dwellers. About 85 per cent of
persons who lack access to improved water sources live
in rural areas, as do approximately 75 per cent of those
without access to adequate sanitation. Globally, about
940 million rural dwellers (28 per cent) lack access to
an improved water supply and 2 billion (62 per cent)
lack adequate sanitation services. In the least developed
countries, half of the rural population lacks access to an
improved water supply and more than two thirds lack

adequate sanitation.
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Rural inhabitants have much poorer access to basic
services than urban dwellers. About 85 per cent of
persons who lack access to improved water sources

live in rural areas, as do approximately 75 per cent of
those without access to adequate sanitation.

Currently, 12 per cent of the global land area is oc-
cupied by cropland and an additional 26 per cent by
permanent pastures. On average, the share of cropland
differs only slightly between the more and the less devel-
oped regions, while in the least developed countries the
average share (8 per cent) is lower. Irrigated agricultural
land comprises less than one-fifth of the total cropped
area of the world but produces about two-fifths of the
world’s food. Irrigation also accounts for about 70 per
cent of global water withdrawals. The proportion of
cropland equipped for irrigation is particularly high in
Asia, especially Eastern Asia, where almost half of crop-
land is irrigated.

Forests cover nearly one third of the Earth’s land
surface. During 2000-2005, deforestation, caused mainly
by the conversion of forests into agricultural land, has
continued at a rapid pace, with some 130,000 km? of
forested land cleared every year—an area about the size

of Bangladesh. However, as a result of replanting and

New release

natural forest growth in some areas, the net loss has been
less: about 73,000 km? annually. The pace of net for-

est loss is estimated to have decreased slightly since the
1990s and in some major areas it has stabilized (Asia) or
there has been a net gain in forested land (Europe and
Northern America). The major areas experiencing the

greatest recent losses of forest area are Africa and Latin

America and the Caribbean.

In general, agricultural labour intensity and the
economic share of agriculture are inversely correlated
with income and economic growth. Currently, agricul-
ture contributes only 3 per cent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) generated in the more developed regions
and 12 per cent of the GDP in the less developed re-
gions, where agricultural labour intensity is also higher.
In the least developed countries, the share of agriculture
in GDP is higher, at 26 per cent. In some countries in
Africa, agriculture accounts for over half of GDP.

For additional information on the Rural Population,
Development and the Environment wall chart (United Na-
tions publication, Sales No. E.08XIII.10), please contact
United Nations Publications, Two UN Plaza, Room
DC2-853, Dept. PRES, New York, NY 10017 USA; tel.
1-800-253-9646 or 1-212-963-8302, fax: 1-212-963-
3489, e-mail: publications@un.org. W

World Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision

he United Nations Population Division/DESA

has been preparing the official population

estimates and projections of the United Na-
tions since 1951. The 2006 Revision of World Population
Prospects is the twentieth round of such projections. The

two volumes containing the detailed results of the 2006
Revision have been released. The first volume, entitled
Comprehensive Tables, presents a time series of major
demographic indicators for each country in the form of
country profiles as well as tables displaying the values of
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each indicator from 1950 to 2050 at five-year intervals.
The second volume, entitled Sex and Age Distribution of
the World Population, presents a time series of data on

the population of each country classified by five-year age
group and sex for every year ending in zero or five from
1950 to 2050. In both volumes, the results of three dif-
ferent projection variants, namely, the high, medium and
low variants, are presented for the period 2005-2050.
Volume I also presents the results of the constant-fertility

variant.

Both volumes present population estimates and pro-
jections for the world as a whole and the major develop-
ment groups, followed by each of the major areas and
regions of the world. Country profiles are produced for
the 195 countries or areas whose population in 2007 was
estimated to be at least 100,000 inhabitants. Both vol-
umes include an executive summary and a description of
the assumptions underlying each of the variants prepared
for the 2006 Revision, all presented in the six official
languages of the United Nations.

The main results of the 2006 Revision can be con-
sulted on an interactive database accessible at the Popula-
tion Division’s website (www.unpopulation.org). A wall
chart displaying population estimates for 2007 and the
medium variant projections for 2020 and 2050 for all
countries of the world as well as selected demographic in-
dicators for the period 2005-2010 has also been issued.

In addition, the full results of the 2006 Revision are
released on two CD-ROMs: one containing the Com-
prehensive Dataset and the other containing the Extend-
ed Dataset. Both CD-ROMs contain estimates and pro-
jections of the populations of every country of the world
by five-year age group and sex for every year multiple of
five from 1950 to 2050 as well as a set of demographic
indicators covering the same period. Data for 1950-2005
are estimates and those for later years are projections.
The demographic indicators presented include the total
number of births and the total number of deaths for

every five-year period; the net number of migrants per
y year p g p
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five-year period; the respective crude birth rates, death
rates and net migration rates; the life expectancy at birth
by sex; infant mortality and under-five mortality; total
fertility, the net reproduction rate and the population
growth rate; and the median age of the population. The

data are presented using two formats: Excel and comma-

delimited ASCII.

The Comprehensive Dataset contains the set of
population estimates and projections and correspond-
ing indicators for nine projection variants. The first four
variants differ among each other only in the projected
future course of fertility. They are the low, medium, high
and constant fertility variants. Results are also presented
for the instant-replacement variant (in which fertility
remains at replacement level during the whole projec-
tion period), the zero-migration variant, the constant-
mortality variant, and a variant in which both mortality
and fertility remain constant over the projection period.
In addition, the results of three AIDS scenarios are in-
cluded. These scenarios are called No-AIDS, High-AIDS
and AIDS-vaccine indicating that, in the first, popula-
tions are calculated assuming that AIDS never existed; in
the second, a higher level of HIV prevalence is projected
than in the medium variant; and in the third, the chanc-
es of contracting HIV drop to zero starting in 2010, an
outcome consistent with the assumption that an effective
vaccine against HIV infection becomes available. The
results of the three AIDS scenarios and the previous four
variants are not included in the publications on the 2006

Revision.

The Extended Dataset contains, in addition to all the
data in the Comprehensive Dataset, population figures
by single calendar year and single age group for 1950-
2050. This CD-ROM also provides interpolated demo-
graphic indicators for single calendar years, including
total numbers of births and deaths, their respective crude
birth and death rates, life expectancy at birth by sex,
infant mortality, under-five mortality, survivors to age 1
and total fertility. Other indicators included are: the ur-
ban population, the population density and interpolated
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populations by broad age groups and sex together with

their percentage age distributions and sex ratios.

Both CD-ROMs contain data for 229 countries and
areas, 33 country aggregates, including the world as a
whole, the more and the less developed regions, and the
major areas. For the AIDS scenarios, special aggregations
by region and HIV prevalence level in 2005 are present-
ed for the 62 countries most affected by the epidemic.

Data on CD-ROM

The CD-ROMs are available for purchase. For
information on how to order these CD-ROMs (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.07.XIII.7 and E.07.
XIIL.8), please refer to the order form available at www.
unpopulation.org or contact the Director, Population
Division/DESA, United Nations (Room DC2-1950),
New York, NY 10017, USA; tel. 1-212-963-3179; fax:
1-212-963-2147. 1

World Mortality Report 2007: CD-ROM Edition

he CD-ROM entitled World Mortality Report

2007, prepared by the United Nations Popula-

tion Division/DESA, provides a comprehensive
set of mortality estimates for each of the 195 countries
or areas whose population was at least 100,000 inhabit-
ants in 2007 and for 33 country aggregates, including
the world as a whole, the development groups, the major
areas and geographical regions. It also contains an inven-
tory of the data available for the estimation of adult and
child mortality at the national level.

All mortality estimates contained in this CD-ROM
are based on the results of the 2006 Revision of World
Population Prospects* and provide an overview of levels
and trends of mortality between 1950 and 2005. The
CD-ROM contains the following mortality indicators:
total deaths; crude death rates; infant mortality; under-
five mortality; life expectancy at birth by sex; life expec-
tancy at exact ages 15 and 60; survival probabilities be-
tween selected exact ages; and life table survivors by sex

and age. Estimates are provided for each quinquennium

“United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
Population Division (2007). World Population Prospects: The 2006
Revision, CD-ROM Edition - Extended Dataset in Excel and ASCII
formats (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.07.XIII.7).

over the period 1950-2005 for the following indicators:
total deaths, crude death rates, infant mortality and life
expectancy at birth. For the remaining indicators, esti-
mates are presented only for 1995-2000 and 2000-2005.
The data are presented in Excel format.

The CD-ROM also includes a Data Inventory with
information on the data potentially available for the es-
timation of adult and child mortality for each of the 195
countries or areas considered. For each country, panel A
lists years in which population censuses were conducted
and years for which data on deaths by age and sex are
available from vital registration systems. Panel B lists
other sources of primary data for mortality estimation,
that is, censuses and surveys that collected data permit-
ting the indirect estimation of mortality. For each census
or survey, panel B indicates which of the following types
of data were collected: maternity histories; retrospective
reports of deaths in the household; or survival of close
relatives, including children, mother, father, siblings or
spouses. The information from panels A and B is also

presented in Excel format.

A further set of files provides summary tables of the

data inventory for countries and major areas. It presents,
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for each major area and each decade starting in 1950-
1960, the number of countries and percentage of the
population for which various types of information are
available for estimating adult and child mortality. A clas-
sification of countries by category of data available for

estimating adult mortality is also presented.
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The CD-ROM is available for purchase. For informa-
tion on how to order the World Mortality Report 2007
CD-ROM (POP/DB/MORT/2007), please download
the order form from the Population Division’s website at
www.unpopulation.org or contact the Director, Popu-
lation Division/DESA, United Nations (Room DC2-
1950), New York, NY 10017, USA; tel. 1-212-963-
3179; fax: 1-212-963-2147. &

World Population Ageing 2007: CD-ROM Edition

he CD-ROM entitled World Population Ageing

2007 contains an electronic version of the report

of the same title published in 2007. The report
presents a detailed assessment of the world’s older popu-
lation and its future prospects. The CD-ROM includes
a PDF version of that report as well as data presented in
Excel format. With a user interface allowing easy retrieval
and downloading of the documents and data contained
in the CD-ROM, this mode of dissemination responds
to growing demand from researchers and policymakers
for comprehensive and easily accessible information on
the older population. The data presented on the CD-
ROM provide the necessary evidence to guide policy-
makers in the formulation of policies and to evaluate the
effectiveness of programmes. The analysis accompanying
the data provides useful insights to raise awareness about
the situation of older persons and the level of support

they may require.

The CD-ROM presents data on 18 indicators,
including the population aged 60 or over by sex and
selected age groups; an index of population ageing; the
median age of the population; the dependency ratio and
the potential support ratio; the sex ratios and growth

rates for age groups of older people; the life expectancy
at selected ages; the labour force participation among
the older population; the statutory retirement age by sex;
the percentage of older persons who are still married;
and the percentage of older persons living alone. Data
are presented for 192 countries or areas for the period
1950-2050 and for 33 country aggregates, including

the development groups, major areas and geographical
regions. The demographic data used in World Population
Ageing 2007 were taken from the 2004 Revision of World
Population Prospects. Other data were derived from other
publications of the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (UN/DESA), other United Nations organizations
and the United States Social Security Administration.

The CD-ROM is available for purchase. For informa-
tion on how to order the World Population Ageing 2007
CD-ROM (POP/DB/WPA/2007), please download the
order form from the Population Division’s website at
www.unpopulation.org or contact the Director, Popu-
lation Division/DESA, United Nations (Room DC2-
1950), New York, NY 10017, USA; tel. 1-212-963-
3179; fax: 1-212-963-2147. 1A
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Enquiries should be directed to:

Director, Population Division

Department of Economic and Social Affairs
United Nations

New York, NY 10017, USA

E-mail: population @un.org

Website: http://www.unpopulation.org
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