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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Past trends

The total fertility rate in the United States dropped from 3.45 births per woman in 1950-1955 to
2.02 in 1970-1975.  Except for a temporary period during the late 1970s and early 1980s (when it hovered
around 1.8), the total fertility rate has continued to be around two children per woman.  Life expectancy at
birth, meanwhile, has risen from 69.0 years in 1950-1955 to 75.7 years in 1990-1995.  As a consequence
of these changes, the proportion of the population aged 65 or older has risen from 8.3 per cent in 1950 to
12.5 per cent in 1995.  And the potential support ratio declined from 7.8 in 1950 to 5.2 in 1995.  As a
point of comparison, the potential support ratio was 15 in 1900, when 4 per cent of the population was
aged 65 years or older.

Scenario I

Scenario I, the medium variant of the United Nations 1998 Revision, assumes an annual net
intake of 760,000 migrants per year between 1995-2050, for a total of 41,800,000 net migrants during the
period.  Accordingly, the total population of the United States is projected to increase continuously from
267 million in 1995 to 349 million in 2050 (The results of the 1998 United Nations projections are shown
in the annex tables). By 2050, out of this total population of 349 million, 59 million, or 16.8 per cent
would be post-1995 immigrants or their descendants.  The population aged 15-64 will increase slowly
from 174 million in 1995 to 214 million in 2050, although not in a monotonic fashion.  The population
aged 65 or older will rapidly rise from 33 million in 1995 to nearly 76 million in 2050.  As a result, the
potential support ratio would decrease from 5.2 in 1995 to 2.8 in 2050.

Scenario II

Scenario II, which is the medium variant with zero migration, uses the fertility and mortality
assumptions of the medium variant of the 1998 Revision, but without any migration to the United States
after 1995.  The results in this scenario are quite different from those of scenario I.  The total population
would increase to 290 million in 2050, which is 50 million less than in scenario I.  The population aged
15-64 would rise from 174 million in 1995 to 192 million in 2010 and 2015 and then decline, returning
back to 174 million in 2050.  The population aged 65 or older would double from 33 million in 1950 to
68 million in 2050.  As a result, the potential support ratio would decline to 2.6 in 2050, which is slightly
below that presented in scenario I.

Scenario III

Scenario III keeps the size of the total United States population constant at its maximum of 298
million that it would reach in 2030 (assuming no in-migration after 1995).  In order to keep the total
population constant at that level, it would be necessary to have 6.4 million migrants between 2030 and
2050, which is an average of 319,000 migrants per year.  By 2050, out of a total population of 298
million, 7.3 million, or 2.5 per cent, would be post-1995 immigrants or their descendants.
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Scenario IV

Scenario IV keeps the size of the population aged 15 to 64 constant at its maximum of 192.5
million that it would reach in 2015 (assuming no in-migration after 1995).  In order to keep the working
age population constant at that level, it would be necessary to have 18.0 million migrants between 2015
and 2050, which is an average of 513 thousand migrants per year.  By 2050, out of a total population of
316 million, 25.0 million, or 7.9 per cent, would be post-1995 immigrants or their descendants.

Scenario V

Scenario V keeps the potential support ratio at its 1995 value of 5.2 persons aged 15-64 for each
person aged 65 or older.  In order to keep the potential support ratio constant at that level, it would be
necessary to have 593 million immigrants from 1995 to 2050, an average of 10.8 million per year.  By
2050, out of a United States total population of 1.1 billion, 775 million, or 73 per cent, would be post-
1995 immigrants or their descendants.

Discussion

The official United States estimate of (documented) migrants into the United States from 1990 to
1996 is about 1.1 million per year.  Thus, the past regular inflow into the United States is well above the
number of migrants needed to prevent a decline in the total population or in the working-age population.
Also under both scenarios III and IV, the percentage of post-1995 immigrants, and their descendants, in
the total population of 2050 (2.5 per cent and 7.9 per cent, respectively) would be below the percentage of
foreign-born that exists currently (9.6 per cent). Figure IV.18 shows, for scenarios I, II, III and IV, the
population of the United States in 2050, indicating the share that are post-1995 migrants and their
descendants.

In absence of migration, the figures show that it would be necessary to raise the upper limit of the
working-age to about 74 years in order to obtain in 2050 the same potential support ratio observed in
1995 in the United States, i.e. 5.2 persons of working-age per each older person past working-age.
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TABLE IV.19.  POPULATION INDICATORS FOR UNITED STATES OF AMERICA BY PERIOD FOR EACH SCENARIO

Scenario I II III IV V

Period
Medium
variant

Medium
variant with

zero migration

Constant
total

population

Constant
 age group

15-64

Constant ratio
15-64/65 years

or older

A.  Average annual number of migrants (thousands)

1995-2000 760 0 0 0 37
2000-2025 760 0 0 431 9 394
2025-2050 760 0 255 288 14 309
2000-2050 760 0 128 359 11 851

1995-2050 760 0 116 327 10 777

B.  Total number of migrants (thousands)

1995-2000 3 800 0 0 0 185
2000-2025 19 000 0 0 10 771 234 843
2025-2050 19 000 0 6 384 7 196 357 729
2000-2050 38 000 0 6 384 17 967 592 572

1995-2050 41 800 0 6 384 17 967 592 757

C.  Total population (thousands)

1950 157 813 - - - -
1975 220 165 - - - -
1995 267 020 - - - -
2000 278 357 274 335 274 335 274 335 274 531
2025 325 573 296 616 296 616 308 408 566 888
2050 349 318 290 643 297 970 315 644 1 065 174

D.  Age group 0-14 (thousands)

1950 42 596 - - - -
1975 55 424 - - - -
1995 59 161 - - - -
2000 59 771 58 756 58 756 58 756 58 808
2025 59 241 52 662 52 662 55 789 122 849
2050 59 724 48 075 49 984 52 984 216 127

E.  Age group 15-64 (thousands)

1950 102 175 - - - -
1975 141 706 - - - -
1995 174 382 - - - -
2000 183 752 180 843 180 843 180 843 180 979
2025 204 985 184 267 184 267 192 476 372 525
2050 213 695 174 607 179 699 192 476 712 305

F.  Age group 65+ (thousands)

1950 13 043 - - - -
1975 23 035 - - - -
1995 33 477 - - - -
2000 34 833 34 736 34 736 34 736 34 743
2025 61 347 59 687 59 687 60 143 71 515
2050 75 899 67 961 68 287 70 184 136 743

G.  Potential support ratio 15-64/65+

1950 7.83 - - - -
1975 6.15 - - - -
1995 5.21 - - - -
2000 5.28 5.21 5.21 5.21 5.21
2025 3.34 3.09 3.09 3.20 5.21
2050 2.82 2.57 2.63 2.74 5.21
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Figure IV.17.  Age-sex structures by scenario for 2000, 2025 and 2050
(Population in millions)
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Figure IV.17 (continued)
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Figure IV.18.  Population of the United States in 2050, indicating those who are
post-1995 migrants and their descendants, by scenario

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

I. Medium variant II. Zero migration III. Constant total
population

IV. Constant
working age

Scenario

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
(m

il
li

on
s)

Migrants plus
descendants

Population
without
migration after
1995


