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Explanatory notes

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with
figures.

Various symbols have been used in the tables throughout this report, as follows:

Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported.
An em dash (—) indicates that the population is less than 500 persons.
A hyphen (-) indicates that the item is not applicable.
A minus sign (-) before a figure indicates a decrease.
A full stop (.) is used to indicate decimals.
Years given refer to 1 July.
Use of a hyphen (-) between years, for example, 1995-2000, signifies the full

period involved, from 1 July of the beginning year to 1 July of the end year.

The following abbreviations are used in the present report:

EC European Community
EU European Union
PSR Potential support ratio
TFR Total fertility rate

Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding.

Countries and areas are grouped geographically into six major areas:  Africa; Asia;
Europe; Latin America and the Caribbean; Northern America; and Oceania.  Those major areas
are further divided geographically into 21 regions.  In addition, the regions are classified as
belonging, for statistical convenience, to either of two general groups:  more developed and less
developed regions.  The less developed regions include all regions of Africa, Asia (excluding
Japan), Latin America and the Caribbean, Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia.  The more
developed regions comprise Northern America, Japan, Europe and Australia/New Zealand.

The European Union comprises 15 countries:  Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden
and United Kingdom.

Europe comprises 47 countries and areas:  Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belarus, Belgium,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Channel Islands, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, Faeroe Islands, Finland, France, Germany, Gibraltar, Greece, Holy See, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Isle of Man, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Monaco, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian
Federation, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, United Kingdom, and Yugoslavia.


