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OVERVIEW

Introduction

A fundamental characteristic of people is their movement from place to place.  The right to move was recognized globally over a half century ago with the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  The Declaration states in Article 13 that  “Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each state” and “Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country.”

As noted in the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development, orderly international migration can have positive impacts on both the communities of origin and the communities of destination.  Migration also has the potential of facilitating the transfer of skills and contributing to cultural enrichment.  Today the number of people residing outside their country of birth is at an all-time high of about 175 million, more than double the number a generation ago. The vast majority of migrants are making meaningful contributions to their host countries. At the same time, however, international migration entails the loss of human resources for many countries of origin and may give rise to political, economic or social tensions in countries of destination.

International migration, with its intricate web of demographic, social, economic and political determinants and consequences, is a topic that has moved to the forefront of national and international agenda.  In the last few years, immigration has become a major issue of concern in an increasing number of countries. More recently, in the aftermath of the events of 11 September 2001, some countries have further tightened their policies towards immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers.

The United Nations system is addressing the various dimensions of international migration.  For example, the United Nations Secretariat has focused on the collection, analysis and dissemination of information on the levels, trends and national policies of international migration.  Other parts of the United Nations have been concerned with issues such as human rights, internally displaced persons, family reunification, undocumented migrants, trafficking and the social and economic integration of migrants.  In addition, specialized agencies have focused on issues related to their expertise and mandates, such as labour flows, refugees and asylum seekers and remittances. 

The United Nations General Assembly has addressed on a variety of occasions the issue of international migration and development. Recently, the General Assembly, in its resolution 56/203 of 21 December 2001, called upon the United Nations system and other relevant organizations to continue to address the issue of international migration and development and to provide appropriate support for processes and activities on international migration and development.  In response to this resolution, and also to provide further information on international migration to the General Assembly, the United Nations Population Division organized in July 2002 the first system-wide Co-ordination Meeting on International Migration.

The implementation of national policies to affect levels and patterns of international migration has also intensified, spreading to all regions of the world. Discussions on issues such as sustained low fertility and population ageing, unemployment, brain-drain and brain-gain, worker remittances, human rights, social integration, xenophobia, human trafficking and national security have led to a re-examination of migration policies and the potential benefits and disadvantages accruing to sending, receiving and transit countries. Over the past decades, the number of Governments adopting new measures to influence migration has grown rapidly.  In particular, the number adopting policies to lower immigration rose from 6 per cent in 1976 to 40 per cent in 2001. 


In his proposals for strengthening the United Nations Organization, (Report of the Secretary-General, A/57/387), the Secretary General of the United Nations stressed that “it is time to take a more comprehensive look at the various dimensions of the migration issue, which now involves hundreds of millions of people and affects countries of origin, transit and destination.  We need to understand better the causes of international flows of people and their complex interrelationship with development.”

The many questions arising from growing concerns about international migration, however, have few clear answers largely because of the lack of accurate and up-to-date information on international migration. This report attempts to address some of these questions by providing an overview of international migration levels, trends and policies for countries and regions and for the world as a whole. 

Findings


Some of the major findings of the report are as follows.

Around 175 million persons currently reside in a country other than where they were born, which is about 3 per cent of world population.  The number of migrants has more than doubled since 1970*.  Sixty per cent of the world’s migrants currently reside in the more developed regions and 40 per cent in the less developed regions.  Most of the world’s migrants live in Europe (56 million), Asia (50 million) and Northern America (41 million). Almost one of every 10 persons living in the more developed regions is a migrant.  In contrast, nearly one of every 70 persons in developing countries is a migrant.

In the ten years from 1990 to 2000, the number of migrants in the world increased by 21 million persons, or 14 per cent (see table 1 below).  The total net growth in migrants took place in the more developed regions.  Europe, Northern America, Australia, New Zealand and Japan in total registered an increase of migrant stock of 23 million persons, or 28 per cent.  The number of migrants in Northern America grew by 13 million (48 per cent) during the last decade, while Europe’s migrant population increased by 8 million, or by 16 per cent.  In contrast, the migrant population of the less developed regions fell by 2 million during the 1990-2000 period.  The number of migrants residing in Latin America and the Caribbean declined by one million, or by 15 per cent.

In just the five years from 1995-2000, the more developed regions of the world received nearly 12 million migrants from the less developed regions, an estimated 2.3 million migrants per year. The largest gains per year were made by Northern America, which absorbed 1.4 million migrants annually, followed by Europe with an annual net gain of 0.8 million and by Oceania, with a more modest net intake of 90,000 migrants annually.

The top twenty countries with the largest international migrant stock are shown in figure I.  With 35 million migrants, the United States contains the largest number of migrants, followed by the Russian Federation with 13 million and Germany with 7 million.

	Table 1.  Size and growth of migrant stock by major area, 1990-2000

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major area
	1990
	
	2000
	
	Change: 1990-2000

	
	Number (thousands)
	
	Number (thousands)
	
	Number 

(thousands)
	Per cent

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	World

	153 956
	
	174 781
	
	20 825
	13.5

	More developed regions

	 81 424
	
	104 119
	
	22 695
	27.9

	Less developed regions

	 72 531
	
	 70 662
	
	-1 869
	-2.6

	Least developed countries

	 10 992
	
	 10 458
	
	  -534
	-4.9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Africa

	 16 221
	
	 16 277
	
	    56
	 0.3

	Asia

	 49 956
	
	 49 781
	
	  -175
	-0.4

	Europe

	 48 437
	
	 56 100
	
	 7 663
	15.8

	Latin America and the Caribbean

	  6 994
	
	  5 944
	
	-1 051
	 -15.0

	Northern America

	 27 597
	
	 40 844
	
	13 248
	48.0

	Oceania

	  4 751
	
	  5 835
	
	 1 084
	22.8
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In figure II, the top twenty countries with the highest proportion of migrant stock are shown.  The four highest are in Western Asia:  United Arab Emirates (74 per cent), Kuwait (58 per cent), Jordan (40 per cent) and Israel (37 per cent). 

About 9 per cent of the migrants are refugees.  At the end of 2000, the number of refugees in the world stood at 16 million, of which 12 million are under the mandate of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and 4 million under the mandate of United Nations Relief and Welfare Agency (UNRWA). The largest number of refugees is found in Asia, 9 million and in Africa, 4 million. Three million refugees are in developed countries and 13 million in developing countries.
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 Beginning in the late 1970s, major changes in Governments’ views and policies on the level of immigration have been taking place, as a result of growing concerns with the economic, political and social consequences of immigration. By 2001, almost one-quarter of all countries viewed immigration levels as too high. Although developed countries are more inclined towards lowering immigration, developing countries are also moving in a similar direction towards more

restrictive policies. In 2001, 44 per cent of developed countries had policies aiming to lower immigration levels, as did 39 per cent of developing countries.  Developed and developing countries are strikingly similar in their views and policies concerning levels of emigration. About three-quarters of both developed and developing countries view their level of emigration as satisfactory. One in five countries have policies in place to lower levels of emigration. 

Remittances sent back to the home country by migrants are a major source of foreign exchange earnings for some countries and are an important addition to gross domestic product.  For example, in 2000, remittances from abroad were more than 10 per cent of the gross domestic product for countries such as Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cape Verde, El Salvador, Jamaica, Jordan, Nicaragua, Samoa and Yemen.  Remittances can be used to import capital goods and provide investment funds for entrepreneurs.  Also important, remittances can augment household income and savings and be used for the purchase of consumer products and services. 

Since 1951, the international community has adopted a number of conventions and protocols for the protection of migrants.  Among the most prominent are the 1951 Convention and 1967 Protocol, which relates to the status of refugees, and the 1990 Convention and 2000 Protocol which considers the protection of migrants and trafficking in persons.  The 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, ratified by 141 countries, establishes legal protections and a clear definition of the status of refugees. It also prohibits the expulsion or forcible return of persons accorded refugee status. The 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees, ratified by 139 countries, extends the scope of the 1951 Convention, which benefited only persons who became refugees prior to 1 January 1951. It also extends the application of the Convention to persons who became refugees after that date.

The 1990 International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, ratified by 19 countries, establishes an international definition of the different categories of migrant workers. It formalizes the responsibility of receiving States in regard to upholding the rights of migrants and assuring their protection.  The 2000 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, ratified by 18 countries, aims to prevent and combat trafficking in persons, particularly women and children; to protect and assist the victims of such trafficking; and to promote cooperation among States parties to meet these objectives.  Finally, the 2000 Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, ratified by 17 countries, aims to combat and prevent the smuggling of human cargo, reaffirming that migration in itself is not a crime, and that migrants may be victims in need of protection.

This report provides a wealth of information on international migration levels, trends and policies.  Nevertheless, migration information remains incomplete and often inaccurate.  Many of the data provided in this report are based on imputation or proxies of the numbers of foreign born; in particular, data on citizenship are used in the absence of data on place of birth.  Documenting migration levels, trends and policies remains a major challenge. In many countries, the information is neither available nor produced on a regular basis.  Furthermore, responsibility for the formulation, implementation and evaluation of migration data is often diffused among Government bodies as well as among international organizations.

Structure of the Report

The report consists of two major parts.  The first part contains three chapters.  Chapter one deals with the measurement of international migration.  It discusses some of the challenges faced in gathering and analyzing data on levels and trends of international migration, and illustrates some of these challenges with recent examples from the work of the Population Division.

Chapter II provides a summary of major trends in international migration policies in developed and developing countries since the mid-1970s. The focus is on policies designed to influence the size and composition of international migration flows.  It also discusses two policy issues that currently dominate the field of international migration: managing the various flows of immigrants and reducing undocumented migration. 

Chapter III reproduces the most recent report of the Secretary-General presented to the United Nations General Assembly at its fifty-sixth session in 2001: “International migration and development, including the question of the convening of a United Nations Conference on international migration and development to address migration issues”. This document summarises the views of governments and describes recent activities carried out by the relevant organisations at the regional and international levels.  Also included in this chapter is the resolution adopted by the General Assembly following its consideration of the report of the Secretary-General.  This resolution provides added impetus for coordination among relevant national and international bodies.  The resolution also calls for the General Assembly to further discuss the issues of international migration and development at its fifty-eighth session in 2003.

The second part of the report presents international migration profiles for each individual country and for regions, major areas and special groups of countries. Chapter IV presents information on each of the indicators and concepts used in the profiles, including definitions and primary sources of data.

Chapters V and VI present regional and country profiles, respectively. More specifically, these chapters present information for 1990 and 2000 concerning population, migrant stock, refugees, remittances and Government views and policies relating to immigration and emigration levels. Also presented is information, for the periods 1990-1995 and 1995-2000, on net migration flows.

__________________

* Part of the increase in the world international migrant stock observed between 1970 and 2000 is due to the break-up of the former Soviet Union into a number of independent countries. In 1989, there were 2.4 million persons in the USSR born outside the country. In 2000, there were a total of 29.2 million persons born outside their country for all the countries that used to be part of USSR. The break-up of the USSR has thus resulted in adding about 27 million persons to the 2000 world total international migrant stock. The increase was due to the change in classification from internal migrant to international migrant for former Soviet citizens who were living in 1989 in a Soviet Republic other than the Republic of their birth.
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