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 The designations employed in the present publication and  the material presented in it do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United 
Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

 
 The designations of “more developed regions”, “less developed regions” and “least 

developed” for countries, areas or region are intended for statistical convenience and do not 
necessarily express a judgment about the stage reached by a particular country or area in the 
development process. 

 
 The term “country” as used in the text of this publication also refers, as appropriate, to 

territories or areas. 
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The Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat is a vital 
interface between global policies in the economic, social and environmental spheres and 
national action. The Department works in three main interlinked areas: (i) it compiles, 
generates and analyses a wide range of economic, social and environmental data and 
information on which States Members of the United Nations draw to review common 
problems and take stock of policy options; (ii) it facilitates the negotiations of Member States 
in many intergovernmental bodies on joint courses of action to address ongoing or emerging 
global challenges; and (iii) it advises interested Governments on the ways and means of 
translating policy frameworks developed in United Nations conferences and summits into 
programmes at the country level and, through technical assistance, helps build national 
capacities. 
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PREFACE 
 

A global commitment to eradicate poverty and promote sustained economic 
growth and sustainable development was forged in the United Nations conferences and 
summits of the 1990s, was advanced in 2000 with the adoption of the Millennium 
Declaration, and recently was reinforced by Heads of State and Government in the 
outcome document of the 2005 World Summit.  In the years leading up to the global 
conferences held during the 1990s, there was growing recognition by scholars, policy 
makers and the general public that population trends are inextricably linked with the 
availability of resources, the state of the environment, and economic and social 
development.  At the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED), held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the International Conference on Population 
and Development (ICPD), held in Cairo in 1994, and the series of conferences reviewing 
progress achieved since those meetings, a global agreement emerged on the need for a 
sustainable relationship between human numbers, resources and development.  

With a view to improving knowledge of relationships among aspects of 
population, resources, environment and development, the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs’Population Division has produced the PRED database, drawing on a 
variety of national-level comparative data and documents.  This publication provides a 
set of country profiles showing the current situation and recent trends in population, 
resources, environment and development indicators, based on PRED Bank database, 
version 4. 

The compilation of the data shown in these country profiles was made possible 
by the substantive support of various United Nations agencies and departments at the 
United Nations Secretariat. In addition to population estimates and projections produced 
by the Population Division, the data series shown in here include statistics provided by 
the Statistics Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs and by FAO, 
ILO, UNEP, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNICEF and WHO, the World Bank, the World 
Resources Institute, the International Soil Reference and Information Centre (ISRIC) and 
the Carbon Dioxide Information Analysis Centre. 

Readers with comments or questions about this report, or about the PRED Bank 
database, may contact the Director, Population Division/DESA, United Nations, New 
York, NY 10017, USA at telephone (212) 963-3179 or fax (212) 963-2147, or access the 
Population Division website at http://www.unpopulation.org. 
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Explanatory notes 
 
Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with figures. 
 
The following symbols have been used in the tables throughout this report: 
 Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported. 
 A minus sign (-) before a figure indicates a decrease. 
 A point (.) is used to indicate decimals. 
 A slash (/) indicates a crop year or financial year, for example, 1998/99. 
 Use of a hyphen (-) between dates representing years, for example, 1998-1999, signifies the 
full period involved, including the beginning and end years. 
 
Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding. 
 
Reference to “dollars” ($) indicates United States dollars, unless otherwise stated. 
 
The term “billion” signifies a thousand million. 
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