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PREFACE

Progress in the measurement of adult mortality in developing countries has lagged far behind achievements in
measuring infant and child mortality. Much of the difficulty in measuring adult mortality arises from the rarity of
adult deaths, relative to the size of the population at risk. = However, of even more significance in developing
countries is the absence of a reliable civil registration system that records deaths and the demographic
characteristics of the deceased. In such contexts, indirect methods of estimation such as those discussed in this
volume are invaluable tools.

The preparation of this volume was driven by the Population Division’s continued interest in fostering the
development and sharing of skills for demographic analysis. The last major effort by the Division to collate and
disseminate state of the art information on indirect methods of demographic estimation of adult mortality was
Manual X: Indirect Techniques for Demographic Estimation, 1983." That report, which was prepared in
collaboration with the Committee on Population and Demography of the National Research Council, United States
National Academy of Sciences, covered a broad range of indirect methods. This volume is more restricted in
coverage, focusing only on methods for estimating adult mortality or related parameters.

The need for a greater focus on adult mortality measurement in developing countries has been accentuated by
recent evidence of increasing adult mortality in a number of countries as a result of the human immune defi ciency
virus (HIV) and acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) epidemic. Although this report does not deal with
cause-specific mortality measurement, familiarity with and application of the techniques discussed herein should
permit more ready use of census and survey data to assess levels and trends in overall mortality.

Acknowledgement is due to Mr. Griffith Feeney, who assisted the Population Division in the preparation of
this report.

To discuss the present publication, or population issues in general, please contact the office of Mr.

Joseph Chamie, Director, Population Division, United Nations, New York, NY 10017, USA, at telephone
(212) 963-3179 or fax (212) 963-2147.
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