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Grounds on which abortion is permitted: 

To save the life of the woman
Yes

To preserve physical health
No

To preserve mental health
No

Rape or incest
No

Foetal impairment
No

Economic or social reasons
No

Available on request
No

Additional requirements:
Information is not readily available.


Government view on fertility level:
Too high

Government intervention concerning fertility level:
To lower

Government policy on contraceptive use:
Direct support provided

Percentage of currently married women using

 
modern contraception (aged 15-49, 1997):
10

Total fertility rate (1995-2000):
7.6

Age-specific fertility rate (per 1,000 women aged 15-19, 1995-2000):
102

Government has expressed particular concern about:

Morbidity and mortality resulting from induced abortion
..

Complications of childbearing and childbirth
..

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live births, 1990):

National
1 400

Western Asia
320

Female life expectancy at birth (1995-2000):
58.4


BACKGROUND

Abortion in Yemen is governed by the uncodified principles of Islamic law. Under Islamic law, the performance of an abortion is generally illegal except when carried out to save the life of the pregnant woman.  Prior to unification of the country in May 1990, both the Yemen Arab Republic and Democratic Yemen prohibited abortion except when continuation of the pregnancy would endanger the life of the mother.

The Government of Democratic Yemen considered growth rates to be satisfactory but expressed concern about the high fertility rate.  As a result of its belief that population issues should be viewed comprehensively within the framework of economic and social development, Government policy was directed to improving socio-economic conditions as a means of resolving population problems. The Government provided family planning services and population information and education.

Although the Government of the Yemen Arab Republic did not have an explicit population policy, it considered fertility reduction necessary to achieve social and economic development objectives. The Government encouraged family planning activities mainly to improve maternal and child health and family well-being. It established the Yemeni Family Care Association, which provided prenatal services and information on birth control. The Government directly supported the provision of contraceptives and the training of family planning volunteers. It also encouraged women’s participation in the labour force and supported raising the educational status of women.

On 22 May 1990, the Yemen Arab Republic and Democratic Yemen united to become the Republic of Yemen. The new Government recognized that a deeper understanding of the relations between population and development, as well as the means of influencing those relations, was critical to the future development of the country. Faced with a number of serious population problems, including the negative effects of high fertility on women’s health due to frequent childbearing, the Government in 1991 held its first national conference on population, adopted a National Population Strategy, and established the National Population Commission. The Government set several targets for the year 2000, including a contraceptive prevalence rate of 35 per cent and a total fertility rate of 6.0 births per woman.  By 1997, the modern contraceptive rate had risen to 10 per cent from 6 per cent in 1991-1992. The total fertility rate remained high at 7.6 children per woman for the period 1995-2000, as did the population growth rate at 3.7 per cent.  Maternal mortality was also very high, estimated in 1985 to be at 1,400 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births.  The delivery of family planning services to remote areas remains a challenge.
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Source:  Population Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population Division of  the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of  the United Nations Secretariat.  For additional sources, see list of references.
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