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Grounds on which abortion is permitted: 


To save the life of the woman
Yes

        To preserve physical health
No


To preserve mental health
No


Rape or incest
No


Foetal impairment
No


Economic or social reasons
No


Available on request
No

Additional requirements:


Information is not readily available.


Government view on fertility level:
Too high

Government intervention concerning fertility level:
To  lower

Government policy on contraceptive use:
Direct support provided

Percentage of currently married women using

 
modern contraception (aged 15-49):
..

Total fertility rate (1995-2000):
..

Age-specific fertility rate (per 1,000 women aged 15-19, 1995-2000):
..

Government has expressed particular concern about:


Morbidity and mortality resulting from induced abortion
..


Complications of childbearing and childbirth
..

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live births, 1990):


National
..


Oceania 
680

Female life expectancy at birth (1995-2000):
..



The Federated States of Micronesia, formerly known as the Caroline Islands, has passed through several colonial administrations. Administered as a German colony beginning in 1899, the Caroline Islands came under Japanese administration for 30 years, between 1914 and 1945, and subsequently under that of the United States of America as a United Nations Trusteeship until 1990.  As such, the legal system of the Trust Territory  of the Pacific Islands was based on the Code of the Trust Territory imposed by the United States after World War II and on the Code’s development through the court decisions interpreting the common law as generally understood and applied in the United States.  


The primary historical source of abortion law in the Federated States of Micronesia was the section of the Trust Territory Code dealing with abortion. It provided that every person who unlawfully caused the miscarriage or premature delivery of a woman, with intent to do so, was guilty of the crime of abortion.  Although it prohibited all abortions, general criminal law principles of necessity would have allowed an abortion to be performed to save the life of a pregnant woman.  


In 1971, however, the Appellate Division of the High Court of the Trust Territory ruled that these abortion provisions were invalid because they were so vague and indefinite as to constitute a denial of due process of law. The Court objected to the fact that the provisions did not set forth any circumstances under which abortions were legal.  No replacement abortion provision was ever enacted, and it may be that since Roe v. Wade, which established the right of a woman to obtain an abortion in the first two trimesters of pregnancy, was issued by the United States Supreme Court only two years later, that none was thought necessary: Trust Territory courts were required to follow United States court decisions, including Roe v. Wade.


The outcome in the above 1971 decision would have dictated that before independence there was no abortion law in effect in the Federated States of Micronesia and that the holding of Roe v. Wade was applicable. Independence, however, changed this situation in three ways.  First, it authorized the country to enact its own legislation.  Second, it allowed courts to apply the common law of jurisdictions other than the United States, including common law developed locally. Third, it gave a prominent place to local customary law in court deliberations. Consequently, it is somewhat unclear what the law on abortion is at this date.  


It may be that abortion is governed by the criminal law provisions of the codes of the four states making up the Federated States of Micronesia. However, as of this date the text of the codes is not available, and thus it is not known whether they contain any abortion provisions.  Moreover, the criminal law provisions of the codes are not the exclusive source of criminal law in the country and specific acts can be made a crime by generally respected native custom.  Whether abortion is such a crime is not clear and there are no court decisions dealing with the issue. Clarification of the exact status of abortion law will in all probability only come with further development of the country’s young legal system.


Traditional methods of abortion, such as the use of local herbs, the insertion of foreign bodies into the womb, and ritual massages and bathing, are common in the Pacific region. However, it is difficult to quantify the incidence of such practices, as cases are reported only when complications have arisen and hospitalization is required.  


The population policy of the Federated States of Micronesia is intended to reduce fertility by ensuring comprehensive family planning services even in remote areas, by increasing the number of acceptors in a culturally acceptable manner and by intensifying educational programmes. The high population growth rate is due to a combination of high fertility and low mortality. Family planning programmes have had relatively little impact because they have encountered strong resistance, especially among the native population.  As a rule, couples do not consider using family planning because of a lack of knowledge and because it is considered to be in contradiction with traditional beliefs.  Attitudes towards family planning in the Pacific islands present some very specific features. On the one hand, the Christian religion is dominant and has influenced attitudes towards abortion and family planning. On the other hand, men are frequently opposed to contraception. Sexual activity was traditionally under severe social control in the Pacific island cultures, and pregnancy was the main means of detecting socially unacceptable behaviour, such as infidelity or interruption of post-partum abstinence.  
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