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Grounds on which abortion is permitted: 


To save the life of the woman
Yes


To preserve physical health
Yes


To preserve mental health
Yes


Rape or incest
Yes


Foetal impairment
Yes


Economic or social reasons
Yes


Available on request
Yes

Additional requirements:


The abortion must be performed by a practising physician in a private clinic or hospital.  A physician other than the one performing the abortion must confirm the existence of valid grounds for the abortion.  A minor must obtain the written consent of her parents or guardian.


Government view on fertility level:
Too low

Government intervention concerning fertility level:
No intervention

Government policy on contraceptive use:
Direct support provided

Percentage of currently married women using

 
modern contraception (aged 15-49):
..

Total fertility rate (1995-2000):
1.3

Age-specific fertility rate (per 1,000 women aged 15-19, 1995-2000):               13

Government has expressed particular concern about:


Morbidity and mortality resulting from induced abortion
No


Complications of childbearing and childbirth
No

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live births, 1990):


National 
10


Developed countries 
27

Female life expectancy at birth (1995-2000):
80.7



Until the Second World War, the Government of Greece was strictly opposed to induced abortion, except on medical grounds. The Greek Orthodox Church considers abortion to be a crime and has therefore strongly condemned the act.  Religious tenets have inevitably influenced legislation and attitudes in Greece concerning abortion. Under the Greek Penal Code of 1950, heavy penalties were imposed on both the woman consenting to the abortion and the person performing it. Abortion was permitted only if it constituted the only means of saving the life of the pregnant woman or preventing a serious and lasting injury to her health; or if the pregnancy was the result of rape or incest, or of the seduction of a girl under age 15.


As a result of the efforts of various organizations, such as the Family Planning Association of Greece, the law on abortion in Greece was liberalized in 1978 (Law No. 821 of 14 October). Under the new law, abortion was thereafter permitted for reasons of serious foetal abnormalities during the first 20 weeks of pregnancy. It was also allowed in cases of a risk to the mental health of the mother, as determined by a psychiatrist on the staff of a public hospital, but only in the first 12 weeks of gestation.


Until 1980, family planning was illegal in Greece.  According to the Fertility Survey conducted in 1983, the general pattern in Greece was for children to be born early in the marriage and for family size to be carefully controlled by the use of withdrawal and condoms, backed up by abortion. The survey found that abortion was widespread despite its illegality and was used mainly as a form of birth control.

The performance of abortions was further liberalized by Law No. 1609 of 28 June 1986. Thereafter, abortion on request could legally be obtained in Greece during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy. Also, if the pregnancy was a result of rape, incest or seduction of a minor, abortion was permitted during the first 19 weeks of pregnancy. Lastly, in the case of serious foetal abnormalities, the legal limit was extended to 24 weeks.


It is widely believed that the liberalization of the abortion law in Greece has made little difference in the abortion rate because, prior to its liberalization, a person performing an abortion or a woman undergoing an illegal abortion was rarely prosecuted. Indeed, it is believed that one of the main motives for the liberalization of abortion law was to preserve the integrity of the legal system, which was threatened by the increasing incidence of illegally performed abortions that were not prosecuted.


Although many women in Greece use the National Health Care System for their abortion, the majority resort to private gynaecologists, primarily because private abortions are performed immediately. In contrast, the Government-run system is characterized by bureaucratic procedures and resultant delays.  A large number of illegal abortions are still performed in Greece because the public is not yet fully aware of the new abortion law. Despite liberalization of the law on abortion, advertising of abortion services (excluding information supplied in family planning centres) remains a criminal offence.
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