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Grounds on which abortion is permitted 


To save the life of the woman
Yes*

To preserve physical health
No


To preserve mental health
No


Rape or incest
No


Foetal impairment
No


Economic or social reasons
No


Available on request
No

Additional requirements


Three physicians must certify that an accepted indication for the performance of the abortion exists.  The husband’s consent is required unless the physician believes the operation is needed.



* The Penal Code does not expressly allow abortions to be performed to save the life of the woman, but the general principles of criminal legislation allow abortions to be performed for this reason on condition of necessity.  In addition, the condition of necessity is sometimes interpreted in Egypt as encompassing cases where the pregnancy may cause serious risks to the health of the pregnant woman as well as cases of foetal impairment.


Government view of fertility level:



Too high 

Government intervention regarding fertility level:


To lower

Government policy on contraceptive use:



Direct support provided

Percentage of currently married women using

 
modern contraception (aged 15-49, 1995):


47

Total fertility rate (1995-2000):



3

Age-specific fertility rate (per 1,000 women aged 15-19, 1995-2000):

65

Government has expressed particular concern about:


Morbidity and mortality resulting from induced abortion

..


Complications of childbearing and childbirth


Yes

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live births; 1990):


National 





170


Northern Africa 




340

Female life expectancy at birth (1995-2000):



68



The Egyptian Penal Code of 1937 (sections 260-264) prohibits abortion in all circumstances. Under the general principles of criminal law, however, an abortion may be performed to save the life of the pregnant woman, that is, on grounds of necessity.  This condition is described  in general terms in Article 61 of the Penal Code, which states that “a person who commits a crime in case of necessity to prevent a grave and imminent danger which threatens him or another person shall not be punished, on condition that he has not caused it on his own volition or prevented it by other means”. Although most commonly such grounds justify the performance of an abortion only when the life of the pregnant woman is endangered, in Egypt it is sometimes interpreted as encompassing cases where the pregnancy may cause serious risks to the health of the pregnant woman or even cases of foetal impairment.


Anyone who induces an abortion, including the pregnant woman, is subject to imprisonment.  Physicians, pharmacists, surgeons and midwives who perform an abortion are subject to hard labour. The intent to commit the act is not sufficient to be convicted of the offence of abortion. The prosecution also has to prove the pregnancy of the woman, the interruption of pregnancy and the illegal means to interrupt the pregnancy. Given these requirements, it is difficult for the prosecution to procure the evidence necessary for a conviction of the crime of abortion.


Egypt was the first Arab country to adopt a national population policy. The Government adopted a policy to reduce fertility in 1962 and established the Supreme Council for  Population and Family Planning in 1965.  In 1973, the responsibility for the delivery of family planning services was transferred to the Ministry of Health. Contraception is also available through a number of private sector agencies. The Egyptian Family Planning Association (EFPA), which developed from the National Population Commission, has been providing family planning services at a number of clinics since 1995. EFPA collaborates closely with the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Social Affairs and coordinates the family planning activities of other voluntary organizations. The National Population Commission enlists EFPA’s assistance to reach its contraceptive prevalence target. 

	ABORTION POLICY





	REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CONTEXT





	BACKGROUND













Source:  The Population Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  For additional sources, see list of references.



