UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
ADDRESSTO INAUGURAL GLOBAL FORUM
ON MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Brussels, 10 July 2007

Monseigneuf Prince Philippe of Belgium]|
Prime Minister,

Excellencies,

Delegates

| am honoured to welcome you to the launch of @igbal Forum -- a milestone in our work
to understand the connection between internationgdation and development, and to harness
the power of one to advance the other.

Let me express my deep appreciation to His Majkstg Albert of Belgium, who is
recovering from a minor procedure and could not jg8 today. | wish him a speedy recovery.

| am grateful to Prince Philippe for honouring thigent with his presence, and to His
Excellency Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt, and @&vernment of Belgium for their gracious
support and hospitality. This event would not heakeen place without you.

The road that brought all of us to Brussels wag.dinmay not have been as tortuous, nor as
solitary, as the road travelled by some of the &ier200 million migrants. But in its own way,
ours was a road full of detours and obstacles. haartened that we have reached this stage at
last.

For many years, Member States of our United Nationsed it hard to discuss the sensitive
issue of migration in the international arena. [8otbpic was never high on the UN agenda --
until the High-Level Dialogue at UN HeadquarterdNiew York last September. Even then,
some sceptics predicted that positions would bestdenched, that north and south would
become hopelessly embattled, and that genuinegiialavould be impossible.

The past nine months have proved those sceptiasgwAs we have grasped migration’s
powerful potential for good, old stereotypes haverbled, and new opportunities have captured
our imaginations.

As a result, under the wise leadership of Belgiumh af my Special Representative, Peter
Sutherland, well over a hundred Member States havrked together steadfastly over the past
year. You have built on the momentum of last yeHitgh-Level Dialogue. You have seized on
the idea championed by the UN to gather in a Gl&balm. And you have drawn on the
invaluable contributions of civil society, repretaives of which met yesterday to contribute to
the Forum.



Now that we are here, we must make the most otctiasice to address one of the great
global challenges of our century. We must seize tioment to begin transforming what too
many perceive as a threat into an opportunitys ¢ur obligation to understand the implications
of the migration phenomenon, to learn from eaclemthnd to build partnerships that will make
migration work for development. It is our duty tounter the marginalization, abuse, and
discrimination that some groups of migrants séitid today. It is our calling to move forward
together with courage -- in the same bold spiat thtrepid migrants display around the world.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

How can we achieve this? Not by making grand progements, or creating elaborate new
structures. We are not building an organizatiosdiwe the world’s migration problems -- far
from it.

Nor are we here to design a blueprint for how tomagge international migration flows. There
can be no such thing: people move to the pulltoétéer life, to the push of danger or despair, to
the forces of the market, to the call of the hurneart.

Nor have we come to dictate to one another how mamnlgow few, migrants should come or
go from our countries. These should be decisiordenhy individuals within the framework of
each sovereign nation’s laws.

Rather, what we acknowledge together, by convethilsg-orum, is that we live in a new age
-- an age of mobility, in which more and more peoplll move across the globe with ever-
greater frequency. More countries are part of tiggation system than ever before, and
migrants journey from one corner of the world tother.

This is a global phenomenon that defies the eaggosazations of the past, with its neat
separations, such as that between countries ahaigl destination. Today, we recognize that
we are all in this together. The revolutions imgj@ortation and communications, together with
the globalization of our economies, make our exgee of migration different from any
previous time in human history.

We cannot stop this force of human nature. But aredo a great deal to build a better
migration experience. We can ensure that peopleertoa way that is safe and legal, and which
protects their rights. We can work to strengthengbsitive impact of migration on the
development of migrants’ home countries. We camerage destination countries to promote
the success of migrants, both in their original redr adopted homes. We can advance the
understanding that the better integrated migrametsthe more they will have to contribute to
their countries of origin -- as returnees or asagiegl members of a global diaspora.

Over the next two days, our task is one of edugatinwrselves:

= to understand what we, as policymakers, can doatxmmze the benefits of migration for
development, while ensuring that development l¢adgialitatively better migration.

= to learn from each other in a systematic, comprekierway.



= to build on the experiences we have gained atag®mal, national, and local levels.

Let me be more specific. At this early stage oéiinational cooperation on migration and
development, we are trying to build trust amonge3taSo we should focus on those policy
actions that stand to benefit all the actors innthgration system -- but above all, migrants, their
families, and their communities.

For decades, the toil of solitary migrants has éeliiit entire families and communities out
of poverty. Their earnings have built houses, ptedlihealth care, equipped schools, and planted
the seeds of businesses. They have woven togeterarld by transmitting ideas and
knowledge from country to country. They have preddhe dynamic human link between
cultures, societies, and economies. Yet only régdatve we begun to understand not only how
much international migration impacts developmeut,imw smart public policies can magnify
this effect.

That is what you are here to discuss. In so dgiag,can make a major contribution to the
collective well-being of humankind. Consider jusistexample: in the past few years alone,
Governments have understood the importance of tamoiés to development, and taken steps to
encourage greater competition among banks and rioaesfer companies. This has
dramatically reduced transfer costs in many marketsa result, literally billions of extra dollars
have reached residents of developing countries/gugar. This Forum has a key role to play in
building on that momentum.

But the wealth of migrants is not measured in maadeye. You will also discuss how
countries of origin can tap the great wealth ofiskind knowledge accumulated by migrants.
How can migrant doctors who have prospered abrefmthain the next generation of physicians
back home? What strategies can countries pursaigréet back their scientists and
entrepreneurs? How can we advance co-developmehereby, for instance, developed
countries that recruit highly-skilled professionefennel aid back to countries of origin to
support education there?

Equally, you will discuss the contribution of migta to the progress and well-being of
developed countries. Here too, their economic,atpand cultural contributions are evident
everywhere. Their cultures, values, and traditiooisonly enrich our societies, but enable us to
adapt successfully to a world that is changing falséy have founded countless enterprises,
including household names such as eBay, Mittal,gBg@nd Intel. And they have pioneered
research as a basis for innovation. In the Unitedy#om alone, at least 20 Nobel Prize
Laureates came to the country as migrants or rekige

Migrants with lower skill levels are also critidal the success of our economies. Every hour
of every day they tend to our sick, our elders,ahildren. They clean our homes, harvest our
crops, labour in our industry. They perform manyha most essential tasks that undergird our
well-being. Yet, they work in sectors of the ecolyonhere they are vulnerable to exploitation,
discrimination, or worse. As we learn to make miigrawork for development, we must learn to
protect the rights of migrants.

Excellencies,



Through the process that led to this Forum, we l@ready reached an understanding of the
interplay between development and internationakatign -- an understanding based on
evidence and sound analysis, rather than on arec@liotunderstanding that can form the basis
of a rational, forward-looking, and less politicizeonversation about migration. An
understanding that can help foster partnershipsxgmountries, so as to magnify the
development impact of migration while addressisgatot causes.

Throughout this process, the Government of Beldgias provided judicious and
constructive leadership. At every stage, it hagmigffect to the principles that underpin the
Forum, putting in place a sound basis for its feitdevelopment.

Under the tireless direction of Her Excellency, Aasbador Régine De Clercq, Belgium
assembled a multinational Task Force that has wiodkggedly to respond to the real needs of
UN Member States. The team has done so in a callagd consultative spirit, acting as the
servant of this new States-led process, ratherdbkats owner.

Belgium proposed a Forum agenda on the basis af inpm over 100 Member States. It
asked Governments to designate focal points foFtdram, enhancing policy coherence in
capitals around the world. It convened three mgstof the “Friends of the Forum” to build up
the process. And it worked in partnership with savdozen States and international
organizations to develop the substantive contetftisfmeeting.

In addition, by partnering with the King Baudouiaufdation in organizing a civil society
day, Belgium has underscored the crucial role mldyenon-State actors in the dynamic of
migration and development.

Soon, responsibility for the Global Forum will pasghe Philippines -- one of the world’s
most important actors on migration. | thank Her &ébency, President Gloria Arroyo, for her
Government’s engagement. | have no doubt that gheasry forward the work begun by
Belgium with seriousness and skill.

For my part, | will remain deeply committed to therum’s work, and pledge to maintain its
link to the United Nations through my Special Reprdative on Migration, Mr. Peter
Sutherland. | am sure | speak for all of us in edieg my gratitude for the way Peter Sutherland
has generated the energy and the vision that hade this Forum possible.

Finally, | hope the Forum will develop closer coltation with the entire United Nations
system through the entities of the Global Migrat@®mup. | have asked Mr. Sha Zukang, my
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Sociahifdfand current chair of the Group, to
explore ways of building synergies between GMG memaland the Forum process.

The Government of Belgium has asked that the Fgmaduce concrete and practical
outcomes. Because the Forum is not a negotiatidy, lsuch outcomes depend crucially on the
will of each one of you. They require you to folley on whatever is agreed here, and explore
future possibilities for collaboration.



Let us remember: migration is not only about weahld poverty. It is about the kind of
societies we want to live in. You have a uniqueapmity to help shape them, for the benefit of
future generations.

Thank you very much.



