





feel powerless to demand even the most basic public services. Children are
not in schools, but in waste dumpsites eking out a living from scavenging.
Policy makers and civil society actors must put these people and their
concerns among the priorities in their decision-making.

While urbanization provides a net growth in terms of economic
development, we must not lose sight of the daunting challenges that rural
communities face, particularly those in developing countries. If we are to
achieve the MDGs by 2015, greater concern must be given to those
communities, in which approximately 675 million still lack access to safe
drinking water and two billion live without access to basic sanitation.
National and international policies would do well to ensure that rural
communities have access to higher quality and more accessible social
services.

Mr. Chairman,

For its part, the Holy See and its institutions remain committed to
addressing the concerns of all migrants and to finding ways to collaborate
with all, in order to ensure a proper balance between the just concerns of
state and those of individual human beings. Helping migrants meet their
basic needs does not only aid their transition and help keep families
together. It is also a positive way to encourage them to become productive,
responsible, law-abiding and contributors- to the common good of the
society.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



