






The Brazilian rapid urbanization process was not fully accommodated by infrastructure .
provision and social policy. Under-service in both dimensions was the norm rather than

· exception. Ur9an zoning of fonnal housing in the core of metropoli~areas is blamed as
the cause of an exclusionary spatially segregated process with the sprawl of under-serviced
dwellings in the periphery of metropolitan areas. 'This process tended to be more aggravated,

· in metropolitan rather in mid-sized urban areas. This is considered a major factor behind the
decline in urban amenities and the rise in violence observed in large cities of BraziL Recent
experiences have shown that good social poliCies and urban infrastructure based on equal
access and citizenship rights can reverse this process. If this experience can be passed to
other countries, it is better that the provision of services is created as urbanization takes
place. This creates a negative feedback mechanism that keeps 'cities from social" segregation
and the degradation of urban amenities. Unfortunately, mayors tend to adopt a Todaro labor'
migration model to the urban provision realm, by considering social provision of urban
services as a device to attract more migrants. The outcome is a degradation of urban
amenities with urban g;owth in the periphery and irregular land settlements

The share of precarious housing condition in Brazil, measured as the percentage of
dwellings built with non-permanent materials on the walls, roofs, or non-cemented floors

,has declined more recently from 13% in 1992 to 5% in 2004. In the same period, the s~e
of households under-serviced by some infrastructure service declined from "around 10% in
1992 to 4% in 2004. The share of untitled dwellings has been constant around 4% during

· the period. A great deal of urban investments has done more recently by the Brazilian
Government, in order to alleviate the problems that have accumulated over the years of this
urbanization process. A Ministry of the Cities was created to deal with these necessary
compensatory investments and a long-term National Urban Plan is being organized, .
including a land titling reform. Non-contributory assistance cash programs were also
created both to elderly and to families with school aged children, these major innovative
programs seem to be contributing to the growth and stabilization of small non-metropolitan
urban areas in the country.

Mr. Chairman,

I hope that the Brazilian experience of uprooted population by means of internal migration
in a continental country can contribute to the design of policies that may be helpful to other
countries.

Thank you.


