
New website launched with the complete collection of 
“World Economic and Social Surveys” in PDF format

Published annually since 1947, the World Economic and Social Survey covers the economic perfor-
mance of the world economy, including country and regional analyses, since the creation of the United 
Nations. The Survey started out as the Economic Report in response to a 1947 mandate by the General 
Assembly. It evolved into the World Economic Survey in 1955 and into the World Economic and Social 
Survey in 1994. Over the years, the Survey has continued to offer timely analysis and policy advice on 
macroeconomic and development issues. In 2004, the World Economic and Social Survey started to 
focus exclusively on medium- to long-term thematic issues, leaving the short-term economic analysis to 
its sister publication, the World Economic Situation and Prospects. Recent topics that have been cov-
ered by the Survey include the economic and social implications of climate change, population ageing, 
economic insecurity and international migration.

The complete archive of the Survey, now available online, allows the free download of each issue 
from 1947 to 2010 in PDF format. It represents a unique collection of analyses reflecting the evolution of 
UN thinking on economic and social development. It also serves as an excellent reference tool for chart-
ing the evolution of trends in the world economy in terms of inflation, fiscal policy, monetary policy, 
exchange-rate policies, economic growth and labour markets.

This website allows users to:

Explore, search, and view every page of every report as it originally appeared¾¾

Browse reports by title and by topic¾¾

Download, save and print selected chapters or full reports¾¾

Freely share content with others¾¾

This FREE resource will be an essential tool for policymakers, researchers and the general public 
to enable them to see how the UN development agenda is shaped and understand the policy recom-
mendations that are derived from it. It will also provide an essential resource to aid in understanding 
the international framework and its role in providing solutions to challenges such as climate change, 
economic crises and population ageing.
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World Economic and Social Survey

Follow the evolution of the world economy and main development issues since 1947 
The Complete World Economic and Social Survey archive now available for FREE download
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