UNESCO s contribution to the Secretary-General's report on the

i mpl enent ati on of General Assenbly resolution 56/110 on "Econom c assi stance
to the Eastern European States affected by the devel opnents in the Bal kans"
UNESCO has continued to provide assistance to the Eastern European States

af fected by the devel opnents in the Bal kans. The Director General convened
a Hi gh-Level Conference on Strengthening Cooperation in South-East Europe
(Paris, 4-5 April 2002) with a viewto (i) discussing priorities for future
cooperation; (ii) contributing to better coordination of the action of nmajor
i ntergovernmental organizations in the region, avoiding duplication and

i ncreasing conplenentarity; and (iii) sensitising the internationa
community to the need for concerted efforts. UNESCO presented a strategy
paper for action in South-East Europe, which identified priority areas and
set out a nunber of interdisciplinary and inter-State project proposals to
be inplenmented in partnership with other agencies active in the region in
its fields of conpetence.

Educati on

Wthin the framework of the sub-regi onal environnmental educational project
SEMEP (Sout h East Mediterranean Environnmental Project), UNESCO carried
out / supported various activities in the region

The activities run within the UNI TW N UNESCO Chai rs Progranme focussed on
bui |l di ng up synergies between its objectives and those of the
extra-budgetary Progranme on CGovernance and Managenent of Hi gher Education
in South East Europe. Universities from Croatia, Romania, Serbia and

Mont enegr o benefited from UNESCO CEPES counsel ling and financial support for
bot h I aunchi ng new UNESCO Chai rs and networ ki ng

UNESCO, in co-operation with UNM K and a nunber of |ocal and international
partners, has been developing a pilot project for the training of Kosovar
teachers in denocratic skills and human rights.

The UNESCQO Stability Pact project education for denocratic citizenship: from
policy to effective practice through quality assurance in South East Europe
was | aunched in February 2003 in Al bania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ronania, Serbia &

Mont enegro and Sl oveni a.

UNESCO, in partnership with the Mnistry of Education of Bulgaria, the
Institute for International Cooperation of the Gernman Association of Adult
Educati on and the European Uni on, organi zed the first Regional Conference on
Lifelong Learning in Europe: Myving Towards EFA Goal s and CONFI NTEA V Agenda
(Sofia, Bulgaria, Novenber 2002).

A joint UNICEF and UNESCO activity is the ongoing literacy progranme for
Al bani an speaking girls and wormen which in 2002 concentrated on the training
and nonitoring of the national nonitor teamand the facilitators.

The Institute for Information Technol ogi es in Education has | aunched the
sub-regi onal project Information and Comuni cati on Technol ogi es for
Educati on Capacity Devel opnent towards the Construction of a Know edge
Soci ety for Sout heast European States.. The project is ained at providing



support to the process of developnent in the region through raising

awar eness of high-1evel education policy nmakers on the trends, chall enges,
and priorities of information and conmuni cati on technol ogy usage in
educati on.

Nat ural Sci ences

In 2002- 2003 actions towards the reconstruction of scientific cooperation in
Sout h- East ern Europe have been focussed on the inplenentation of
reconmendati ons of the Round Table of the Mnisters of Science The
Post-Conflict situation in the Bal kans: rebuil ding cooperation in
Sout h- Eastern Europe in the Fields of Science and Research (Paris, Cctober
2001) and the above nentioned H gh Level Conference on Strengthening
Cooperation in South-East Europe (Paris, 2002).

UNESCO set up several ad hoc Working Groups in order to identify priorities
for science and technol ogy and involve the scientific community fromthe
region for the definition and el aborati on of a nunber of regional and | ong
term co-operative projects: Wrking Goup on Research |Infrastructures;
Working Group on Informati on and Conmmuni cati on Academ ¢ and Research Network
(I CARE); Working Group on Restoring and | nproving Human potential in
research in the region; Wrking Goup on Environnent.

Furthernore, UNESCO continues to develop its regular working contacts with
scientific comunities covering a |arge spectrum of basic and engi neering
sciences : the sponsorship of scientific projects ainmed at the creation of
cooperative networks in the fields of chemstry, material sciences and
renewabl e sources of energy; a nunber of international scientific neetings
with the enlarged participation of young scientific; a series of advanced
training activities; provision of short termresearch and travel grants in
the fields of biotechnol ogy and nol ecul ar biology to young tal ented

resear chers.

Cul ture

The project Towards a plural cultural identity in a region of intercommunity
tensi on was extended until the end of 2003, focusing on intercultura

nmedi ati on through different art and pedagogi cal supports (film literature
contenporary art). Training sessions in the field of mediation and

i ntercultural managenent were al so devel oped i n Bosnia and Herzegovina for
partici pants of the whole region.

Conmuni cati on and | nfornation

UNESCO has been setting up a printing plant in Serbia and Montenegro
(expected to be operational in Septenber 2003) to provide quality printing
servi ces to i ndependent newspapers on fair and reasonabl e commercial ternmns.
The Organi zation al so provided support to ERNO a South East European News
Exchange for Public Service Tel evision Broadcasters, which functions as a
human and techni cal resource devel opnent network, for facilitating the
production, transm ssion and reception of news programes in the region

UNESCO has initiated with the Wrld Associ ati on of Newspapers a project on
nmedi a i n education in South-East Europe. The project ainms at offering



opportunities for young people to learn critical reading and to raise their
awareness of the role of the nmedia in denocratic society.

To neet the growi ng needs for advanced network designers and adm nistrators
in the region, a series of two-nonth training courses on Advanced Network
Admi ni stration and Design were organi zed by UNESCO i n 2002.



