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Concept Note 

Ministerial Roundtable: “Forest-based solutions for accelerating achievement of the SDGs” 

Thirteenth Session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF13) 

3:00 – 6:00 pm, 7 May 2018 

Background  

In accordance with the quadrennial programme of work of the UN Forum on Forests, the thirteenth 

session of the Forum will focus on policy dialogue on the thematic and operational priorities, priority 

actions and resource needs for the period 2017–2018, with the engagement of, and exchange of 

experiences among, members of the Forum, member organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on 

Forests (CPF), regional and subregional organizations, major groups and other relevant stakeholders, 

including civil society, private sector and academia. UNFF13 is the first policy session of the Forum since 

the adoption of the UN Strategic Plan for Forests 2030 (UNSPF) in 2017, and will provide a timely 

opportunity for the Forum to provide input to deliberations at the High-level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development (HLPF) in July 2018.  The set of goals to be reviewed in depth at HLPF 2018 are: 

▪ Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

▪ Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

▪ Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

▪ Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

▪ Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss 

▪ Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for 

Sustainable Development 

It should be noted that the ECOSOC President, through her letter of 27 November 2017, has also 

invited the Forum to provide its input to the deliberation of the HLPF2018. 

Context 

As highlighted in the UN Strategic Plan for Forests, 30 per cent of the Earth’s land area is covered by 

forests.  An estimated 1.6 billion people, or 25 per cent of the global population, depend on forests for 

subsistence, livelihood, employment and income generation.  Forests provide essential ecosystem 

services, such as timber, food, fuel, fodder, non-wood products and shelter, as well as contribute to soil 

and water conservation and clean air.  They are home to an estimated 80 per cent of all terrestrial species 

and contribute substantially to climate change mitigation and adaptation and to the conservation of 

biodiversity. 

The sustainable management of forests and trees thus holds the key for accelerating implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and achievement of most, if not all, the Sustainable 

Development Goals.   
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Objectives 

The Ministerial Roundtable will provide a unique opportunity for senior officials of Member States of the 

Forum to share their vision and experiences on how sustainable management of forests will accelerate 

implementation of the SDGs under review of the HLPF2018, and advance implementation of the UNSPF 

and its Global Forest Goals and targets. In line with the guidance provided in the letter of the ECOSOC 

President, the objectives of the discussions are to:  

▪ Share knowledge and lessons learned, at national or regional level, on innovative forest-based 

actions to transform towards sustainable and resilient societies, and to ensure that no one is left 

behind; 

▪ Identify gaps, challenges and emerging issues likely to affect contribution of forests to the 

achievement of the SDGs; 

▪ Make forest-based policy recommendations on ways to accelerate progress in achieving SDG6, 

SDG7, SDG11, SDG12, SDG15 and SDG17. 

▪ Identify areas where political guidance by the HLPF 2018 is required.  

Modality 

The discussions during the Ministerial Roundtable will be moderated by His Excellency Mr. Muhammad 

Shahrul Ikram Yaakob, Chair of UNFF13 and Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Malaysia to 

the United Nations in New York.   

The discussions will be launched by a key note speech by (a minister/UN Senior Official/a renowned 

individual), focusing on the objectives of the Ministerial Roundtable.  The key note speech will be 

followed by interactive discussions among ministers and high-level participants. 

Depending on the number of Ministers confirmed to participate in the Ministerial Roundtable, the 

session may be divided into one hour and half segments, each focusing on two objectives of the 

Roundtable.  There will be no prepared statements, and each intervention is envisioned to be 4-5 

minutes.     

The Ministerial Roundtable is open to all Members of the Forum, representatives of CPF member 

organizations, major groups and other stakeholders. However, during the interactive discussions, 

priority will be given to those delegations that are represented by the Ministers/high level officials, and 

Principals of the CPF member organizations.  

Expected Output 

A summary of the key issues and ideas highlighted at the Ministerial Roundtable will be included in the 

Chair’s summary of discussions of the Forum’s input to the HLPF2018.  


