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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen

The Czech Republic has the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its
27 Member States.

The EU thanks the Secretariat for providing the document E/CN.18/2009/5 and
appreciates the work that has been done in preparing the discussion on the important
issue of reversing the loss of forest cover, preventing forest degradation in all types of

forests and combating desertification, including low forest cover countries.

Recalling the first Global Objective on Forests, the EU would like to emphasize the
importance of sustainable forest management in tackling deforestation, forest
degradation and desertification and, in this regard, the significant contribution of

sustainable forest management to soil conservation and water resources management.

The EU wishes to stress that the efforts made towards reversing the loss of forest
cover, preventing forest degradation in all types of forests and combating
desertification, including low forest cover countries, can provide other important
benefits with respect to climate change mitigation and adaptation, biodiversity

conservation, increasing timber supplies, and fulfilling the needs of society.

The EU recognizes that illegal logging and related trade is one of the direct drivers of
deforestation and forest degradation, and considers that strengthening forest law
enforcement, governance and respective institutions at local and national levels are
necessary for any effective political response with a view to excluding illegal timber
from the market. The EU also recognizes the underlying causes of deforestation and
forest degradation, which often arise from outside the forestry sector, are of the cross-
sectoral nature, and have serious social impacts. The EU emphasizes the importance

of addressing these causes in an integrated way.

Forests are often destroyed because it is more profitable in the short run to

unsustainably harvest timber and to use land for other purposes than for sustainably






