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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

During the eighth session of the United Nations Forum on Forests, the Czech
Republic has the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27
Member States.

The EU thanks the Secretariat for preparing excellent documents on individual sub-
items of agenda item 5 and especially for the document E/CN.18/2009/8, which
provides an overview of recommendations for addressing key challenges of forests in

a changing environment.

The agenda item 5 "forests in a changing environment" is extremely broad. Climate
change mitigation and adaptation, forest biodiversity conservation, reversing the loss
of forest cover, preventing forest degradation and combating desertification belongs
to the most serious challenges that forests and forestry face They should be addressed

immediately and effectively. Now there is a time for action.

The EU recognizes the important role that SFM plays in combating desertification,
soil conservation and water resources management, and requests that UNFF-8 give

proper consideration to soil and water as crucial components of forest ecosystems.

It is obvious that the three sub-items of the agenda item 5 are closely interlinked. For
example, efforts made towards reversing the loss of forest cover, preventing forest -
degradation and combating desertification can provide other important benefits with
respect to the mitigation of and ﬁdaptatiﬁn to climate change, and to the conservation
of forest biodiversity. On the other hand, for example, biodiversity considerations
should be fully taking into account in climate change mitigation and adaptation. That
1s why the key challenges of forests in a changing environment should be addressed

in a coherent and integrated manner.

Mr. Chairman, the EU wishes to reiterate that sustainable forest management is a
right response to afore-mentioned challenges and that the non-legally binding

instrument on all types of forests and national forest programmes are appropriate






