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My, Chairman,

1. First, | would like to thank the Secretary General’s reports on item 5 of the agenda, ntled
“Forests in a changing environment”. The documents include valuable analytic elements for the

Forum’s discussions.

2. In general, my delegation considers that the reports’ recommendations for addressing the key
challenges in this field are appropriate. Many of them aim at promoting synergies among the
various environmental agendas. This is an objective that my Government promotes at the
national level, with a view to broaden the articulation of forests policies and to enhance the
internal coordination regarding the main MEAs.

3. Among the sub-items contained in the reports, the link between forests and climate change is,
without a doubt, one that deserves special attention. We share the recommendation of the
Secretary General, in the sense that this single issue should not dominate the global forest agenda
and that in its analysis the full scope of forests in sustainable development must be considered.

4. Colombia also considers that the UNFCCC and the KP constitute the main process to address
this issue. In parnticular, with regards to the reduction of emissions from deforestation. At the
same time, we recognize the relevance of promoting a permanent dialogue that favors the
advancement of voluntary initatives at the field level, as well as cooperation modalities which
involve developing countries, donors and relevant organizations such as the CPF.

5. Likewise, we reaffirm the commitment of the Colombian Government to the implementation of
strategies and the promotion of actions to strengthen the contribution of forests to sustainable
development and to face the negative impacts of climate change. For example, we believe in the
opportunities that the CDM provides in this context. Currently, 12 projects are being promoted
in Colombia under this scheme, which are at different stages of progress and account for more
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