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Mr. Chairman,

Forests provide essential economic, social and environmental
benefits to people around the world. When sustainably managed, forests
contribute significantly to sustainable development, poverty alleviation,
biodiversity conservation and addressing climate change. Implementing
SFM worldwide is critically dependent upon good governance at all
levels and long—term financial investments from all sources-public and
private, Foreign and domestic. India’s view on proposals for financing
SFM have already been communicated. We reiterate the same. The
preferred option is dedicated global forest fund. Allocation of funds
should be on a results driven and performance based manner. As far as
Sources of financial resources are concerned there is need to identify
existing and emerging public and private financing sources & identify
opportunities to significantly enhance financing for SFM besides
encouraging private investment flows into SFM by creating a favourable
climate for such investments as a long—term strategy. The dedicated
Global Fund shall take care of 3 critical needs in developing countries-
Inadequate Financial Resources, Inadequate Capacity, Inadequate access
to Technology. There is need to seek transparent and efficient
administration, including an effective monitoring and evaluation system
at the global, national and local level for taking midterm corrective
measures. Priority should be given for the valuation of goods and
services provided by the forests along with long term investment in the
forestry sector. There is need to

- develop an accounting system for assessment and valuation of
trees outside forest areas.

- involve participating donors and beneficiaries in relevant
planning, implementation & decision-making,

- create an enabling environment for private sector investment
and institutional arrangements on forests to address the gaps and
facilitate actions.






