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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Community and its 27 Member

States.

The EU appreciates the well-prepared meeting documents submitted for our
consideration, which provide a solid basis for further deliberations on financing

sustainable forest management during this session.

The EU would like to express its appreciation to the Government of Surinam, the
Netherlands and the United States for organizing the country-led initiative in
Paramaribo last September. We are convinced that the Paramaribo Dialogue
identified opportunities to significantly enhance financing for sustainable forest
management. The EU also thanks the UNFF Bureau and the UNFF Secretariat for
organizing the meeting of the ad hoc Open-Ended Expert Group in Vienna and, most
recently, the Informal Consultation on Finance in Rome in order to facilitate a
consensus on the future financing arrangement for sustainable forest management

during the UNFF-8 session.

Mr. Chairman, we have been discussing the difficult subject of financing sustainable
forest management for quite a long time. Many things have changed since we began
our debates, not least the heightened public and political interest in forests and the
emergence of new opportunities to finance sustainable forest management. The EU is
strongly of the view that UNFF-8 should take a clear decision on a future financing
arrangement for sustainable forest management, so that we can direct our attention to
the implementation of the Non-Legally Binding Instrument on all types of forests
(NLBI) and the achievement of the Four Global Objectives on Forests.

The EU recognizes that there are inadequacies in current financing of sustainable
forest management in terms of the geographic and thematic coverage and that some
elements are currently under development. In addition, we recognize that information

about available sources of finance is not always easy to access or understand.






