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Mr. Chairman,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The existence of the international dialogue on forests supported by the United

Nations is fundamental for me as the Minister of Environment of the Republic of

Poland. This dialogue, initiated at the Rio Summit in 1992 and subsequently

continued through the IPF, IFF and UNFF processes, has led us directly to this

particular session, where the community of countries from all over the world is to

make a decision on the future of the international arrangement on forests and to

adopt a multi-year programme of work that will determine international forest policy

agenda for in up-coming years. Today, we have to admit that fifteen years after

adopting the Forest Principles and Chapter 11 of Agenda 21 on combating

deforestation, forest resources on our planet continue to constrict at a frightening

pace, whereas many of those still existing are strongly degraded. On the other hand,

the globalisation and fast developing world formulate new demands and new

challenges for forests, such as those formulated in the Millennium Development

Goals. As a minister responsible also for forests in Poland, I am convinced that

concerted efforts of international community are required in order to raise awareness

at all levels to strengthen the sustainable management, conservation and sustainable

development of all types of forests for the benefit of current and future generations.

The International Year on Forests 2011 declared by the ECOSOC should be

considered as one of the means to this end.
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