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Let me begin by expressing Norway's appreciation to the bureau and the secretariat for

preparing this sessions discussion. Norway regards the documents produced by the Secretary

General and the secretariat as a good starting point to search for a consensus at this session.

We also warmly thank the governments of Indonesia for hosting the International Expert

Meeting on "Multi Year Programme of Work on the UNFF" held in Bali, and the government

of Germany for co-hosting this important meeting in support of the UNFF.

UNFF was established as the global intergovernmental forum to promote the implementation

of SFM. It provides an opportunity to raise the profile of forests within the UN and should

both strengthen the global political commitment towards SFM and also enable countries to

report on progress.

We have two main tasks to complete the next two weeks; to adopt a Multi-Year Programme

of Work, and also to adopt an instrument. In this regard, please allow me to express some

general views.

MYPOW

When developing the MYPOW, the focus should be on the Global Objectives on Forests.

The MYPOW should address a limited number of issues, which are politically relevant and

important also outside the forest sector. UNFF sessions should have a clear thematic focus,

Future sessions should hence differ substantially from UNFF 2, 3 and 4, which was

characterised by very complex agendas. One issue that should be addressed at UNFF 8 is

"Climate Change and SFM".

The work programme should retain some degree of flexibility to address new and emerging

Issues.

It is time to reform the structure of the sessions and develop more effective ways of working.

We should not spend much time on negotiations and plenary debate. In-session workshops




