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Mr.Chainnan, DistinguishedDelegates,Ladiesand Gentlemen,

Thank you for this opportunity to speak on behalf of the Liaison Unit of the Ministerial

Conferenre on the Protectionof Forests in Europe. First of all, let me pl~ congratulatethe

UNFF Bureauand the Secretariat for exrellent backgrounddocumentationprepared for this 7th

Sessionof UNFF.

The MCPFEacting as a regional intergovemma1talvehicle facilitatingand coordinatingforest

dialogue in Europe as has always been supporting the United Nations Forum on Forests in its

effortsto !"romotethe implementationof sustainableforestmanagementworldwide.Therefore,the

MCPFE w"!coIT:?s.r,:,:,:oJn.itionof a potential role. ~nd mntrjt;l..~:on of regi""~a! ;~~:~<; ~
i' ~~t;dtivesin the future non-legally binding instrument for all t~v~":'_'";'forestS and the Multi-year

Work Programme which are expected to be agreed upon at this session.

Being a regional, pan-Europeanprocess, the MCPFE has had the opportunity to become an

interfare betweenthe nationaland intemationallevel~.For the last 17 years the Processhas made
every effort to provide feedback on regional and national experiences onSFM totheglobaland

I

- - - - -- - - - - - -- ---




