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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for this opportunity to speak on behalf of the Liaison Unit of the Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe. First of all, let me please congratulate the
UNFF Bureau and the Secretariat for excellent background documentation prepared for this 7™
Session of UNFF.

The MCPFE acting as a regional intergovemmental vehicle facilitating and coordinating forest
dialogue in Europe as has always been supporting the United Nations Forum on Forests in its
efforts to nromote the implementation of sustainable forest management worldwide. Therefore, the
MCPFE we!somas rezggnition of a potential role and contriution of regirmal srocecies and
i-utiatives in the future noh-:egalty binding instrument for all ..oz 7 jorests and the Multi-3}eaf
Work Programme which are expected to be agreed upon at this session.

Being a regional, pan-European process, the MCPFE has had the opportunity to become an
interface between the national and international levels. For the last 17 years the Process has made
every effort to provide feedback on regional and national experiences on SFM to the global and







