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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries Turkey, Croa-
tia” and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia®, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Associa-
tion Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, and the
EFTA country Iceland , member of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine and the Republic

of Moldova align themselves with this statement.

Let me start by thanking the members of the Bureau and the Secretariat for their valuable work in pre-
paring this meeting. The documents submitted for our consideration today, including the most recent
draft text for negotiations on the Multi-Year Programme of Work suggested by the Bureau, provide a

solid basis for addressing the key issues at stake at this session.

The EU would also like to express its particular gratitude to the Government of Indonesia for organis-
ing the country-led initiative in Bali last February. We are convinced that the result of the Bali meeting

will provide valuable input for our deliberations on the MYPOW during this session.

The international community continues to be confronted with the urgent need to forcefully address and
reverse the trend of deforestation and forest degradation worldwide. The latest scientific findings of the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, recent economic analyses, in particular the Stern Report.

Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabili-
sation and Association Process.






