Four Global Objectiveson Forests Agreed Upon

After two weeks of intense negotiations, the Sixth Session of the UN Forum on Forests, on Friday,
24 February 2006, reached an agreement on the future direction of international forest policy.

The Member States agreed on four shared Globa Objectives on Forests, focusing sharply on the timely
and urgent priorities for the practical implementation of sustainable forest management (SFM). Inthe
need to curb deforestation and as a contribution of forests to the achievement of the internationally
agreed development goals, the UN Forum on Forests came to an accord.

The Global Objectives on Forests aim to:

Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through sustainable forest management (SFM),
including protection, restoration, afforestation and reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent
forest degradation;

Enhance forest-based economic, socia and environmental benefits, including by improving the
livelihoods of forest-dependent people;

Increase significantly the area of protected forests and other sustainably managed forests, and
increase the proportion of forest products derived from sustainably managed forests; and
Reverse the decline in official development assistance for sustainable forest management and
mobilize significantly-increased new and additional financial resources from all sources for the
implementation of SFM.

The Forum set a positive tone on efforts to strengthen international and national-level collaboration on
implementing these Global Objectives. The Forum, which includes every Member State of the United
Nations, has been in existence for five years. During the two-week session, the Forum’s mandate was
renewed for another nine years until the year 2015.

The UN Forum on Forests demonstrated the Member States’ strong political commitment to
sustainable forest management, and the Forum agreed that it would conclude and adopt a non-legally
binding instrument on all types of forests at its seventh session next year.

For more information, contact Njeri Kariuki, email: kariuki @un.org, http://www.un.org/esa/forests/




