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Mr. President,
Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year marked the halfway point to reaching the MDGs. According to the 2007
United Nations MDGs report, countries around the world, particularly the poorest ones,
have made substantial but uneven progress in achieving the goals. The significant loss
of forest in the last 15 years as highlighted in the report signals a critical need for
intensified effort. In that context, the forest-dependent communities are among the
poorest and most vulnerable. |Improving the economic plight of these millions of poor
people requires urgent action.

By adopting the Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests, the United
Nations General Assembly has clearly signalled the strong commitment of its Member
States in promoting sustainable forest management worldwide, and has reaffirmed the
crucial contribution of forests to the achievement of broader international development
goals and sustainable development.

Furthermore, the adoption of the NLBI by the general Assembly today is very timely in
light of recent development that took place in Bali last week which confirmed the
strategic role of forests. Therefore, now is the right moment to launch a new era in
implementing sustainable forest management.

Mr. President,

In my capacity as Chair of the UNFF-8 Bureau, and on behalf of my fellow Bureau
members, | would like to assure the President and General Assembly today, that we will
certainly do everything within our capacity to carry forth this solemn commitment of the
Assembly.

We are well guided by the new work programme of the United Nations Forum on
Forests, which complements and contributes to the implementation of the wider
development agenda. You will see that the programme neatly links with other sectors
and processes, such as climate change, biological diversity, desertification and the
internationally-agreed development goals. This cross-sectoral approach goes hand-in-
hand with the Forum’s focus on international cooperation, calling for well-coordinated
mechanisms connecting actors at all levels — from intemational to local-level
practitioners.

It is against this background that UNFF-8's theme “Forests in a changing
environment; and Means of implementation for sustainable forest management”
takes particular significance.

Let me also emphasize that effective implementation of sustainable forest management
is critically dependent upon adequate resources, including, in particular, financing and
capacity-building. Developing countries are fully aware of the huge challenges at hand,
but are often constrained by lack of capacity. Thus, a critical element in the successful






