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Preparations for 
the International Year of Forests 2011

- Activities proposed and in development -

Country/Organization Name:
Office of Ecology and Natural Resource Conservation, US Department of State 

Planned activity:
At this point, the US Department of State is only able to provide preliminary information on activities being prepared by the US Government, agencies, and stakeholders.  The US Forest Service and other agencies have initiated planning together with state foresters, NGOs, and other stakeholders, for activities to recognize the International Year of Forests in 2011, including to:

· Identify and communicate messages and materials to promote public understanding of forest benefits to people, and building support for US forests

· Identify and promote policy issues and goals for SFM.  (These could include issues such as climate change, water production, and ecosystem resilience.) 

· Develop a set of common themes and messages for partners to use

· Consider tailored messages and themes to be conveyed by individual natural resource agencies/organizations

· Consider ways to engage the Congress and other political leaders, including the possibility of political proclamations or declarations

· Explore commemorative activities with other governments

The activities would be primarily national in scope, but could also include regional or international commemorative events with countries with which we have important cooperation on forest-related issues.

I hope this is still helpful in preparing the report for the upcoming General Assembly.
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