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Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends,

Thank you for the honor given to me to address the High-Level Special Event
“The Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests — Heralding a

Mew Era in Emplement]n'g Sustainable Forest Management”.

| am proud to stand here today with the landmark success of UNFF7 adopted
by the General Assembly.

For over a year, we, representatives from all UN regions have worked
intensely together in a very constructive atmosphere.

It was a true teamwork effort!

Together we made it happen after 15 years.

It was the dedication of many.

| am particularly grateful for the excellent way we worked together within he
Bureau.

| also would like to thank the UNFF Secretariat and Conference Services, in
particular Ms. Vivian Pliner, for their outstanding support during UNFF7.

On the occasion of his retirement | am pleased to recognize the valuable and,
at times, surprising work of Pekka Patosaari as Head of the UNFF
Secretariat. | '

This work also greatly benefited from the outstanding work of his

predecessor, Dr. Jag Maini.
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