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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Financing for Development Office

Workshop on

“Fostering Entrepreneurship in Africa”
(Monastir, Tunisia, 9 June 2006)

African Investment Advisory (AIA), in partnership with Junior Chambers International (JCI) and with support from the Financing for Development Office (FFDO) of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, are organizing a workshop to address barriers to business activity with particular focus on Africa, including bureaucracy, skills, and finance. This event will be held on 9 June 2006, during the JCI annual Africa conference in Monastir, Tunisia, whose principal theme is “Entrepreneurs in action for global solidarity: The worldwide solidarity funds.” The objective of the workshop is to share best practices, identify gaps, and to develop ideas and new initiatives to tackle the barriers to SME growth, including advocacy with governments and donors, where required.  The outcome of this and similar discussions will be reported to the UN General Assembly in preparation for the 2007 High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development.  
Agenda

8.30 am
Registration of participants
9.00 am
Formal Welcome

Opening addresses by workshop organisers:

JCI – Mr. Michael Kern / AIA – Mr. James Laing


Tunisian Government – Mr. Mondher Znaidi, Minister of Commerce and Handicraft


UNFFD – Mr. Krishnan Sharma
9.15 am
Enhancing SME access to finance

Speakers:  Mr. Julius Kakuru of Uganda Business School; Mr. Dotun Ajayi, African Business Roundtable
Moderator:  Mr. Alfred Kalisa, Chairman and CEO of Bank of Commerce, Development and Industry, and African Finance Systems and Management
Rapporteur:  World Economic Forum (invited)

Diaspora financing to strengthen entrepreneurship

Speakers:  Mr. Jose Garson, BRED Banque Populaire; Mrs. Modupe Adelaja, Director General of Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria

Moderator:  Mr. Jean-Louis Ekra, President of African Export Import Bank

Rapporteur:  JCI
10.45 am
Break for coffee and networking
11.00 am
Role of larger corporations in nurturing smaller companies


Speakers:  Mr. Ejeviome Eloho Otobo, UN Office of the Special Adviser on Africa; Mr. Charles Ocici, Enterprise Uganda

Moderator:  Mr. Trimarchi, ITPO or ICC Tunisia 

Rapporteur:  JCI

Capacity building to encourage entrepreneurship



Speakers:  Dr. David Kamara, Development and Policy Management Division, UNECA; Mr. Seiichiro Hisakawa, UNIDO; Mr. Arthur Sserwanga, Global Entrepreneurship Monitor

Moderator:  Mr. Henry Mbaguta, Government of Uganda

Rapporteur:  JCI
12.30 pm
Summary by workshop organiser, including action plan and way forward
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