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Your Excellencies,

Thishasbeen”h milestone  week. 1. am  honoured to'
speakon (thisRistorical[dccasioniwhere Wworldileaders/in
factrose! ipto'thechallenge of: thangingthe fate of
humanity “foi the better.. The ‘hews Fhat the world was'_
waiting “withgreat anticipation”is ‘how official. The:

document_that” will guide bur’ international  &fforts on
sustainable development for!thenext decade and ahalf -
~fand of "course I7am delightedthat’ the action agenda
we Haveldgreed hiere Bears the iame 0f Qur dapital ‘vity.

For me, the_ Addis"Ababa’ Action Agenda s especially
significant inlthree ways.

First,'because the world Ts! ¢lear in its resolve that no.
one_ 1s_:leftTibehind as__ wel make the” 'Sustainable
DevelopmentGoals:a Feality. “That s he headline aimi |
of "thefirst! Sustainable Development” Goal, and it s~
right’that’ it should “be’ reflected “prominently “in this
week’s dutcome’document. . |



InTparticular, 1 believe that the tommitment e have ~
madelhere To:a global Social ¢ompact =-withiall [of the
social protection, “and other_basic rights’ ~ ‘marks”a
crucial step forward. [Of'course Therelis hore[tb Be done
toTesource'this’andtakefit d feality laround The! world T
but'we have made the commitment, and what Temainsis
tobeiequallyiresolute with Tespect fo ensuring‘effective

Second, Ibelieveithat the’/Addis Ababa Action Agenda

1s significant’in its“overarching message’ that everyone”
has’Somethingdssential To Contribute.

Wel have ! recognised = that™ official = development
assistance . ;and —other _forms! ‘of "international “public
the need[for least"developed countries to_ receive a’
larger.shareidtiaid flows.

We' _have “recognised the'importance of " domestic
resource mobilisation, and made ¢oncrete steps forward
in’ scaling“1ttup, “including the "TAddis_Tax [ Initiative
which I welcomeMerymuch.



We_have tecognised the” essential role of the private_
sector in(driving growth, Jobs, andiinvestment, and/the
need for algenuinely énabling énvironment’ - andthis:
week’s_Business_ Forum “has_provideda“platform for!
catalysing thanyvaluable!donversationstbthatlend.

And{ wel have  recognised the many Jother forms of:~
financing That’alsohave _a’crucial ‘toleifo playl=from™
South South ¢ooperation to innovative flows, and from _
climate Tinance To philanthropies.

Thirdand finally, T'amidelighted that the Addis Ababa’
Action”Agendaltecognisesi thatithei donly development™
worth havingis sustainable development'~'dn dreathat”

Our! objectives_and experience’ in! Ethiopial reflect' the
importance ‘weidttach toall threeofithese principles.
The principle of! leaving. no one behind s vight! at' the! .

Ethiopia +Cand 1 am"delighted| that! we’ Are! not! only!
making Tapid progressionigrowth and/poverty reduction,
including' through “one’of thelargest $ocial “protection”
systems _ini the' developing: world,  but' also! doing' 501
while Keepingourinequality levelsverylow.



Theprinciple! that everyone” has something

itallto’ ..
contribute “is Feflected 'in "our Valued (partnerships with
other! countries,” both” North“and_South, in_the rapid'"
increase of foreign direct mvestment,in"our successful
Eurobondissue, and: in"the increase in"our_own iax
revenuesl.

And! the principle  that”the “only “development Sworth ™
havingis! sustainable is teflected in’ bur’intention _fo:
becomed middleincomedountry byl2025 with Zerodet'
increaselin’greenhouse’gasémissions. WeBearithinimal
historical responsibility for¢limate’change, d@nd ouriper'
capita’ émissions_areltiny compared to those of many .
other countries. Yet this"has’ not’ hindered us ‘from
playing ‘dnimportant:Jeadingrole globally 1ih‘dddressing’ .
thechallenges ofichimatelchange.l

Of course, ThisConference has éxtended farbeyond thei
formal _negotiating foom.  Alvast array ' of side events,
initiatives: and “online’ discussions “have contributed' to
would Jike fo Tnake’a declaration now o welcome and:
applaudthemany . commitments_madel and{initiatives:
launched by partnersfat_’Addis! Ababa fo further’global
progress Towards sustainable development.!]



Andthis week haslalso been Significant inThow many
commitments-have been unveiled by governments and’
others “iamong them:

X AT commitment.. madei: by thel. multilateral
development banksland IMF fo extend Gnore than_
USD 400 Billioninfinancing’ ¢ver the next three: .
years o Helpideliver the SDGs.

X Ahew_Global Financing Facility folénd finaternal ™
and_ichild “'mortality “by 2030, with $12 " billion
already! Jaligned _'tofour’ front’runner. .countries,.

......

X The{(5G7’s commitment o 1ift 500 million’ people’
out'of Hunger.and malnutrition By 2030, @nnounced. .
inifhe runup TolAddis, fogether with dn increaseof’ -
up-to"400 “million"in"the "humber_of people with"
access'to’climateinsurance.

data“tollserve_disaster _preparedness’ _and _other!
development needs.

X Commitment_ to” sustainable’’ energy,— and’ anl_
expanded network o6f'Solar!Sister Entrepreneurs.



X AlJmajor! expansion” of ‘Tax_Inspectors without!
Borders.
Excellencies

We: must_realise’ that” what “is"equallylimportantCas
adoptingthe Addis[AbabalAction[Agendaiis[our'resolve .
tolimplement{the’¢éommitments e madein the Action’
Agenda. Wemust realize what Wwehave agreed hereiin
Addis? 50’ that“allTsustainable "development goals. and™
targets”are_hchieved.[We' also’heed tol[buildlarobustl
monitoring . and ' follow_up” system_andensurel iall
promises’and .commitments’arerealised ‘during the post.

2015.

And 1’ also wanttolfecognise the ¥ibrant_discussionsi
that-have Takenplace all’over /Addis"Ababathisweek,
withimnore than'2007S1de Events faking place =-[{as well -
conference participants. Twould dlso Tike toithention 'the =
international (business forum That Brought Wwide Hange of
business'together inight of theindisputable Ffole6fTthe
privatel5ector’ to”the Tachievementof the "Sustainable
Development! Goals. 1 alsoCwant tol tredit” the Civil
Society ForumTfor[voicing Simportant Cmatters’ that—
should 'be addressed in this donference.



[t'only remainsmowfor e IbThank:

X All! participants for joining: iis_thisGwveek and Tor ~
working ha.rd towards . a_. successful’’ Addis(”
Conference !l

X _The Tmany Fpeople "'Who "have Ehelped 1o :'j'nake The ]
including, IIhe ZUN Secr etary =____General, Ehe Pr esuient B
of' the (General Assembly, Undersecretary General
Mr.I Wu! Hungbo and"his“¢olleagues3vith the[UNL
FFD Office, Undersecretary: General _"Mr.[ Carlos_
Lopez _andhis[team dnTECA, thel Cofacilitators:
Ambassador George Talbotiand Ambassador{
Pederson,” and’ | Undersecretary General”l Dr.”

Tegegnwork (Getuand his team. .

ier%____s

I look{ forward[tol A thriving_ partnership Jinlyears to
come. [lt hasbeen ourlgreatipleasure andprivilege fo
welcomeyou fo Addis  Ababathisiweek and Tiwish all
save journey back fo vour homes.

Thank you.



