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World Population Growth (in billion)
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Regional Trends of Urbanisation
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There are 3 concurrent changes with long term 
and deep impacts:

Concurrent Trends & Different Urban Impacts

• Differential Impact of 
Climate Change 

• Differential Impact of 
Growing and Ageing 

• Differential Impact of 
Urbanization on 
Economies
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The XX century model

•• The modern city movement The modern city movement 

(congress CIAM 1933 and the (congress CIAM 1933 and the 

functional city functional city –– Le Carte dLe Carte d’’Atennes Atennes 
–– Le Corbussier, Sert): Le Corbussier, Sert): 

o Zoning and specialized uses…

o Low density. Huge open spaces

•• ButBut…… unexpected consequencesunexpected consequences

o Segregation of spaces

o Very high demand of mobility

o Loss of economies of scale 
(economies of agglomeration)

o Loss of the “human scale”

o “Cold” city – “Technique city”. 
Loss of warmth
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Global Standard Urbanization Model (GSUM). Global Standard Urbanization Model (GSUM). For the first 
time GSUM emerges as a prevailing practice. 

•No need for elaborated planning principles. No need for strong 
local authority. 

•High level of zoning. 

•Very low density. 

•High use of green as a “decorative” and “softening tool” of the 
model. 

•Well supported by all political tendencies. General consensus. 

•Prevailing technologies the steel, glass and asphalt. 

The Post World War II model
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But… also with unexpected consequences
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And at the end… the city is broken out



9

But something is moving…

• New ideas are developing…

• New urban planning… Open spaces

• The creative city and a growing a growing 
consensus for:consensus for:
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• Replicable and standardized real estate businesses

• Low level of regulation required

• High room for architectural singularity (icon buildings…)

• Apparently “green” city, but with high emission of 
greenhouse gases. Green in colour, not in substance…

Why the change of urban paradigm is so difficult?
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Near 1 billion people living in slums

• Sub-Saharan Africa: 62% of the urban 
population 

The challenge of Slums

• South Asia: 43%

• East Asia: 37%

• Latin America and 
the Caribbean: 
27%
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New Urban Paradigm: Improved Urban Mobility

XXI century: need of a new urban paradigm
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A new urban agenda

Sustainable Urban Planning & Design

• Better Planning & Design with optimal density and 
diversity 

• Plan in advance and to scale of expected growth 

• Plan starts with basic 
streets, water, sanitation 
networks, energy supply, 
urban mobility and other 
services; 

• Avoid risky 
developments on steep 
slopes, water beds ad 
quake prone zones
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Mobility and energy efficiency

• Public transport and improved urban mobility

• Increased energy efficiency ‐decreasing the demand for 
mobility is key 

• Improved telecommunications and connectivity provides 
for increased urban efficiency and improved environment.

A new urban agenda
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Promote urban economy

• Economies of Urbanization: Economical value generated by 
location and proximity to urban services and common goods. 

• Economies of Agglomeration: Economical value generated by 
the proximity and diversity of production’s factors, diminishing 
transactions costs, favouring specialization. Massive increase of 
productivity

A new urban agenda
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Green transport System

• Greening transport systems 
sooner, allows cities to avoid 
inefficient, obsolete 
technologies and stimulate their 
economies into the future;

• Non‐motorised and mass transit 

systems, most feasible to 
leverage the agglomeration 
advantages of compact cities;

• Central tenet of a green 
economy: 

o equitable growth can occur                                      
at lower rates of environmental degradation

o principles of dematerialisation and the substitution, renewable 
energy can revolutionise urban transport modalities of the 
future.
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Green Mobility for Sustainable Development
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www.unhabitat.org

Thanks for your 
attention!!!


