


6. POLICY
IMPLEMENTATION

development has been typical of developing countries in

terms of striving to maximise economic growth. However,
despite an acknowledgment and understanding of the
interconnection and co-dependence between the goals of
environmental preservation, social welfare and economic
development, these concerns have not to any great extent been
integrated into the economic decision making process. This policy
is intended to remedy this short-coming.

Barbados' traditional approach to macroeconomic

In 1999, the Ministry of Finance initiated a new approach to the
drafting of the National Strategic Plan (2000/2010), one aimed at
ensuring a wide range of cross-sectoral input. This is a good start
towards introducing environmental economic instruments and
incentives into national macroeconomic policy but the opportunity
possibly came too late for significant environmental and social
input.

The NSD Policy is intended to provide an integrated and holistic
representation of Barbados' goals with regards to Sustainable
Development, and to articulate specific recommendations for
policy within a range of sectors, all aimed at fostering National
Sustainable Development. The various actors, stakeholders and
interest groups are required to translate these principles and
recommendations into concrete action through plans,
programmes and projects.

6.1 Recommendations

I. The overarching policy recommendation is that the core
principles of Sustainable Development shall inform all levels of
national decision-making at the sectoral, organisational and
individual levels. These principles are:

1. "Quality of life", comprising a variety of economic, social,
cultural and personal factors that go beyond mere income
earnings, is endorsed as the overarching goal.

2. Bio-physical "limits to growth" are taken into consideration
when decisions are made with regards to resource use.
These limits include the:

. finite supply of some resources
« natural carrying capacity of ecosystems
« fragility and vulnerability of some ecosystems

. finite resilience of ecosystems in resisting and
recovering from man's impacts as well as natural
disasters
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* limited waste assimilation capacity of
the natural environment

Natural resources are not to be exploited
to a degree which inhibits the ability of
future generations to meet their own
needs. As such the Precautionary
Principle and the imposition of Safe
Minimum Standards with regards to
natural and environmental resource use
are supported.

3. Economic tools and methodologies such
as monetary valuation of natural and
environmental resources, cost benefit
analysis and the internalisation of external
environmental costs, play an increasingly
important role in the decision making
process with regards to natural and
environmental resource use,
notwithstanding considerations of
constraints on sustainability.

4. All sectors of society as well as future
generations are provided with an equitable
opportunity to ensure that their own
standard of living is maintained at a level
at least the same as current generations
or better. This is to be achieved in part by
ensuring that the core concepts of
Sustainable Development are upheld with
regards to natural and environmental
resource use and social development
plans.

5. All major stakeholders in civil society are
involved in the decision making process at
every level from project development and
implementation to national and

international policy development for every
sector an/or issue.

Il. The NCSD shall be responsible for monitoring

the implementation of this policy.

I1l. The NCSD shall formulate appropriate criteria

for the evaluation, assessment and review of
the implementation of this policy at the
sectoral, corporate, and individual levels,
including the formulation of a plan of action
and incorporation of the use of indicators of
Sustainable Development in measuring our
progress towards achieving Sustainable
Development. See Box 5.

The NCSD shall formulate an appropriate
public awareness and education strategy for
sensitising all decision-makers,
organisations, and individuals to the national
principles of Sustainable Development with a

BOX 5: INDICATORS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Indicators are policy instruments that enable us to have informed decision making through the
use of extensive data collection. The use of Indicators of Sustainable Development will help
decision-makers, technicians and the public at large to focus on the issue of Sustainable
Development by monitoring progress towards sustainability in three major areas: human well-
being, ecological welfare and sustainable interactions (including issues such as gender
empowerment, economic development, communication and transport).

In effect, using indicators of Sustainable Development will assist decision-makers in determining
how far Barbados has progressed in the pursuit of our Sustainable Development goal. The
indicators will allow us to make comparisons with other countries (spatial comparison) and with
different time periods (temporal comparison). The indicators may be used to assist with the

preparation of national state of the environment reports that give a snap-shot of the health of our
environment. Ultimately it is anticipated that indicators of Sustainable Development will inform
national accounting systems.

Barbados currently has a National Indicators Programme where indicators of Sustainable
Development for Barbados have been developed under the three major areas of human well-
being, ecological welfare and sustainable interactions. At present 170 indicators have been
identified, of which approximately 65 are environmental. These indicators are currently being
tested and should assist with the monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the

policy.




view to incorporating them into the decision-
making process.

The government, as a partner in the pursuit
of Sustainable Development, endeavours to:

1. Information

Create and/or strengthen existing formal
and informal communication mechanisms
to encourage information sharing,
collaboration and cooperation within and
among civil society groups, and between
all levels of government and civil society.

2. Legal framework

Create, expand and implement the
appropriate enabling legal and regulatory
frameworks for Sustainable Development.
The legislative framework should be
sufficiently  flexible to include a
combination of measures such as
command and control, economic and
market instruments, voluntary compliance,
etc.

The legal framework should also ensure
the participation of civil society in
Sustainable Development decisions by
ensuring the inclusion of provisions in new
and existing laws that guarantee timely
access to information, process and justice,
and when necessary eliminate
impediments to public participation.

The legal framework should be
strengthened to resolve issues and
conflicts relating to environment and
development. The legislation should
encourage the use of non-adversarial and
non-judicial dispute resolution
mechanisms. These mechanisms may
include negotiation, mediation, facilitation
and arbitration. Consideration should be
given to widening the powers of the
Ombudsman or to the establishment of a
Parliamentary Commission of Environment
to assume jurisdiction for resolving issues
between environment and development.

VI.
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3. Institutional Changes

Develop and support institutional
structures, policies and procedures that
promote and facilitate interaction in
Sustainable Development decisions within
all levels of government and civil society,
and encourage change within existing
institutions to pursue a basis for long-term
dialogue and innovative solutions.

4., Capacity Building

Develop and strengthen the capacity of
individuals to participate in Sustainable
Development decision-making with an
increased base of knowledge (local,
traditional and technical) of Sustainable
Development issues and public
participation practices.

5. Resources

Procure and expand resources (financial,
human, and technological) to initiate,
strengthen, and continue participatory
practices in decision-making for
Sustainable Development.

6. Access

Create, strengthen, and support formal
and informal opportunities and
mechanisms for public participation in
discussion of and decison-making in
Sustainable Development activities.

Civil Society including the business sector,
non-governmental  organisations, and
community based organisations as partners
in the pursuit of Sustainable Development
are required to adopt and implement the
national principles of Sustainable
Development as outlined by this policy. Civil
society is also required to incorporate these
principles within their organisational action
plans, strategies and programmes.
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