SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION FOR THE ACABQ ON THE PROGRESS MADE ON SECTION 34 OF THE Proposed Programme Budget (PPB):
FOURTH PROGRESS REPORT
34.1. In response to the ACABQ report (A/58/7/Add.5 para 22) on the implementation of projects financed from the Development Account, this report details progress made in executing Account projects under all active tranches.  The first section covers the implementation rate, in terms of resource utilization; an annex contains further financial data.  The second section reviews lessons learned from the execution of projects under the first four tranches, in terms of the criteria set by the General Assembly for project implementation.  The third section provides a brief summary of two thematic overviews of Account projects, also annexed to the addendum: on environmental projects and on trade and development projects.  The final section provides an update on the management and coordination of the Development Account.

34.2. The information in the report derives from the progress reports of the executing agencies on the status of activities as of 31 January 2004 and from financial data as of 30 April 2005.
34.3. The report should be read in conjunction with the Development Account website: www.un.org/esa/devaccount/progress.html.  The website offers additional information on the progress achieved by projects under the four approved tranches.  For each project, this includes: the logical framework; the impact achieved thus far; and the implementation rate, in terms of utilization of budgeted resources.  Users can view the full list of projects by tranche, geographical region, or implementing entity.  The website also provides additional thematic overviews and materials on lessons learned.
Development Account projects: implementation rate
34.4. To date, the General Assembly has approved 66 projects financed under the Development Account, for a total of $52.3 million.  The following table summarizes the status of those projects.

Implementation rate as at 31 December 2004
	Tranche
	Biennium

 for project

 initiation 
	Total 

Number

 of 

projects
	Number 

 of projects
 Completed
	Tranche 

Budget
	Percentage

 of overall 

project 

resources utilized

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	1998-1999
	7
	7
	13.065
	98.3

	2
	2000-2001
	16
	11a
	13.065
	93.4

	3
	2002-2003
	20
	5 b
	13.065
	77.7

	4
	2004-2005
	23
	-
	13.065
	19.6

	Total
	
	66
	23
	65.325
	



a The remaining five projects are close to completion and/or will close before the end of the year. 


b Three additional projects are close to completion.
34.5. As of 31 December 2004, the first tranche was closed and its seven projects had utilized 98.3 per cent of the allotted resources.
  The second tranche has spent 93.4 per cent of allocated resources. Of the 16 projects, 11 have been completed, three are close to completion, and two will be completed during the course of 2005.  The third tranche has an implementation rate of 70.3 per cent, with 5 projects completed and 3 close to completion.  The fourth tranche has an implementation rate of 8.2 per cent. 
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34.6
The implementation rate, in terms of resource utilization, has improved considerably since the inception of the account.  In tranches 3 and 4, most projects will be operationally completed within four years.
Executing Development Account projects: lessons learned
34.7
This section considers lessons learned from the execution of Development Account      projects under the first four tranches.  The review covers issues of overall compliance with the criteria established by the General Assembly for project implementation.  According to the Assembly, Development Account projects should demonstrably strengthen national development capacity, with particular attention given to: project sustainability, the use of information and communications technology, networking of expertise, utilization of partnerships, and South-South cooperation.  The Assembly also emphasized that the projects should have multiplier effects.
Project sustainability
34.8
If Development Account projects are to strengthen national development capacity, project sustainability must be a paramount concern.  One key method of ensuring sustainability is consistent and proactive involvement of stakeholders in project design and implementation.  This approach has proved to be effective at both the conceptual and operational levels.  A good example in this regard is the second tranche project executed by the Statistics Division of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) on strengthening the statistical capacity of South East Asia.  The project strongly encourages the engagement of stakeholders, particularly in the area of planning, execution, and evaluation.  Member States in the region constituted a steering committee entrusted with establishing project priorities and monitoring activities.  Other DESA projects related to statistical capacity-building in Western Asia and West Africa use a similar approach.  Under each of the projects, the national counterparts and project beneficiaries were clearly identified.  In each case, the heads of national statistical offices jointly guided the projects by participating in a steering committee.  These committees actively participated in the initial formulation and in subsequent monitoring and evaluation of the projects.  The engagement of multiple stakeholders in developing a network of certified environmental management systems in West Asia has led to a number of follow-up activities in the region, through both voluntary initiatives and additional training events supported by stakeholders.
34.9
A DESA-implemented project on cleaner technology strategies, completed in Argentina, provides another example of how involving stakeholders helps to ensure long-term project sustainability.  The strategic approach has been endorsed by relevant national public and private institutions, as well as a number of development aid stakeholders active in the country.  The Government has established a unit dedicated to supporting the strategy.  An expert group, which helped to launch the project, has been converted into an advisory group.  In a similar scenario in Vietnam, where a project emphasized stakeholder involvement, the project’s recommendations have assumed the status of standing protocols in the Government’s planning processes.

34.10 Project sustainability can also be promoted through the co-financing of pilot activities by partners.  A good example of such arrangements is a second tranche project on enhancing economic and social development policy capabilities in Latin America and the Caribbean, which benefited from an extension through funding by the European Union.  The project highlights the Development Account’s potential to attract financial and technical support from bilateral and/or multilateral donors, thereby enabling the continuation of activities after a project’s completion.  A third tranche project of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), on renewable energy for information and the provision of communication services in rural areas of developing countries, has won interest and support from several donors.  It also yielded commitments from numerous governments to replicate best practices identified as a result of its implementation.  For example, a pilot project in Ghana involving information and communications technologies powered by renewable energy (and focusing on wireless applications) attracted the attention of an international telecommunications company; the company has expressed an interest in providing $1.5 million of co-financing toward the implementation of further such activities in Ghana.
Information and communications technologies and networking

34.11 Information and communications technologies (ICT) are at the core of many Development Account projects because of their multiplier potential and adaptability to development activities beyond the project scope.  For instance, the establishment of a global National Drug Control System under the first tranche generated a broader awareness of the value of using technology and sharing information for the purposes of collecting, processing, storing, and sharing information in the context of a variety of international drug control activities.
34.12 Development Account projects emphasize the importance of building knowledge networks—supported by information and communications technologies—which allow developing countries directly to access information on good practices.  Some projects focus on developing local, national, and subregional networks dedicated to facilitating informal sharing of knowledge, skills, and experiences on key development issues.  Traditional means of transferring skills and knowledge—such as workshops, fellowships and advisory services—continue to be used.  At the same time, and often under the rubric of “distance learning,” Internet-based communication technologies are increasingly utilized to amplify the impact of subregional and regional networks, particularly by linking them to relevant global networks.  Capacity-building through networking of local expertise offers collaborative opportunities, often beyond those originally envisioned by project designers.  Networks can create additional regional and interregional links conducive to capacity-building in specific fields, thus leading to requests for further networking and technical assistance.  For example, a second tranche project on trade has created an Internet-based, interactive distance-learning facility to support better understanding of key issues related to international investment agreements.  The network features a database of documents available in English, French, and Spanish.  And it has greatly enhanced the effectiveness and efficiency of traditional training and face-to-face courses on international investment agreements. 

34.13 One valuable lesson learned is that many project activities can be replicated by scaling up or down, subject to demand.  Distance learning courses can be administered to one student or 100 students. Environmental management workshops developed for oil producers in West Asia can be replicated for future projects in Central Asia.  Web-based networks can accommodate 25 or 2,255 participants.  Knowledge and skills compiled by a network of statisticians from Latin America can be shared with a network in Southeast Asia or Africa.

34.14 A third tranche project implemented by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) focuses on sustaining the pedagogical content of the training courses in the programs of national universities where current and future negotiators train.  The courses facilitate the learning or further enhancement of specific skills of those participants who are already negotiators—on trade, investment, finance, and development issues.  As such, the courses ensure that negotiation teams have access to rich and diverse experiences.
34.15 Building networks is a prominent feature of many expected accomplishments of Development Account projects.  A project on capacity-building in strategic planning and management of natural resources in the Asia-Pacific has created expert networks linking 22 national, sub-regional, and regional institutions dealing with water or energy resources planning and management.  A fourth tranche project executed by UNEP is rendering indigenous knowledge accessible to a wide range of users, particularly by providing them access to the Africa Environment Information Network.  Better sharing of indigenous knowledge at the local and national levels paves the way for active participation of local people and their communities in programmes that enhance natural disaster management and environmental conservation.
Partnerships and South-South cooperation

34.16 The Development Account increasingly supports the creation and strengthening of development partnerships between the United Nations and outside institutions. In this context, 80 per cent of projects are executed by more than one entity and often in collaboration with other UN entities.  Many projects engage regional organizations and local, regional, and/or international non-governmental organizations.  Executing entities are encouraged to forge useful collaborative relationships with a view toward multiplying the effects of specific activities, especially by exchanging knowledge and combining capacities.  For example, in statistical capacity-building, DESA executes statistics projects in collaboration with regional or subregional groupings, such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the Caribbean Community, and the Economic Community of West African States.  DESA’s fourth tranche project on International Partnerships for New and Emerging Technologies for Sustainable Development involved partnerships between UN-DESA, the United Nations Educational, Science and Cultural Organization, the International Association of Science Parks, and several Member States—all working together to conduct the Training Workshop on Efficient Management of Science and Technology Parks.  A third tranche project by UNCTAD on building the capacity of developing countries to attract and benefit from international investment has succeeded largely because of a strong partnership among UNCTAD, the World Association of Investment Promotion, the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency, the World Bank, and other relevant international organizations and research institutions.
Development Account Partnerships within the UN

	Tranche
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Total Number of projects
	7
	16
	20
	23
	24

	Number of projects with involvement of regional commissions
	1
	6
	11
	13
	20

	Number of projects executed by several entities from within the Executive Committee on Economic and Social Affairs
	0
	4
	11
	12
	19


34.17 
South-South cooperation remains an essential policy consideration in the delivery of Development Account projects. A good example of cross-fertilization of ideas is the fourth tranche project by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime on South-South cooperation for promoting best practices for crime prevention.  The project aims to foster a direct South-South dialogue among participants in Africa and the Caribbean. It has facilitated exchange of information on common prevention issues, including evaluations, thereby enabling increased inter-regional application of lessons learned from crime prevention experiences.
Thematic overviews: Account projects on the environment and on trade and development
34.18 The two thematic overviews annexed to this addendum detail the Development Account activities of UNEP and UNCTAD, in terms of both their impact and their compliance with the General Assembly’s criteria for project implementation.

34.19 UNEP has participated actively in the implementation of projects funded by the Development Account. UNEP’s projects address environmental problems and support capacity building initiatives in environment-related areas, such as urban pollution, renewable energy, environmental management systems, environmental assessment, environmental law, and partnerships and ICT for using indigenous knowledge to promote nature conservation. The geographic coverage of these projects is broad, including Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean.  The projects are often implemented in partnership with Governments, other UN entities, sub-regional groups and networks, non-governmental organizations, and national research institutions.  (See Annex 2 for details.) 
34.20 UNCTAD’s projects seek generally to promote a better integration of developing countries into the multilateral trading system.  The projects aim to enhance the skills of public sector officials in policy formulation and trade negotiations and to improve their understanding of international laws and regulations on trade.  UNCTAD also provides technical assistance to enhance policy analysis and strengthen human resources and institutions.  (See Annex 3 for details.)
Update on the management and coordination of the Development Account
34.21 Current arrangements for the management and coordination of the Development Account were discussed in the report of the Secretary-General (A/59/397) on the review of the regular programme of technical cooperation and the Development Account, based on a study by a senior external consultant.  The report addresses, inter alia, possible measures for improving the performance of the Account, including ways and means to bring a more focused approach to project formulation, implementation and evaluation, as requested by the General Assembly in resolution 58/270.  The report indicated that there was “no need to improve the efficiency, effectiveness, project formulation, complementarity, implementation and evaluation of the Development Account, as the programme is well managed and is operating in a manner that is fully consistent with its General Assembly-approved directions”.

34.22 With the launch of the fifth tranche, there will be more than 90 projects which will require an oversight by the Account’s Programme Manager.  Given this number and the importance attributed to monitoring and evaluation, the Office of the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs should be enhanced in order to provide the required oversight and effective management and coordination of the activities funded by the Account.
34.23 The Executive Committee on Economic and Social Affairs continues to provide collective guidance on policy issues related to the implementation of the Development Account.  The Committee considers overall themes for new tranches, reviews priority areas, and renders decisions on project proposals.  The Committee reiterated that the Account should focus on activities that do not duplicate but, rather, supplement and strengthen the executing entities’ substantive areas of responsibility.  A number of pioneering projects launched under the Account are receiving support from bilateral and multilateral donors, which will serve to finance activities additional to those initiated as a result of project implementation, thus multiplying their effects.

34.24 The Committee also emphasized that the main focus of Development Account projects should be capacity-building in developing countries in the areas related to the follow-up of the global UN conferences in the economic and social fields.  To ensure this, in each case, project execution falls to the Secretariat entities that bear primary policy development and normative responsibilities for the substantive issues involved.  Moreover, in order to make sure that the Development Account continues to be a practical and cost-effective means of capacity-building, the Programme Manager emphasizes: the utilization and enhancement of knowledge available in developing countries, networking of expertise, application of information and communications technologies, building partnerships, local ownership and joint execution.  Through the systematic use of the log frame approach on the fourth and fifth tranches, the Programme Manager has been able to improve the reporting of results. 
Annex 1


Financial tables by project and tranche

Table 1

Projects funded from section 34, Development Account, of the programme budget for the biennium 1998-1999 as at 30 April 2005
	 
	 
	Implementing Office
	 
	Expenditures
	Expenditures
	Expenditures
	Total project
	Balance
	% of

	 
	Project title
	
	Approved
	1998-1999
	2000-2001
	2002-2003
	expenditures
	
	implementation

	 
	 
	
	 
	
	as of 31/12/01
	as of 31/12/03
	
	as of 31/12/04
	by project

	A
	Promotion of electronic commerce
	UNCTAD
	1,980.0
	206.1
	943.0
	831.2
	1,980.3
	-0.3
	100.0

	B
	Capacity-building in economic and policy analysis in Africa
	ECA
	2,500.0
	649.1
	971.4
	813.3
	2,433.8
	66.2
	97.4

	 
	through the networking of expertise 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	D
	Computer and telecommunication system for international
	UNIDCP
	1,100.0
	300.2
	283.2
	500.2
	1,083.6
	16.4
	98.5

	 
	and national drug control
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	E
	Capacity-building and networking for the implementation
	Habitat
	875.4
	0.0
	620.5
	322.3
	942.8
	-67.4
	107.7

	 
	of the Habitat Agenda in least developed countries
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	F
	On-line network of regional institutions for capacity-building 
	DESA
	1,525.0
	103.5
	644.9
	770.1
	1,518.5
	6.5
	99.6

	 
	in public administration and finance
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	G
	Research network for economic policy analysis
	DESA
	1,397.8
	0.0
	1,251.6
	145.2
	1,396.8
	1.0
	99.9

	H
	Activities for capacity-building in developing countries in
	DESA
	3,486.4
	218.1
	1,670.4
	1,407.1
	3,295.6
	190.8
	94.5

	 
	pursuance of the objectives of Agenda 21, the Copenhagen
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	Declaration on Social development and the Programme of 
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	Action of the World Summit for Social Development and 
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	the Beijing Declaration and the Platform of Action
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	Total:
	 
	12,864.6
	1,477.0
	6,385.0
	4,789.4
	12,651.4
	213.2
	98.3


Table 2

Projects funded from section 33, Development Account, of the programme budget for the biennium 2000-2001 as at 30 April 2005
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Expenditures
	Expenditures
	Expenditures
	Total
	 
	% of

	 
	Project title
	Implementing
	Approved
	2000-2001
	2002-2003
	2004-2005
	Expenditures
	Balance
	implementation 

	 
	 
	Office
	 
	as of 31/12/01
	as of 31/12/03
	as of 31/12/04
	 
	as of 31/10/04
	by project

	A
	Capacity-building in strategic planning and management  
	ESCAP
	738.0
	119.3
	387.4
	154.2
	660.9
	77.1
	89.6

	 
	of natural resources in Asia and the Pacific
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	B
	Training programme on addiction rehabilitation and drug 
	UNIDCP
	549.7
	130.0
	211.3
	208.4
	549.7
	0.0
	100.0

	 
	prevention in the workplace for Asia and the Pacific
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	C
	Capacity-building to improve water management and 
	DESA/RC
	1,650.0
	841.3
	619.4
	0.0
	1,460.7
	189.3
	88.5

	 
	accelerate investments in the water sector
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	D
	Capacity-building in decision-making for sustainable development 
	DESA
	300.0
	19.0
	280.1
	0.0
	299.1
	0.9
	99.7

	E
	Capacity-building for promoting gender equality in the African
	DESA
	1,241.0
	270.9
	105.0
	472.3
	848.2
	392.8
	68.3

	 
	countries 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	F
	Rational and efficient use of energy and water resources in 
	ECE/ESCAP
	1,750.0
	894.1
	869.1
	0.4
	1,763.6
	(13.6)
	100.8

	 
	Central Asia 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	G
	Strengthening regional capacities for statistical development
	DESA
	1,500.0
	746.4
	743.5
	0.7
	1,490.6
	9.4
	99.4

	H
	Capacity-building and institutional development for equalization 
	DESA
	940.7
	198.3
	577.0
	124.4
	899.7
	41.0
	95.6

	 
	of opportunities for persons with disabilities
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	I
	Enhancing the economic and social development policy capabilities
	ECLAC
	325.4
	74.6
	200.4
	28.3
	303.3
	22.1
	93.2

	 
	in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	J
	Development of a collaborative framework for integrated environmental
	UNEP
	642.2
	120.6
	508.8
	5.9
	635.3
	6.9
	98.9

	 
	assessments and reporting for West Africa
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	K
	Sustainable waste management for African countries
	UNCHS
	500.0
	104.7
	392.3
	0.0
	497.0
	3.0
	99.4

	L
	Urban pollution of superficial and groundwater aquifers in Africa 
	UNEP/ECA
	250.0
	138.5
	72.7
	38.8
	250.0
	0.0
	100.0

	M
	Capacity-building and policy networking for sustainable 
	UNCTAD/UNU
	498.0
	175.7
	279.5
	24.5
	479.7
	18.3
	96.3

	 
	resource-based development
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	N
	Enhancing the capacity of developing countries and countries with 
	UNCTAD
	900.0
	755.6
	138.4
	3.8
	897.8
	2.2
	99.8

	 
	economies in transition for effective integration in the Multilateral
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	Trading System
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	O
	Capacity-building for debt sustainability analysis
	UNCTAD
	500.0
	276.9
	172.4
	0.0
	449.3
	50.7
	89.9

	P
	Capacity-building for diversification and commodity-based 
	UNCTAD
	900.0
	641.6
	146.1
	37.6
	825.3
	74.7
	91.7

	 
	development
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	Total:
	 
	13,185.0
	5,507.5
	5,703.4
	1,099.3
	12,310.2
	874.8
	93.4


Table 3

Projects funded from section 33, Development Account, of the programme budget for the biennium 2002-2003 as at 30 April 2005
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Expenditures
	Expenditures
	 
	 
	% of

	 
	Project title
	Implementing
	Approved
	2002-2003
	2004-2005
	Total
	Balance
	implementation 

	 
	 
	Office
	 
	as of 31/12/03
	as of 31/12/04
	expenditure
	as of 31/10/04
	by project

	A
	Capacity-building for the promotion of capital markets in Africa
	ECA
	905.0
	230.5
	97.4
	327.9
	577.1 
	36.2

	B
	Capacity-building for research on emerging population issues in
	DESA/ECA/ESCAP
	510.0
	169.8
	2.0
	171.8
	338.2 
	33.7

	 
	developing countries 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	C
	Capacity-building in trade facilitation and electronic business in the
	ECE/ESCWA/ECA
	600.0
	173.4
	363.2
	536.6
	63.4 
	89.4

	 
	Mediterranean
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	D
	Capacity-building of national machineries for governance with the
	ECLAC/DESA
	850.0
	357.0
	413.1
	770.1
	79.9 
	90.6

	 
	gender perspective in Latin America and the Caribbean
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	E
	Urban poverty: an action oriented strategy for urban governments
	ECLAC/UNCHS
	800.0
	167.1
	450.9
	618.0
	182.0 
	77.3

	 
	and institutions in Latin America and the Caribbean
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	F
	Strengthening of networking of institutions and experts to accelerate
	ECLAC/DESA
	825.0
	322.8
	390.3
	713.1
	111.9 
	86.4

	 
	the development of social and environmental statistics in the countries
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	of Latin America and the Caribbean
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	G
	Capacity-building of Member States of the Economic and Social 
	ESCAP/UNCTAD
	950.0
	473.3
	216.8
	690.1
	259.9 
	72.6

	 
	Commission for Asia and the Pacific for managing globalization
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	H
	Network of expertise on foreign direct investment in the Member States
	ESCWA/UNCTAD
	480.0
	215.8
	157.7
	373.5
	106.5 
	77.8

	 
	of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	I
	Capacity-building in developing interregional land and land-cum-sea
	ECE/ESCAP/ECLAC/
	1,250.0
	467.4
	539.5
	1,006.9
	243.1 
	80.6

	 
	transport linkages
	ECA/ESCWA
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	J
	Capacity-building on key issues on the international economic agenda
	UNCTAD
	960.0
	609.3
	369.6
	978.9
	(18.9)
	102.0

	K
	Capacity-building in developing countries to attract and benefit from
	UNCTAD
	950.0
	804.5
	145.1
	949.6
	0.4 
	100.0

	 
	international investment
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	L
	Building capacity through training in dispute settlements in international 
	UNCTAD
	420.0
	351.3
	35.6
	386.9
	33.1 
	92.1

	 
	trade, investment and intellectual property
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	M
	Institutional capacity-building for competition law policy 
	UNCTAD
	410.0
	379.8
	17.1
	396.9
	13.1 
	96.8

	N
	Improving participation and capacity building in the implementation of 
	UNEP
	230.0
	157.5
	88.8
	246.3
	(16.3)
	107.1

	 
	certfied environmental management systems in West Asia
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	O
	Renewable energy for information and the provision of communication 
	UNEP/ITU
	260.0
	193.1
	62.3
	255.4
	4.6 
	98.2

	 
	services in rural areas of developing countries
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	P
	Drug abuse prevention in the workplace and in the family in Southern
	UNIDCP*
	450.0
	450.0
	33.0
	483.0
	(33.0)
	107.3

	 
	Cone countries
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Q
	Strengthening of a network of focal points on gender awareness in
	DESA/ECA
	625.0
	0.0
	15.5
	15.5
	609.5 
	2.5

	 
	Africa and West Asia
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	R
	Networking and capacity-building for poverty alleviation through 
	DESA
	370.0
	2.0
	111.2
	113.2
	256.8 
	30.6

	 
	community-based environment in the areas affected by environmental 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	degradation
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	S
	Design and implementation of national cleaner technology strategies
	DESA
	400.0
	215.7
	89.0
	304.7
	95.3 
	76.2

	T
	Strengthening statistical capacity in the region of the Economic and 
	DESA/ESCWA
	820.0
	494.8
	323.8
	818.6
	1.4 
	99.8

	 
	Social Commission for Western Asia
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total:
	 
	13,065.0
	6,235.1
	3,921.9
	10,157.0
	2,908.0 
	77.7


Table 4

Projects funded from section 33, Development Account, of the programme budget for the biennium 2004-2005 as at 30 April 2005
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Expenditures
	 
	% of

	 
	Project title
	Implementing
	Approved
	2004-2005
	Balance
	implementation 

	 
	 
	Office
	 
	as of 31/10/04
	as of 31/12/04
	by project

	A
	Enhancing knowledge-sharing to support the poverty reduction strategy process in Africa 
	ECA
	580.0
	21.0
	559.0
	3.6

	B
	Strangthening the capacity of the African policy community to meet the millennium development goals through knowledge-sharing in the framework of South-South partnership
	ECLAC
	570.0
	0.0
	570.0
	0.0

	C
	Capacity-building for air quality management and the application of clean coal combustion technology in Central Asia
	ECE/ESCAP/UNEP
	680.0
	177.3
	502.7
	26.1

	D
	Interregional partnership for promoting trade as an engine of grouth through knowledge management and information and communication technologies
	ECLAC & RCs
	920.0
	203.1
	716.9
	22.1

	E
	Strangthening the capacity of Latin American and Caribbean countries to fulfil the millennium development goals 
	ECLAC
	600.0
	12.4
	587.6
	2.1

	F
	Capacity-building in trade and the environment 
	ESCAP/RCs/UNEP
	1,025.0
	674.0
	351.0
	65.8

	G
	Housing the poor in urban economies: local government capacity-building in Asia and the Pacific through virtual communities on the Internet
	UN-Habitat
	530.0
	81.5
	448.5
	15.4

	H
	Capacity-building for sustainable utilization, management and protection of internationally shared groundwater in the Mediterranean region 
	ECA/ECE/DESA
	360.0
	18.4
	341.6
	5.1

	I
	Promoting new technologies for employment and poverty alleviation in the countries members of ESCWA
	ESCWA
	360.0
	30.0
	330.0
	8.3

	J
	Capacity-building at the local and national levels for the monitoring of the millennium development goal target on slums 
	Habitat/DESA
	620.0
	114.0
	506.0
	18.4

	K
	Capacity-building for debt sustainability in developing countries 
	UNCTAD
	640.0
	59.0
	581.0
	9.2

	L
	Strangthening capacity in developing countries for meeting the millennium development goals through policies and actions in trade and trade-related areas  
	UNCTAD
	640.0
	28.0
	612.0
	4.4

	M
	Capacity-building in trade and transport facilitation for landlocked transit developing countries 
	UNCTAD & RCs
	640.0
	103.7
	536.3
	16.2

	N
	Capacity-building of developing country investment promotion agencies in investment promotion through public-private partnerships and the negotiation of international investment agreements
	UNCTAD
	650.0
	70.4
	579.6
	10.8

	O
	South-South regional cooperation for promoting good practices for crime prevention in the developing world 
	ODCP
	370.0
	316.0
	54.0
	85.4

	P
	Capacity-building through partnership and information and communications technology for using indigenous knowledge for nature conservation in Africa
	UNEP
	315.0
	199.2
	115.8
	63.2

	Q
	Capacity-building for environmental data, information and knowledge management to support decision-making at the regional and national levels
	UNEP
	375.0
	52.0
	323.0
	13.9

	R
	Development of national legal databases for capacity-building to enhance access to environmental law information in Africa
	UNEP & FAO
	325.0
	0.0
	325.0
	0.0

	S
	Building capacity in macroeconomic policy analysis in Central America and the Caribbean 
	DESA/ECLAC
	460.0
	124.0
	336.0
	27.0

	T
	Promoting knowledge management, innovation and the use of information technology in the public sector to meet  the millennium development goals
	DESA
	550.0
	0.0
	550.0
	0.0

	U
	International partnerships for new and emerging technologies for sustainable development 
	DESA
	570.0
	101.4
	468.6
	17.8

	V
	Strengthening statistical capacity-building in support of the millennium development goal in the Economic Community of West African States
	DESA/ECA
	645.0
	177.7
	467.3
	27.6

	W
	Capacity-building for policy-making on information and communication technologies 
	DESA/RCs
	640.0
	0.0
	640.0
	0.0

	 
	Total:
	 
	13,065.0
	2,563.1
	10,501.9
	19.6


Annex 2: Thematic Overview of Environmental Projects funded by the UN Development Account

In line with its vision of “environment for development,” the United Nations Environment Program is making a substantial contribution to the implementation of the strategies designed to meet the Millennium Development Goals.  UNEP projects funded by the Development Account address an array of environmental problems in their social and economic contexts.

The projects aim at capacity building in environment-related areas, such as urban pollution, renewable energy, environmental management systems, environmental assessment, and environmental law. The geographical coverage of these projects includes Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean. The projects are often implemented in partnership with other UN organizations, sub-regional groups and networks, NGOs, and national governmental and scientific institutions.

The projects funded by the Development Account have demonstrated catalytic effects, as many follow-up activities are supported by donor governments and the private sector. In this regard, the “seed” resources frequently funded by the Development Account have an impact beyond the scope and duration of the projects. The sustainability and ownership of follow-up activities have been ensured through the inclusion of a range of stakeholders in the projects. Several projects have either established or fed into relevant regional networks. For instance, projects focusing on environmental problems in Africa have been linked to the Africa Environment Information Network (AEIN), one of the major initiatives of the African Ministers’ Conference on the Environment (AMCEN). This has not only made lessons learned available to various users, but it has also led to a commitment from governments to implement activities related to the projects at the national level.
Urban Pollution of Surficial and Groundwater Aquifers in Africa

The project targeted reduction of water pollution in urban areas of Africa, as well as the risk of exposure to a variety of substances, such as pathogens, carcinogens, and nitrates. In partnership with UNESCO, Habitat, and ECA, comprehensive assessments of groundwater vulnerability were conducted, major threats of surficial and groundwater aquifers were identified, and vulnerability maps were developed. Geohydrologists from the participating countries were trained in the simulation of surface and ground water interaction and in using Model Sensitivity Analysis and Ground Water Numerical Modeling. 

The project has had a measurable impact for stakeholders, national and local, including policy-makers and water industry managers. The project has also led to increased awareness of groundwater vulnerability in the national and regional media.

Programme to Improve Participation in Certified Environmental Management Systems (EMS) and Build Capacity for their Implementation in West Asia

Industrial diversification, primary and secondary processing of oil and its derivatives, and the development and expansion of food processing, cement, textiles and tanneries in West Asia all have led to an increase in the number of potentially polluting industries in the region. The project was designed to improve environmental management within these industries by building capacity in small- and medium-sized enterprises, through the implementation of an Environmental Management System (EMS). 

The project has raised awareness of the benefits of EMS at the executive level within companies throughout the region and promoted voluntary initiatives, including such concepts as self-monitoring and self-auditing, product stewardship, Cleaner Production, Responsible Care, and the Global Compact. Many West Asian companies are now effectively implementing EMS and working towards external certification of their systems. The project engendered a better understanding of the role of EMS in ensuring regulatory compliance, and it built capacity within the region for the development and implementation of EMS. The project encouraged a more open relationship between the regulator and the regulated, through common understanding and open discussion of the requirements of an EMS.

Renewable energy for information and the provision of communication services in rural areas of developing countries

This project seeks to promote information and communication technology (ICT) applications throughout rural areas in order to expand opportunities for rural people in meeting their needs in sustainable ways. A major barrier to this achievement is lack of reliable and environmentally sound energy to power the necessary equipment. The project therefore aims to provide knowledge that would be used to raise awareness on best practices and to provide guidance on developing pilot projects. 

A baseline study was conducted of both reliable renewable energy (RE)-powered ICTs (focusing on wireless applications) and business models currently operating in off-grid areas of developing countries.  The project established a database of best practice providers of RE-powered ICT equipment, products, and services. RE-enabled ICT initiatives identified under the project were reviewed through case studies in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Technical materials and a guidebook on cost-effective RE-powered ICTs were produced and distributed to private and public sector decision-makers; the materials demonstrated how this knowledge might be applied to improve access to ICTs in rural areas. 

Selection and evaluation of cost-effective models of RE technologies that support extending ICT and services to rural areas have resulted in increased interest and commitment from several donors and Governments to replicate the best practices identified under the project. 
Development of a collaborative institutional and data framework for integrated environmental assessments and reporting for West Africa 

This project is dedicated to enhancing the capacity of institutions in West Africa for integrated environmental assessment and reporting. The project provided training, technical support, and necessary hardware to 14 countries in West Africa. A database was developed and applied to support the Africa Environment Outlook (AEO) reporting process. National State of Environment (SoE) inputs for all participating 14 countries and for the Sahel zone in West Africa formed the basis of the first SoE Report for West Africa, issued in English and French. An operational environment information network has also been established, comprised of 14 national focal points and two sub-regional organizations.

The project has also strengthened the capacities of relevant national institutions to conduct integrated environmental assessment and reporting and to manage environmental information. As a result of the improved understanding of the assessment and reporting methodology, institutions in West Africa have begun to prepare reports beyond their national SoE inputs with their own resources. The project has led to the establishment of a network of parliamentary committee chairpersons on the environment within the ECOWAS parliament. The Inter-Government Authority on Development (IGAD) and Central Africa are in the process of replicating the project. Lessons learned from the establishment of the information network have contributed to the design and implementation of the Africa Environment Information Network (AEIN).
Capacity-building for environmental data, information, and knowledge management to support decision-making at regional and national levels

The project focuses on providing improved access to regional and national environmental data through the establishment of new national environmental data facilities in Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean in order to overcome sub-optimal decision-making on environmental policy.

In Africa a preliminary agreement was reached with partners and stakeholders at national, sub-regional, and regional levels on data and information-sharing to support the Africa Environment Outlook (AEO) and Global Environment Outlook (GEO) processes.  In Latin America and the Caribbean a detailed implementation plan for the regional GEO data portal was developed and uploaded.
In Africa, a data and indicator information system was developed to support information management at the national, sub-regional, and regional levels in close collaboration with the AEO/GEO collaborating centers, led by the Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE). The system supports data collection in the context of integrated environmental assessment and reporting. 

A training manual on the integration of the environmental assessment and reporting (IEA) utilizes case studies and examples relevant to Africa and provides tutorials on the use of a variety of specialized data and information management tools.

Many governments in Africa and sub-regional groups, such as the Southern African Development Community and the Indian Ocean Commission, have committed themselves to implementing activities related to this project as part of the Africa Environment Information Network (AEIN).
Capacity Building through Partnership and Information and Communication Technology for Using Indigenous Knowledge to Promote Nature Conservation in Africa
This ongoing project focuses on helping communities to harness, promote, and utilize indigenous knowledge in environmental conservation (land, water, and biodiversity resources).

This project is building consensus on actions for the application of indigenous knowledge systems in conventional nature conservation and hydrological disaster management at the local and national levels, with the active participation of local people and communities. The project has been making progress towards improved and friendly access to indigenous knowledge through a recently established database.  The database is intended for policy makers, environmental and disaster managers, academicians, and non-governmental organizations engaged in environmental conservation, poverty reduction, and hydrological disaster management.

The number of institutions participating in and with access to the website has enhanced the exchange of information on indigenous knowledge, and the website now includes new types of users. Information on indigenous knowledge and its application in environmental conservation and hydrological disaster management has been well-documented and included in a publication on the application and use of indigenous knowledge. The project helps in practical ways to pave the way for active participation of the local people and their communities in the use of indigenous knowledge for natural disaster management and environmental conservation.

Development of National Legal Databases for Capacity Building to Enhance Access to Environmental Law Information
This project targets government officials, the judiciary, legal practitioners, academia, and the public at large, with a view to improving their access to environmental law information, through a web-based database. In this regard, the project also builds capacity for the development and maintenance of national legal databases.

The project will provide training in how to organize national environmental law information electronically through databases, keywords, and search engines.  National officials will create databases containing materials on environmental law and make them accessible via the Internet.  The legal databases will be maintained by national experts, using the skills developed in the training programme. 

Annex 3: Thematic Overview of Trade and Development projects funded by the UN Development Account
UNCTAD projects funded by the Development Account focus on assisting the integration of developing countries into the world economy, particularly through effective participation in the multilateral trading system. The projects also comply with UNCTAD’s current technical cooperation strategy, which emphasizes human and institutional capacity building, impact, and sustainability at the field level.

Capacity-building for Debt Sustainability Analysis

The project on capacity-building for debt sustainability analysis resulted in enhanced analytical skills of national officials and noticeable improvements in institutional arrangements of Debt Management Offices in the Ministry of Finance and Central Banks of beneficiary countries, which will facilitate the decision-making processes of debt managers. The project was based on a bottom–up approach that provides training, first, to the technical staff of debt offices and balance of payments analysts, and, subsequently, to analysts involved in the preparation and formulation of comprehensive debt strategies. Capacity-building in debt analysis is a long-term undertaking and calls for specific changes in the Debt Management Offices, particularly in their structures and functional organization, as well as in quality of staffing. 
Capacity-building in Developing Countries to Attract and Benefit from International Investment

The project on capacity-building to attract and benefit from international investment resulted in improved capacity of national policy-makers to develop better investment policies and more effective handling of negotiations on international investment agreements.  Negotiators from beneficiary developing countries now better understand international investment rule-making, especially by acquiring enhanced skills for formulation of international investment accords in the context of their countries’ particular development needs. 
Capacity-building for Competition Law Policy

The project on capacity-building for competition law policy upgraded capabilities of national competition authorities in the beneficiary countries in order to improve the formulation and enforcement of national competition rules, such as those dealing with cartels and abuse of dominance. In addition, the project helped negotiators to participate more effectively in multilateral negotiations on competition policy in the World Trade Organization (WTO) and other international fora.
Enhancing the Capacity of Developing Countries and Countries with Economies in Transition for Effective Integration in Multilateral Trading System
Another UNCTAD project on effective integration into the multilateral trading system of developing countries and countries with economies in transition sought to enhance and improve arrangements and analytical capacities of beneficiary countries to prepare for negotiations on accession to the WTO. Government officials now better understand detailed and often complex requirements for accession to the WTO, thereby enabling them to develop more effective strategies of participation in such negotiations from their specific development perspective. National officials are able better to identify appropriate trade policy options for deriving advantages and coping with the challenges of the international trading framework, including improved understanding of sectoral impacts and implications of WTO agreements on their national economy. 
Capacity-Building Impact of Trade and Development Projects

Capacity-building as pursued by UNCTAD projects clearly enhanced relevant human and institutional capacities in developing countries: (a) to analyse national needs and interests through more effective consultations within government entities and improved understanding among government and other national stakeholders; (b) to assess various policy options and formulate effective policies; and (c) to implement policies effectively. For example, Project 00/01N on accession to the WTO, Project 02/03K on investment, and Project 02/03 on competition policy all enhanced the capacity of negotiators to formulate negotiating strategies and assess implications of proposals of counterparts.  Several projects gave particular attention to the special needs of LDCs, as reflected in the outcomes of the recent UNCTAD conferences, as well as the second and third UN conferences on LDCs. In this regard, six out of 18 beneficiary countries of Project 00/01N on accession to the WTO were LDCs. In the context of Project 02/03K on investment, an Internet-based interactive database, "Investment Compass", was designed to benchmark the investment environment based on best practices.  Eighteen out of 52 countries covered by the database are LDCs. Seven out of 14 countries that benefited from Project 02/03M on competition policy are also LDCs.
Most of UNCTAD’s projects targeted the public sector of beneficiary countries.  Some, such as a third tranche project on capacity-building for diversification and commodity based development, focused on needs of small producers and traders. Project 00/01N on WTO accession provided the private sector and the Government with analysis on new market access conditions to enable the identification of potential trading opportunities, including in such areas as textiles, clothing, agricultural products, and services (tourism, professional services, and movement of natural persons). 

In the implementation of its projects, UNCTAD coordinated, to the extent possible, with other relevant UN and non-UN agencies involved in technical assistance on trade, investment, and development. To ensure project sustainability, particular attention was given to the use of local consultants and experts. The needs assessment and analytical reviews carefully considered relevant policy-making processes of beneficiary countries. For example, Project 00/01N on accession to the WTO, drawing on inputs of national consultants and academia, resulted in a number of useful sectoral WTO impact studies in such areas as: agriculture (dairy products, cereals, and meat); industrial sectors (textiles and clothing, chemical products, pharmaceuticals, automotive sector, and information technology products); and services sectors (professional services, telecommunications, financial services, and transport).  

Often the main method of implementing projects was the conduct of national, regional, and inter-regional workshops, brainstorming meetings, and the establishment of networks of experts and practitioners. A good example in this regard is Project 02/03P on commodities, which succeeded in arranging Web-based dissemination of data and led to a wider utilization of inputs than would have resulted if information were presented only in workshops and seminars. Under the third tranche project on investment, a network of 1,350 different government institutions (48 per cent of which were from developing countries), international and non-governmental organizations, universities and private sector entities was established. 

The training activities involved in projects benefited extensively from information and communication technology, including in e-training. In this context, training materials were made available to participants well in advance of courses on-line and/or on CD-ROM. In addition, e-based facilities were established to support training courses and to provide for an e-based follow-up mechanism. In particular, UNCTAD used the “Trainfortrade” programme and the related distance learning methodology. The “Training of trainers” approach, supported and complemented by distance learning, has worked well to ensure project sustainability. 

Capacity-building in Developing Countries to Attract and Benefit from International Investment
Drawing on best practices, the project developed two Internet-based applications: one for benchmarking national investment policies and the other to use as an e-training facility for international investment agreements. The “Investment Compass” is used to benchmark the investment environment. Benchmarking methodologies provide policy-makers, investment promotion agencies, and other relevant national institutions with tools to assess strengths and weaknesses of the current policy environment and to consider short-term and the long-term actions to improve it. “Investment Compass” was complemented by intensive training courses on international investment agreements which took advantage of the project. An Internet-based interactive distance learning facility created by the facility’s training materials is available in English, French, and Spanish. 

The conceptualization and implementation of UNCTAD projects draws on the agency’s strength and competitive advantage in the areas of policy analysis, as well as its support to relevant intergovernmental bodies. Development Account projects facilitate further integration of operational activities with both UNCTAD’s involvement in intergovernmental processes and its research and analytical work.

Capacity-building for Diversification and Commodity Based Development

The project was an effective way to gather, analyze, and share a variety of national experiences with regard to diversification efforts. This comprehensive effort allowed UNCTAD to identify key reasons behind obstacles to diversification and to present coherent analysis, benefiting from practical examples, in a series of analytical studies presented to UNCTAD’s recent intergovernmental meetings. As a result, there is an increasing awareness at the national and international levels of the need to supplement market access to commodities through efforts to facilitate de facto market entry, as well as to remove supply side obstacles and enhance competitiveness of developing country commodity exporters.  

Some of UNCTAD’s projects generated donor interest and resulted in an additional supply of extra-budgetary funds. These funds, which supplemented the resources made available to UNCTAD, definitely helped the sustainability of many projects. For example, in the context of commodities and diversification, UNCTAD is able to conduct two follow-up activities, such as on the cost of compliance with sanitary and phytosanitary standards from which Guinea, Mozambique, and Tanzania benefit and on facilitating deliveries of tropical fruits from small producers in West Africa to European supermarkets (implemented in partnership with a European supermarket chain). 
Capacity-building for Key Issues on the International Economic Agenda

The third tranche project on capacity-building for key issues on the international economic agenda benefited from the guidance of an advisory body, under the chairmanship of the President of the Trade and Development Board and with the membership of 15 of UNCTAD's Member States. This approach proved useful, as the Advisory Body was able to provide important insights on the content of the regional training programmes conducted by the project. It directly focused on the design, organization, and implementation of the training courses. The Advisory Body frequently provided advice to the Secretary-General of UNCTAD for the conduct of the project’s activities, signifying a new level of cooperation between the Secretariat and the Member States.
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