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INTRODUCTION - 2002 COUNTRY PROFILES SERIES 
 
 

Agenda 21, adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de 
Janeiro in 1992, underscored the important role that States play in the implementation of the Agenda at the national 
level. It recommended that States consider preparing national reports and communicating the information therein to 
the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) including, activities they undertake to implement Agenda 21, 
the obstacles and challenges they confront, and other environment and development issues they find relevant.  
 
As a result, in 1993 governments began preparing national reports for submission to the CSD. After two years of 
following this practice, the CSD decided that a summarized version of national reports submitted thus far would be 
useful. Subsequently, the CSD Secretariat published the first Country Profiles series in 1997 on the occasion of the 
five-year review of the Earth Summit (Rio + 5). The series summarized, on a country-by-country basis, all the 
national reports submitted between 1994 and 1996. Each Profile covered the status of all Agenda 21 chapters.   
     
The purpose of Country Profiles is to:   
 
• Help countries monitor their own progress;   
 
♦ Share experiences and information with others; and,  
 

I. Serve as institutional memory to track and record national actions undertaken to implement Agenda 21.  
 
A second series of Country Profiles is being published on the occasion of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development being held in Johannesburg from August 26 to September 4, 2002. Each profile covers all 40 chapters 
of Agenda 21, as well as those issues that have been separately addressed by the CSD since 1997, including trade, 
energy, transport, sustainable tourism and industry. 
 
The 2002 Country Profiles series provides the most comprehensive overview to date of the status of 
implementation of Agenda 21 at the national level. Each Country Profile is based on information updated from that 
contained in the national reports submitted annually by governments.  
 
Preparing national reports is often a challenging exercise. It can also be a productive and rewarding one in terms of 
taking stock of what has been achieved and by increasing communication, coordination and cooperation among a 
range of national agencies, institutions and groups. Hopefully, the information contained in this series of Country 
Profiles will serve as a useful tool for learning from the experience and knowledge gained by each country in its 
pursuit of sustainable development.   



NOTE TO READERS 
 
 
The 2002 Country Profiles Series provides information on the implementation of Agenda 21 on a country-by-
country and chapter-by-chapter basis (with the exception of. chapters 1 and 23, which are preambles).  Since Rio  
1992, the Commission on Sustainable Development has specifically addressed other topics not included as separate 
chapters in Agenda 21. These issues of trade, industry, energy, transport and sustainable tourism are, therefore, 
treated as distinct sections in the Country Profiles.  In instances where several Agenda 21 chapters are closely 
related, for example, chapters 20 to 22 which cover environmentally sound management of hazardous, solid and 
radioactive wastes, and chapters 24 to 32 which refer to strengthening of major groups, the information appears 
under a single heading in the Country Profile Series.  Lastly, chapters 16 and 34, which deal with environmentally 
sound management of biotechnology, and transfer of environmentally sound technology, cooperation, capacity-
building respectively, are presented together under one heading in those Country Profiles where information is 
relatively scarce. 
 
At the release of this Country Profile, Swaziland had not updated it and therefore any new changes will appear on 
our web page: http://www.un.org/esa/agenda21/natlinfo 
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CHAPTER 2:  INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO ACCELERATE SUSTAINABLE 
          DEVELOPMENT IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND RELATED DOMESTIC 
          POLICIES 

 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 2:  INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO ACCELERATE SUSTAINABLE  
                          DEVELOPMENT IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND RELATED DOMESTIC 
                          POLICIES - TRADE 

 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 3:  COMBATING POVERTY 
 

 
Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
   

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 4:  CHANGING CONSUMPTION PATTERNS 
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 4:  CHANGING CONSUMPTION PATTERNS - ENERGY 
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 4:  CHANGING CONSUMPTION PATTERNS - TRANSPORT 
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 5:  DEMOGRAPHIC DYNAMICS AND SUSTAINABILITY 
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available.  
 
Programmes and Projects: No information available.  
  
Status: Swaziland is a small, landlocked country of 17,364 square kilometers bounded to the East by Mozambique 
and otherwise surrounded by South Africa.Geographically, Swaziland is unique. Despite its small area, the country 
is divided into four distinct physiographic regions from west to east. The Highveld, to the west, comprises 
mountains with numerous rivers, waterfalls and gorges. The climate is temperate with warm, wet summers and cool 
to cold dry winters. The Middleveld incorporates fertile soils and valleys with views of the Highveld and Lowveld. 
The warm climate is ideal for growing various crops and much of the agricultural activity is found in this region. 
The Lowveld is sub-tropical and is where two of the country's major crops, sugar and citrus, thrive. The Lubombo 
Escarpment is mountainous and is the dividing line between Swaziland and Mozambique. The climate is sub-
tropical with mixed farming being the major activity. The population of Swaziland is approximately 800,000 
people, with an agricultural based economy.  
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available.  
 
Information: No information available.  
  
Research and Technologies: No information available.  
   
Financing: No information available.  
  
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 6:  PROTECTING AND PROMOTING HUMAN HEALTH 
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 7:  PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE HUMAN SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 8:  INTEGRATING ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT IN DECISION-MAKING 
 
 

Decision-Making: The Department of the Environment is under the Ministry of Tourism, Environment and 
Communications. The Department of the Environment acts as the Secretariat of the body dealing with 
environmental issues known as the Swaziland Environmentn Authority (SEA). The SEA was established through 
an Act of Parliament in November 1992. Presently, implementation of environmental legislation is the 
responsibility of several ministries and government departments, including the SEA, the Ministries of Economic 
Planning and Development and Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs, among others. Setting up the 
Authority is probably the most significant achievement of the Government of Swaziland, since it has laid down a 
firm foundation for coordination and overseeing the implementation of environmental programmes. As a new 
organization, the Authority has still to establish various mechanisms, legislation and partnership agreements with 
other bodies before it can fully address much of its mandate. However, major achievements to date include drafting 
and gazetting of environmental audit assessment and review regulations as contained in Legal Notice No. 58 of 
1996, review of the first EIA statements prepared under the new Regulations, ratification and participation in a 
number of environmental conventions, preparation of an Environmental Issues Paper, coordination and Preparation 
of the National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP), and conducting Environmental Awareness campaigns 
throughout Swaziland. The Swaziland Environment Act, 1992, supersedes all other environmental legislation in the 
country. The main function of the Authority is to coordinate the government's effort to incorporate environmental 
factors into Swaziland's development process. In addition to this crucial role, the Authority has wide ranging 
responsibilities to coordinate all environmental issues in the country, monitor environmental quality, set 
environmental standards, develop environmental policies, and implement and enforce mechanisms to ensure that 
environmental consideration is taken into account in the authorization and management of development. 
Participation of the broader cross-section of the population in decision-making is encouraged. Public participation 
effectively allows people to have a say in future policies that will affect them and to attain a sense of ownership, 
which is an important ingredient for the success of environmental programmes. In general, the analysis and 
approval of programmes rest with the decision-making authority of the Government. However, if the authorizing 
agency encounters problems or is in doubt about its analysis, then the issue at hand is forwarded to SEA for further 
classification and analysis. It is at this stage that the public becomes most directly involved. 
 
Programmes and Projects: No information available.  
 
Status: No information available.  
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available.  
 
Information: No information available.  
 
Research and Technologies: No information available.  
 
Financing: No information available.  
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
    

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 9:  PROTECTION OF THE ATMOSPHERE  
 
 

Decision-Making:  No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects: No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 10:  INTEGRATED APPROACH TO THE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF LAND 
               RESOURCES  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects: No information available. 
   
Status: Swaziland is a small, landlocked country of 17,364 square kilometers bounded to the East by Mozambique 
and otherwise surrounded by South Africa. Geographically, Swaziland is unique. Despite its small area, the country 
is divided into four distinct physiographic regions from west to east. The Highveld, to the west, comprises 
mountains with numerous rivers, waterfalls and gorges. The climate is temperate with warm, wet summers and cool 
to cold dry winters. The Middleveld incorporates fertile soils and valleys with views of the Highveld and Lowveld. 
The warm climate is ideal for growing various crops and much of the agricultural activity is found in this region. 
The Lowveld is sub-tropical and is where two of the country's major crops, sugar and citrus, thrive. The Lubombo 
Escarpment is mountainous and is the dividing line between Swaziland and Mozambique. The climate is sub-
tropical with mixed farming being the major activity. The population of Swaziland is approximately 800,000 
people, with an agricultural based economy. Like most developing countries, Swaziland has been faced with the 
dilemma of having to accommodate great environmental changes to provide for its growing population needs. The 
country's development programme lacks the direction and long-term planning policies that incorporates 
environmental impact assessment (EIA). Such development includes clearing of large tracts of land for agriculture, 
removal of wildlife and human beings to marginal lands, excavation of landscape for road networks and mining 
activities, and the establishment of processing factories without comprehensive waste management plans. 
  
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
  
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
   
Financing: No information available. 
  
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 11:  COMBATING DEFORESTATION  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 12:  MANAGING FRAGILE ECOSYSTEMS: COMBATING DESERTIFICATION AND 
               DROUGHT  
 
 

Decision-Making:  No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects: No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 13: MANAGING FRAGILE ECOSYSTEMS: SUSTAINABLE MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 14:  PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 15:  CONSERVATION OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects: No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTERS 16 AND 34:  ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY 
                                AND TRANSFER OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND TECHNOLOGY,  
                                COOPERATION AND CAPACITY-BUILDING 

 
 

Decision-Making:  
Technologies: No information available. 
Biotechnologies: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:   
Technologies: No information available. 
Biotechnologies: No information available. 
 
Status:  
Technologies: No information available. 
Biotechnologies: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising:  
Technologies: No information available. 
Biotechnologies: No information available. 
 
Information:  
Technologies: No information available. 
Biotechnologies: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies:  
Technologies: No information available. 
Biotechnologies: No information available. 
 
Financing:  
Technologies: No information available. 
Biotechnologies: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: 
Technologies: No information available. 
Biotechnologies: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 17:  PROTECTION OF THE OCEANS, ALL KINDS OF SEAS, INCLUDING ENCLOSED 
               AND SEMI-ENCLOSED SEAS, AND COASTAL AREAS AND THE PROTECTION, 
               RATIONAL USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR LIVING RESOURCES  
 

 
Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 18:  PROTECTION OF THE QUALITY AND SUPPLY OF FRESHWATER RESOURCES:                
  APPLICATION OF INTEGRATED APPROACHES TO THE DEVELOPMENT, 
  MANAGEMENT AND USE OF WATER RESOURCES  

 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 19:  ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF TOXIC CHEMICALS, 
               INCLUDING PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN TOXIC 
               AND DANGEROUS PRODUCTS   
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 



 

DRAFT - CP2002-SWAZILAND:  Page 22 of 32 

  

CHAPTERS 20 TO 22:  ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANAGEMENT OF HAZARDOUS, SOLID 
                            AND RADIOACTIVE WASTES  

                                    
 
Decision-Making:  
Hazardous wastes: No information available. 
Solid wastes: No information available. 
Radioactive wastes: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  
Hazardous wastes: No information available. 
Solid wastes: No information available. 
Radioactive wastes: No information available. 
 
Status:  
Hazardous wastes: No information available. 
Solid wastes: No information available. 
Radioactive wastes: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising:  
Hazardous wastes: No information available. 
Solid wastes: No information available. 
Radioactive wastes: No information available. 
 
Information:  
Hazardous wastes: No information available. 
Solid wastes: No information available. 
Radioactive wastes: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies:  
Hazardous wastes: No information available. 
Solid wastes: No information available. 
Radioactive wastes: No information available. 
 
Financing:  
Hazardous wastes: No information available. 
Solid wastes: No information available. 
Radioactive wastes: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: 
Hazardous wastes: No information available. 
Solid wastes: No information available. 
Radioactive wastes: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTERS 24 TO 32:  STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF MAJOR GROUPS  
 
 

Women: No information available. 
 
Children and youth: No information available. 
 
Indigenous people: No information available. 
 
Non-governmental organizations: No information available. 
 
Local authorities: No information available. 
 
Workers and trade unions: No information available. 
 
Business and industry: No information available. 
 
Scientific and technological community: No information available. 
 
Farmers: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 33:  FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND MECHANISMS  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 

 
*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 35:  SCIENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 36:  PROMOTING EDUCATION, PUBLIC AWARENESS AND TRAINING  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects: No information available. 
 
Status:  No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 37:  NATIONAL MECHANISMS AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR 
  CAPACITY-BUILDING IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES  

 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 38:  INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 
 

This issue deals mainly with activities undertaken by the UN System. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 39:  INTERNATIONAL LEGAL INSTRUMENTS AND MECHANISMS  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER 40:  INFORMATION FOR DECISION-MAKING  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER: INDUSTRY  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
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CHAPTER: SUSTAINABLE TOURISM  
 
 

Decision-Making: No information available. 
 
Programmes and Projects:  No information available. 
 
Status: No information available. 
 
Capacity-Building, Education, Training and Awareness-Raising: No information available. 
 
Information: No information available. 
 
Research and Technologies: No information available. 
 
Financing: No information available. 
 
Cooperation: No information available. 
 

*   *   * 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


