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QUARTERLY MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR Second Quarter 2017/Issue No. 10 

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 

In this quarter I addressed the Security Council twice.  First, on 11 May, in line with the 

Committee’s Sixteenth Programme of Work, along with the joint statement with the Chairs of 

the 1276 and 1373 Committees, I reported, on the Committee’s behalf, on its work..  Second, on 

28 June, taking advantage of Bolivia’s presidency of the Security Council, I led an open debate 

on “The Global Effort to prevent the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction to Non-state 

Actors”.  In my statement I highlighted that Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) is a 

platform for cooperation and it would be counterproductive to undermine the cooperative spirit 

by moving in direction of a stricter mechanism for Member States. I also stressed the basic 

obligations under the resolution and its follow up resolutions.  In particular I emphasised the key 

elements of resolution 2325 (2016). 

 

In line with the Committee’s Sixteenth programme of Work, members of the Committee and the 

Group of Experts have participated in a number of outreach activities in the second quarter.  

With regard to direct interaction with States, members of the Group of Experts participated in a 

national round table meeting on 12 April in Paramaribo, Suriname to identify legal and technical 

assistance requirements to facilitate the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), in cooperation 

with the Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the 

Caribbean (UNLIREC).  The development of 1540 National Implementation Action Plans 

featured prominently in the activities of the Group of Experts in national roundtable meetings in: 

 Montevideo, Uruguay on 18 and 19 April.  This event was supported by the Organisation 

of American States (OAS). 

 Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia from 8 to 10 May.  This meeting benefitted from help by the UN 

Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament for Asia and the Pacific (UNRCPD) and the 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). 

 Vienna, Austria to review how the 2014 - 2016 National Implementation Action Plan of 

Uzbekistan has been implemented.  The meeting was also organised in cooperation with 

UNRCPD and OSCE. 

 

With regard to regional and thematic issues, the Committee members and Experts participated in 

events including: 

 The Seventeenth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism 

organised by OAS on 6 April in Washington DC to engage in discussions and, in 

particular, to present on resolution 1540 obligations and on resolution 2325 (2016).  At 

this meeting the Expert had a chance to discuss the new appointment of an OAS 1540 
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http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1540(2004)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2325(2016)


 

2 
 

Coordinator and possible future cooperation.  The event also provided an opportunity for 

a discussion on future collaboration with the Director-General of the Organisation for the 

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), Ambassador Ahmet Üzümcü, who was also 

participating. 

 With regard to chemical weapons, in cooperation with OPCW, Experts discussed the 

prevention of the proliferation of these and other weapons of mass destruction to non-

State actors; in Doha, Qatar in a meeting on 10 and 11 April, marking the 20
th

 

anniversary of the entry-into-force of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) and at 

an International Conference on Chemical Disarmament and Security in Dubai, UAE.  The 

latter meeting was aimed at CWC National Authorities in Asia. 

 Strategic trade and export controls were the themes of discussions in; 

o  Lima, Peru, from 24 to 26 April, in a Seminar on Enhancing Strategic Trade and 

Border Controls for countries in the Latin American and Caribbean region 

(organised with the support of UNLIREC); 

o Vienna, Austria, on 7 June, at a meeting of the OSCE Forum for Security 

Cooperation in an exchange of national export control experience and best 

practices; and, 

o Mexico City, on 8 and 9 June, in a regional industry outreach conference for the 

Pacific Alliance countries and Brazil.  This event was part of the regional 

approach to industry engagement on resolution 1540 in the context of the 

“Wiesbaden Process”, initiated and supported by Germany.  My message to this 

event is at 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/documents/Chair%20Statement%201540%20Indus

try%20Conf%20Mex.pdf. 

 

Looking ahead, the Committee and its Experts have a full schedule of events in the next quarter.  

It includes, inter alia, a country visit to Mauritania and a training course for 1540 National Points 

of Contact in Xi’an, China.  We will also be cooperating with the OPCW through participation in 

a meeting for CWC national authorities of African States in Banjul, the Gambia. 

 

Despite these efforts, full implementation of the resolution by all Member States is still a long 

way off.  To avert the catastrophic use of weapons of mass destruction by non-State actors, it 

will require a continuous and concerted effort in the implementation of all aspects of resolution 

1540.  This will require political will and practical steps by the international community as well 

as appropriate support from civil society and industry.  I assure you that the 1540 Committee and 

its supporting Group of Experts will spare no effort in working towards the ultimate objective of 

full implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).  

 

Visit http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540/ for detailed information on resolution 1540 (2004) and its 

successor resolutions.  
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