Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and
the Transatlantic Slave Trade- 2009 Calendar of Events

Tuesday, 24 March

1:15 p.m. 6:00 p.m. Documentary Films Screenings
Introduced by Eric Falt, Director, Outreach Division
(OD), Department of Public Information (DPI)

1:15pm.iScattered Africa: Faces anSAvoi ces of
2008) 52 minDuring the centuries of thEransatlantic Slave Tragdan estimated 100

million African people were torn from their homelands. tGral anthropologist and

filmmaker Dr. Sheila S. Walker takes viewers across the Americas, to Argentina,

Uruguay and the United States, exploring past and current contributions that African

people made to American culture. Q&A with Mr. Georges Collinep stfeatured in

the film. For more information, please contaetnkin@un.org

2:45 p.m fiBlack Atlantic: On the Orixas Routeo (Brazil, 2001 55 min. The waters of

the Atlantic brought the slaves from Africa to Brattileir bodies in chains but their souls
inexorably tied to mother Africa. This Brazilianade film takes us to both shores, to

show how spiritual life, dance and song came with the captive people and took root in the
new soil. Among the many traditions \eghe language and gods of Yoruba and Jejes

from the Republic of Benin. When a group of freed slaves returned to Africa to

rediscover their roots they were looked upon as outsiders. They became tradespeople
tailors, accountants and buildeesd they actally brought Portuguese culture to Africa.
Today, when Brazilians revisit Africa, they teach the Africans the culture that these
descendants of slaves keep alive in Brazil. The documentary is a testimony to some of the
ironies of the Diaspor&&A with the director, Renato BarbieFor more information,

please contactmkin@un.org

4: 15 Perritt Collegé Home of the Black Panthers", (USA, 2008) 62 min.
Narrated by Congresswoman Barbara Lee, this film chremitie birth of the Black
Panther Party at Merritt College in Oakland during the poalitically, socially and
economically turbulent times of the late 1960. This story is told through rare interviews
with original party members and other key playiergho wee Merritt students at the

timeTl and features original artwork from the many Black Panther Party publications as
well as rarely seen photosand focuses on the positive achievements of the Panthers
movement and its legacy, not of violence but of whatdtried and what it left behind.
Q&A with the director, Jeffrey HeymafySA), Executive Director, Marketing, Public
Relations and Communications, Peralta Community College Distactnore

information, please contatimkin@un.org

6:00 pmi 6: 45 pm fiDrumso Exhibit i Inauguration
Introduc ed and moderated byKiyo Akasaka, Under-
Secretary-General, DPI
Opening by Asha Rose Migiro, Deputy SecretarGeneral
Statement by theHead ofthe Cameroon Delegation

Sponsoredby Cameroonthis one month exhibis organized with the support BPI, in
collaboratiam with the Schomburg Centfar Research in Black Culture, CARICOM and
the African Unionlt is envisaged that the Deputy Secret@sgneral will officially ogen
the exhibit.The exhibit will highlight the historical perspective and samittural impact
of drums throughout the Slave Trade and beyond, from Africa to the Amé&rfoas.
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opening of the exhibit will be fRobmM. owed by
For more information, please contamtnesen@un.org

Wednesday, 25 March

9:00 a.m.i 11:30am.  Student Videoconferene
Introduced by Ramu Damodaran, Deputy Director,
OD/DPI
Moderated by Yvonne Acosta, Chief, Education Outreach,
OD/DPI

The Education Outreach Cluster will ongge a Student Video ConferenaeUnited
Nations Headquarters to mark the observance ohtieenlational Day of Remembrance
of the Victims of Slavery and the Trsatlantic Slav@rade. In preparation for the
observance and for the student video conferaheelJN Cyberschoolbus team will
develop an educational guide on the theme of théeoemce and link it to the site
developed byPI for the commemoratim The videaonference will include schools in
the United Stees that are part of the UNESG@sociated Schools Project (ASPnet)
Network (that mvolves schools from around the world that have participated in
programmes and regeh projects on slaery and theSlave Trade) and schools in the
Caribbean invited by the organization Amistad Amer&taidents from schools in New
York city will gather atUN Headquarters to connect witudents gathered at
videoconference sites for the ever\t the close of the Student Video Conference, the
New York City students will teend the Special Noon Drumming Event at UN
Headquarters which will also be vieweg siudents from the other videonference
sites.For more information, please contactbstay@ un.orgndyotive@un.org

12:001 12:30 p.m. Special NoonDrumming Event
Introduced and moderatedby Kiyo Akasaka, USG,DPI
Statements byBan Ki-moon, Secretary-General
Mi guel do6Esc ®tesidenBafteecGAk ma n ,
African Representative
CARICOM Representative

Symboliclaunchby the ®cretaryGenerabf commemorative evenis New York, in the
presence of the President of the General Asseartilgmbassadors afll Member
States. Musicians, drummers, steel bands and schools will partidipate NESCO
Director General will hold a similar event in Paiidsewhere in the world, similavents
are being organizeat noon local timéy DPI and other partners to commarate the
International DayFor more information, please contactandt@un.org

1:00 pmi 1:45 pm Press conference
Chaired by Kiyo Akasaka, Under-Secretary-General, DPI
With artists Akon and Peter Buffett, Salif Keita, Gilberto
Gil and Emmeline Michel (TBC)

7:15p.m.- 11:00 p.m Cultural Evening & Concert - General Assembly Hall
Concert moderated by CCH Pounder and Eric Falt

A first of its kindcultural evening and concertentitedd Br eaki ng t he Sil ence,

Beati ng twilérmBhe gentérpiece of the commemoratigith a chorus of
celebrities andlignitaries representing the global community collectively celebrating the
resilience of the human spighd victory over adversitfonfirmedartists and

celebrities Akon (Senegal/USAX: Peter Buffett(USA); MezzeSoprano Audrey
Babcock(USA); Soprano Angela Brow(lUSA); The Blind Boys of Alabam@JSA);



