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Translated from Arabic 

• Since its adoption in 2005, the 1540 Matrix has been an essential tool used by the 1540 

Committee to organize information on implementation by Member States of Security Council 

Resolution 1540 (2004). 

• This information is submitted in voluntary compliance. It does not in any way constitute a 

legal obligation arising from resolution 1540 (2004) or its successor resolutions. 

• The Committee, with the assistance of a Panel of Experts, develops national matrices for 

Member States covering aspects of the implementation of the resolution, using information 

provided by Member States to various international organizations or the Committee, or 

information published on the websites of the relevant national agencies. 

• The matrix consists of a package of information covering national activities related to the 

resolution. It is used as a reference tool to facilitate cooperation between Member States and 

cooperation between the Committee and Member States to implement the resolution. These 

matrices are also used as a checklist to determine the extent to which there are gaps in national 

systems or enforcement measures. The Committee specifically considers whether Member 

States have established appropriate national controls to implement their obligations un the 

resolution, and in particular those provided for in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10. 

• Each field in the matrix denotes one of three possible responses: 

o An “X” in any data field signifies confirmation that the reporting State has taken 

relevant measures, or the 1540 Committee has found specific references to the 

applicable legal basis or executive measures as evidence of such steps. 

o A “?” in any data field signifies that although the national report or other sources of 

data refers to legislation or other evidence that the State has taken a measure, the 

details in the references provided raise questions of pertinence or that the information 

suggests that the State has taken action but a copy of the legislation has not yet been 

located or available for consultation. 

o A blank in any data field signifies that the State has provided no information or the 

1540 Committee has not established information to enable the entry of an “X” or a “?” 

against that particular data field. 
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