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To begin, | would like to express my gratitude ie Government of the United
Kingdom for the invitation to the United Nationscaeaty Council Committee
established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004 nttettake this visit.

The visit is significant as it occurs in the"l@nniversary year of the adoption of
resolution 1540 (2004). Of particular note is thenthuing importance and
relevance of Resolution 1540 (2004). Through it®skential Statement
adopted at the May 7 Security Council Open Debatemiark the tenth
anniversary of resolution 1540, the Security Colureaffirmed “the necessity
to prevent non-State actors access to, or assest@md financing for nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons, related materiatgl their means of
delivery”. In this debate more than 60 countriemfrall regions of the world
expressed their commitment to the implementatiorthef resolution. These
expressions of support are important to the maartea@ of the momentum
towards full implementation of the resolution by220Q when the current

mandate for the 1540 Committee is due to end.

To facilitate the implementation of the resolutiaihe Committee assigns
particular importance to direct interaction withat®s to achieve effective
implementation of the resolution. A key elementhis action is visits to States
at their invitation. They are a practical demorsgiraof a State’s commitment
to the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).



This visit by the 1540 Committee and its group &pexts is the thirteenth
undertaken so far, and the third to a Permanentidédemf the Security Council.
It follows constructive and successful visits tdbahia, Bangladesh, Burkina
Faso, China, Grenada, Madagascar, Malawi, Niger Rpublic of Korea, the
Republic of the Congo, Trinidad and Tobago and.th#ed States of America.

The 1540 Committee appreciates the United Kingdoodshmitment and
contributions to the global effort to prevent thelfperation of weapons of mass
destruction, including through active participationinternational and regional
non-proliferation cooperation activities. This isendonstrated by the
comprehensive reports that the United Kingdom hdasmgted to the 1540
Committee. Particularly welcome is the submissionthte Committee of the

United Kingdom’s National Implementation Action Rlen December last year.

The United Kingdom has also made important contioims to the 1540
Committee’s work, including by its active participen as Vice-Chair of the
Committee. Mr. Terence Taylor has also been doindgargastic job as
Coordinator of the 1540 Group of Experts, whoséviiels have been vital in
supporting the work of the 1540 Committee.

One of the challenges to full implementation of teeolution is the need for
capacity building in many States. In this regardm glad to acknowledge the
United Kingdom'’s readiness to respond to requestsaigsistance — particularly
in the area of border and export controls. Ass#as an important aspect of
the Committee’s work. In recent years, the Committas been actively seeking
to improve its role of matching assistance requesisotential providers. Any

ideas you may have for making the system work betbelld be most welcome.



Resolutions 1540 (2004) and 1977 (2011) encouragel540 Committee to
interact with civil society and the private secfor the full and effective
implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). In thiegard, | particularly
welcomed the opportunity to participate in the sears on 5 and 6 November
organised by King’'s College in cooperation with @izen House. As we
approach the start of the comprehensive review hef tesolution, these
exchanges were particularly valuable. | hope thasé¢ discussions will be only
the beginning of a dialogue that will continue dradp the Committee during

consideration of developing its strategy for thargeo 2021.
In closing, | once again extend my gratitude fasiting the Committee for this
visit and for the excellent arrangements. | lookmard to a productive and

rewarding exchange of views and site visit.

Thank you for your attention.



