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1960: The �rst police of�cers are deployed with the UN Operation in Congo (ONUC).

1964: �The �rst formal police component is deployed to the United Nations Peacekeeping Force 
in Cyprus (UNFICYP).

1989: �The end of the Cold War ushers in a new generation of UN peacekeeping, beginning with 
deployment in Namibia with the UN Transitional Assistance Group (UNTAG). Mandates 
quickly expand in the early 1990s, ranging from police reform in El Salvador and Mo-
zambique to a broad mandate in Cambodia.

1994: 1,677 UN civilian police of�cers are deployed in peacekeeping missions.

1995: �UN Police become an increasingly important element of UN peacekeeping. In Decem-
ber, a police component is added as a strategic choice rather than an add-on to military 
observers, in the United Nations Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH). Pro-
moting the rule of law and reforming police services in con�ict areas is recognised as a 
central tool for helping war-torn societies recover from con�ict. 

1998: �The �rst Formed Police Unit, the Multinational Specialised Unit (MSU) is deployed to 
NATO�s Stabilisation Force (SFOR) in Bosnia-Herzegovina. This is the precursor to the 
Formed Police Units that would later be deployed in United Nations missions.

1999: �UN Police deployed to the UN Interim Administration in Kosovo (UNMIK) are tasked 
with the full spectrum of law enforcement for the �rst time, as well as building a brand 
new police service. UNMIK includes the �rst Formed Police Unit in a UN mission, called 
the Specialised Police Unit (SPU) and, at its peak in 2001, included 3,300 police of-
�cers from 50 countries. In cooperation with the Organisation for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE), over 8,000 police of�cers are recruited and trained to form the 
Kosovo Police Service (KPS).

2000: 5,840 UN Police of�cers are deployed in peacekeeping missions.
 
2006: �The UN Standing Police Capacity is formally established. More than 8,200 UN Police 

from 92 countries are deployed in 17 missions globally.

2007: �In January, the �rst all-female Formed Police Unit is deployed from India to the United 
Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL). In July, 6,400 police of�cers are authorized for the 
African Union/ United Nations Hybrid Operations in Darfur (UNAMID), of which 2,936 
are deployed by June 2009. In November, the Standing Police Capacity establishes the 
police component of the United Nations Mission in the Central African Republic and 
Chad (MINURCAT).

2009: 11,000 UN Police of�cers (8% women) from 100 countries are deployed in 18 missions.

History of United Nations Policing
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Female - 867 (7.8%)

Male - 10,218 (92.2%)

Gender (Im)Balance

Member of the Standing Police Capacity (SPC), Ms. Souad Abbes receiving UN peace medal form Alain Le Roy USG for DPKO. May 2009, UNHQ. 
(UN Photo by Walter Wolf)

Back cover photo: Jarlu Gbessie examines a recruitment drive for female police officers 
in the Liberian National Police. She says she wants to protect life and property and 
to learn medicine. The UN and the Liberian government are striving for 20 percent 
female enrolment and are using educational incentives to try and achieve this goal.

(Photo by Christopher Herwig, UNMIL)
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For information on all UN peacekeeping 
visit the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) at: 

http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/dpko/

For UN Police in global peacekeeping visit: 
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/police/


