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Ref. 2016/364

The Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations
presents its compliments to the Office of Legal Affairs at the United Nations and
has the honour to refer to the Secretary-General’s note Ref.: LA/COD/2 dated 14
March, 2016, requesting Member States to report measures taken for
implementing General Assembly resolution 69/120 dated 10 December 2014 and
entitled “Status of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and
relating to the protection of victims of armed conflicts”, in order to be included in

his report to be submitted to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session.

In this regard, the UAE Mission is pleased to enclose herewith a report on
the efforts made by the United Arab Emirates towards implementing the above-
mentioned resolution, including the establishment of a national committee on
international humanitarian law to promote and strengthen public awareness of the
principles and goals of the international humanitarian law in the United Arab

Emirates.

The Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of Legal Affairs at the United

Nations, the assurances of its highest consideration.

25 May, 2016

Office of Legal Affairs
United Nations
New York

Tel: +1 212 371 0480 | Fax: +1 212 371 4923 | 3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 305 East 47" Street, 7" Floor, New York, NY 10017 | USA
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Unofficial Translation from Arabic into English

Activities of the United Arab Emirates National Committee on
International Humanitarian Law

As part of the efforts undertaken by the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to
promote the principles of international humanitarian law in the UAE and meet its
international humanitarian commitments, a national committee on international
humanitarian law was established in year 2004 in accordance with the UAE Cabinet
Resolution No. (32) for year 2004. The UAE National Committee on International
Humanitarian Law is the first of its kind in the Arab region.

Members of the committee include representatives from the following 10
different UAE bodies: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, the Institute of Judicial Training Studies, the Federal National Council,
the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Education, United
Arab Emirates University, the General Headquarters of Armed Forces, State
Security, and Emirates Red Crescent.

The Committee aims to promote and strengthen public awareness among
institutions and individuals on the principles, goals and objectives of the
international humanitarian law, and shares experiences with the relevant associations
and organizations on strengthening cooperation, and ensuring implementation and
effectiveness of its provisions through coordination with the concerned authorities
in reviewing legislations relevant to international law.

To achieve its goals and promote the principles of international humanitarian
law, the Committee implemented many activities and events since its establishment.
In 2014-2015, the Committee undertook various activities in areas of legislation,
dissemination and definition of its provisions at the academic level and among the
relevant authorities and experts through informative lectures, courses and seminars.
The Committee also organized the 9" meeting of the Arab Governmental Experts on
National Implementation of International Humanitarian Law in January 2012 in Abu
Dhabi. Moreover, the UAE universities added international humanitarian law as an
elective course.
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The Committee adopts biennial action plans to implement its activities, and launched
its action plan for years 2015-2016 on 19 January 2015.
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