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Impact investments are investments made 
 into companies, organizations, and funds 
 with the intention to generate measurable 
 social and environmental impact alongside 
 a financial return.

They can be made in both emerging and 
 developed markets, and target a range of 

 returns from below market to market rate, 
 depending upon the circumstances.
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Impact investments have been defined in many ways. At the GIIN, we define them as investments made directly into companies or organizations, or those made through funds of funds. Impact investors have the intent to generate measurable social/environmental impact alongside a financial return, which may be below market or market rate. 



Total investing 

 worldwide

$212 
 Trillion* 

How Big Is Impact Investing?

Impact 

 Investing in 

5–10 years?

$2 trillion

If impact investing grows to 1%  of total 

 invested assets, the result would be 

 $2 trillion of capital channeled towards 
social and environmental impact.

US 

 Philanthropy

$600 billion

*Source: McKinsey Global Institute, Mapping 

 
Global Capital Markets (2011).



Industry Barriers

Lack of awareness of impact investing

Lack of leadership, organization,

 sharing of best practices

High search costs

Lack of standardized impact 

 measurement tools

No formal space to learn, engage,
grow the community

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The GIIN was formed in response to investor demands and fills needs that are beyond the mandate or scope of any individual investor. There are five main industry challenges.

(The following slides focus on GIIN activities that address these barriers)



High search costs and lack of standardized 

 impact measurement tools
Infrastructure 

 Development
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ImpactBase is the global online directory of impact investment funds. It provides fund managers with an efficient way to gain visibility with a global set of impact investors, and it enables investors to search impact investment vehicles by asset classes, geographies, impact goals, and other characteristics. Numbers as of Oct 2013: Over 260 funds and products; Over 1,200 subscribers

IRIS is the catalog of generally accepted performance metrics that leading impact investors use to measure social, environmental, and financial success. By gathering into one place the most useful standardized metrics from across social and environmental sectors, IRIS makes it easier to create informed performance measurement systems and avoid mistakes that affect results and credibility. By providing a common language to talk about results, IRIS makes it easier to compare investments and communicate performance to the entire industry.



Platforms for 
 Knowledge Sharing

Lack of leadership and formal space to 

 learn, engage, grow the community
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THE GIIN INVESTORS’ COUNCIL is an invitation-only leadership group for active large-scale impact investors. 
Comprised of asset owners and asset managers with diverse interests across sectors and geographies, the Investors’ Council provides a forum for experienced impact investors to strengthen the practice of impact investing and accelerate learning about new areas in the field. As leaders in the industry, Investors’ Council members also participate in field-building activities such as infrastructure development and research to advance the broader impact investing industry. 
�GIIN membership is for organizations interested in deepening their engagement with the impact investing industry. Members of the GIIN are connected to a thriving peer community and gain formal access to industry information, tools, and resources. Network Members periodically meet at events and through virtual convenings, and receive tutorials on tools designed to strengthen the impact investment market.




Education: 
Research & Outreach

The GIIN publishes 
 practitioner‐focused research 

 and disseminates news, 
 events, and more.

In October 2013, the GIIN 
 held its first‐ever global 

 investor Forum in London in 
 partnership with the City of 
 London Corporation.

Lack of awareness of
impact investing
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Our outreach work includes:
Traditional and social media coverage of impact investing
 Research publications – original and co-authored
 Newsletters – subscribe on the GIIN’s website for news, events, announcements
 Investor Spotlight- monthly Q&A with leading impact investors
 Impact investment profile series – outlining real-life deals and impact objectives
GIIN Investor Forum
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