








Draft Programme 
Thematic Debate on The Peaceful Resolution of Conflicts in Africa 

25 April, Conference Room: 3 (NLB) 
10:00  Opening remarks by: 

  - H.E. Mr. Vuk Jeremic, President of the General Assembly  
 - H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon, United Nations Secretary-General  
 

10:20- 10:30 Keynote Address:  
 
- H.E. Mr. Jean-Pierre Buyoya, AU High Representative for Mali and Sahel 
 

10.30 -13.00  High-level General Debate:  
 

 
 
15: 00 – 16:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16:30- 17:50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17:50- 180:00 

Panel Discussion I 
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Moderator: Mr. Maged Abdelaziz, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on 
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Thank you Mr. President, 

 

Mr. President, 

I would like to thank you for convening this debate and for marking the 50th 

anniversary of the Organization of the African Unity with the opportunity to 

assess where we are and to look at the challenges ahead in the efforts aimed at 

resolving conflicts through peaceful means in the African continent.  

 

Portugal naturally shares the views that have been presented by Ambassador 

Meyer-Harting on behalf of the European Union. Against that background, I 

would like to focus on three specific points that are of particular interest to my 

country. 

 

My first point is the role that regional integration and regional organizations play 

in the peaceful resolution of conflicts. Portugal strongly supports regional 

integration in Africa and stresses in particular the role played by regional 

integration in the peaceful resolution of conflicts. 

 

Regional organizations and multinational institutions in Africa have consistently 

strived to develop and implement political, economic, security and humanitarian 

mechanisms that add up to what possibly is one of the most ambitious projects 

ever devised in the interest of international peace and development. 

Recognition of these efforts and of the commitment of African governments and 
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African nations to institutional, non-violent solutions must therefore be 

unequivocally expressed, especially today as we all celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the creation of the Organization for African Unity. 

 

My second point is that we must also recognize the vast challenges that exist 

both in managing daily operations in a sustainable multilateral system and in 

combining institutional, financial and human resources capabilities that are 

required to implement new and innovative initiatives in this field. This is why we 

believe that strengthened cooperation between international organizations is 

key to address multidimensional and transnational problems. 

 

We are therefore proud to be an active participant of several multilateral 

initiatives with a strong focus on peaceful solution of conflicts, preventive 

diplomacy and mediation, as well as on development, promotion and protection 

of human rights and humanitarian assistance. 

 

My third and final point is to highlight the importance of cooperation and 

coordination in particular country situations in Africa. We’ve seen the merits of 

international cohesion and united action in scenarios such as Somalia or Mali. 

We hope that international dialogue and complementary efforts can also 

contribute to restore the constitutional order in Guinea-Bissau and are 

committed to participate in the joint initiative by the UN, the AU, ECOWAS, the 

CPLP and the EU to that effect.  

 

Mr. President, 

 

As always, Portugal stands ready to engage in an open and creative discussion 

on ways to enhance and strengthen the articulation between the African Union 



 

MISSÃO PERMANENTE DE PORTUGAL JUNTO DA ORGANIZAÇÃO DAS NAÇÕES UNIDAS 
 

and other actors involved in the prevention and resolution of conflicts in Africa. 

Indeed, the success of the African continent in addressing its challenges 

represents our collective success towards achieving sustainable development, 

peace and stability. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 
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