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Background 

 

As a contribution to the 2010 International Year of Biodiversity, which the General Assembly 

proclaimed in 2006 to stress the necessity to reverse the continued loss of biodiversity (A/RES/61/203), 

the General Assembly convened a High-level Meeting on Biodiversity on 22 September 2010. 

 

Attended by Heads of State, Government and delegation, this meeting provided a valuable opportunity 

to generate awareness at the highest level of the three objectives of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, namely: 

 

1. conservation of biodiversity; 

2. sustainable use of the components of biodiversity; and 

3. fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources. 

 

 

Programme 

 

9 - 10 am : Opening Plenary (General Assembly Hall) 

 

10 am - 1 pm: Morning Panel on “The way forward in achieving the three objectives of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity and the internationally agreed biodiversity goals and targets” (NLB Conference 

Room 2) 

 

3 - 5 pm: Afternoon Panel on the same theme as above (NLB Conference Room 2) 

 

6 - 7 pm: Closing Plenary (General Assembly Hall) 
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HIGH-LEVEL MEETING OF THE UNITED NATIONS  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON BIODIVERSITY  
 

22 September 2010, New York 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S SUMMARY 
 

 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

Today, as a contribution to the International Year of Biodiversity, world leaders met for 

the first time for the High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on Biodiversity and reaffirmed 

the political will to reverse the alarming loss of biodiversity occurring throughout our planet. 

 

I am very pleased to present to you a summary of today’s meaningful discussions, which I 

will transmit to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity (COP10) to be held next month in Nagoya, Japan.  

 

First, Member States and other participants emphasized the importance of biodiversity 

and healthy ecosystems for achieving the Millennium Development Goals, especially in poverty 

eradication.  They drew attention to the fact that continued biodiversity loss can have particularly 

adverse impact on the poor and other populations that depend on natural resources such as for 

fisheries and agriculture.  

 

In order to protect biodiversity and its many services, including clean water, medicine and 

buffer against natural disasters, Member States and other participants noted that it is important to 

fully achieve the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity.   

 

In this regard, they attached great significance to securing successful outcomes at COP10.  

This meeting will address three inter-connected issues: access to and benefit-sharing of genetic 

resources; post-2010 strategic plan for biodiversity; and international support for the 

implementation of biodiversity strategies in developing countries.  They recognised that progress 

on one would depend upon progress on the other two issues. 

 

 While noting the progress made to date for the negotiation of the draft Protocol on access 

to and benefit-sharing of genetic resources, Member States and other participants shared the 

concern that some issues are still outstanding.  They called for a stronger political impetus and 

flexibility by all Parties in the negotiations to ensure the adoption of an effective Protocol at the 

Nagoya meeting.  

 COP10 presents an important opportunity to adopt a post-2010 strategic plan that contains 

ambitious, measurable and time-bound biodiversity targets for 2020.  This plan would provide a 

common framework for action on biodiversity at the international, regional, national and local 

levels, and across various issues, from terrestrial and marine protected areas to combating of 

ocean acidification.  In order to translate the strategic plan into concrete outcome, it needs to be 
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integrated into national biodiversity targets and strategies.  A United Nations Decade for 

Biodiversity as well as the multi-year plan of action for South-South cooperation on biodiversity 

for development would support the implementation of the new strategic plan.   

 

Furthermore, noting the important linkage between scientific knowledge to effective 

policy-making, Member States and other participants stressed the importance of establishing an 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 

and welcomed the progress achieved at the UNEP-facilitated intergovernmental and multi-

stakeholder meeting held in June 2010 in Busan, Republic of Korea. 

 

The true economic values of biodiversity and the ecosystem services it underpins are now 

being identified to their full extent.  Member States and other participants considered it important 

that such investigation continue as a matter of priority.  They called for strengthening the 

biodiversity and economy nexus by incorporating the true values of biodiversity into economic 

theory, financial planning and investments in all sectors, as well as in policy and planning 

processes at all levels.  Green economy, The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) 

and payments for ecosystem services were mentioned as important concepts and initiatives.     

 Member states and other participants also recognised that biodiversity and healthy 

ecosystems are an essential part of solution to the challenges of climate change. They noted that 

there are substantial benefits to be gained from the coherent implementation of the three Rio 

conventions as well as other biodiversity-related conventions. For example, initiatives for 

reduced emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+) could provide co-benefits 

for biodiversity and local livelihoods. The upcoming Nagoya and Cancun meetings later this year 

and the Rio+20 Conference in 2012 provide timely opportunities to ensure that measures taken 

under the related Conventions are mutually supportive. 

Recognising that many countries lack the resources and capabilities to effectively 

implement their biodiversity strategies and commitments, Member States and participants called 

for bold action to ensure that these countries have access to financial resources and technology 

transfer.  They also called for increased capacity building and scientific and technical 

cooperation. 

In addition, Member States and other participants emphasized the need to mobilize civil 

society and the private sector.  Indigenous and local communities and women and youth should 

be fully involved in the implementation of the new biodiversity strategic plan.  

Finally, noting the Geneva Call for Action issued by the past and future presidencies of 

the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Member States and 

participants noted that if current rates of biodiversity loss are not reversed, there will be drastic 

consequences for human societies.   

 

They recognized the need for coordinated and urgent action across all sectors of 

government and society to address the underlying drivers of biodiversity loss. There is a need to 

reform our means of production, consumption and economic growth to ensure that we live within 

the ecological limits.  Together, we can find ways to protect the “Mother Earth” and live in 

harmony with nature.  Thank you. 
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Statement of H.E. Mr. Joseph Deiss, 
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th
 Session of the General Assembly, 

at the High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly as a 
Contribution to the International Year of Biodiversity 

 

 

Heads of State and Government,  

Mr. Secretary-General, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

"Biodiversity is central to life" 

 

In proclaiming 2010 the Year of Biodiversity, the General Assembly launched an appeal for celebration 

of life on earth and of the value of biodiversity.  The Year of Biodiversity is an invitation to take action 

- not only this year, but in all the years to come - to safeguard the diversity of life on earth. 

 

I am very happy that a meeting of the General Assembly is being held at the beginning of the sixty-fifth 

session as a contribution to the International Year of Biodiversity, and I welcome you to this meeting. 

 

Biodiversity has always been essential to the existence of humankind.  But it is often difficult to raise 

awareness of its importance and, above all, of the risks entailed by its loss.  And yet.... 

 

We get our food from plants and animals, insects ensure pollination and are an essential link in the food 

chain, rainwater becomes drinkable by being filtered through soil and the oxygen that we breathe 

comes from the photosynthesis of algae and green plants. 

 

Today, biodiversity is being lost throughout the world, largely as a result of the actions of human 

beings.  Climate change is further worsening this problem.  What is more, degradation of many of the 

essential services rendered by ecosystems is threatening to undermine progress towards the Millennium 

Development Goals. 

 

While we are all threatened by the loss of biodiversity, the consequences are even more serious for the 

poorest among us.  Many biodiversity-rich areas are in developing countries whose people are 

particularly dependent on agriculture, fishing and forestry for their subsistence. 

 

It is encouraging that the international community is mobilizing in response to this threat.  The 2002 

adoption of the "2010 biodiversity target" was a milestone.  This target - which was also included in the 

Millennium Goal on the environment - has not been reached, but many States have used it as a basis for 

concrete biodiversity protection measures. 
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Furthermore, many initiatives are aimed at finding a better balance between biodiversity and the 

economy and measuring the economic value of the services rendered by ecosystems.  A better 

understanding of the cost of biodiversity loss is essential to increasing the effectiveness of our efforts to 

preserve it. It is essential if businesses are to recognize the advantages of biodiversity and move 

towards more environmentally friendly patterns of production and a green economy. 

 

We must continue our efforts. 

 

Quite recently, last June, in Busan, Republic of Korea, the international community decided to establish 

an intergovernmental science-policy platform in order to bridge the gap between scientific knowledge 

about deterioration of the natural environment and action by governments.  This is a major 

breakthrough for the organization of a coherent, effective multilateral response to biodiversity loss. 

 

Next month, the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity will be held in Nagoya, Japan, where the new strategic plan for the Convention will be 

adopted.  I hope that our discussions today at this high-level meeting will make a useful contribution to 

the negotiations to be conducted in Nagoya in order to ensure that the new plan is exhaustive, 

ambitious and attainable. 

 

Heads of State and Government,  

Mr. Secretary-General, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

The preservation of biodiversity is inseparable from efforts to tackle poverty, to improve the health, 

prosperity and security of present and future generations, and to deal with climate change.  Preserving 

biodiversity is not a luxury; it is a duty. 

 

[Translation from French] 
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Distinguished Co-Chairs,  

Excellencies,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 
Australia believes that timely action is the key to achieving the three objectives 
of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the internationally agreed 
biodiversity goals and targets.  
 
Australia is one of the world’s 17 mega-diverse countries, with around 10 per 
cent of the world’s biodiversity and 80 per cent of this endemic to our continent.  
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We are proud of our unique environment, including 15 of Australia’s 17 World 
Heritage sites listed for their outstanding natural and cultural values.  Biodiversity 
conservation is a priority for the Australian Government, and continues to be a 
particular focus in 2010 – the International Year of Biodiversity.   
 
Australia appreciates that biodiversity plays a key role in maintaining the well-
being of the globe.  Australia considers equal attention must be given to the three 
objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity.  In doing so, parties will 
contribute to the continued provision of the ecosystem upon which we all depend.   
 
Australia considers conserving biodiversity is an integral part of its commitment 
to the Millennium Development Goals for reducing global poverty.  In 2010, 
Australia pledged AUD 105 million to the fifth replenishment of the Global 
Environment Facility to support the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity and the maintenance of ecosystem goods and services. 
 
In our region, we have acted in support of the Coral Triangle Initiative in the 
Asia Pacific region, which covers 75 per cent of all known coral species while 
providing food and livelihoods for generations to come.   
 
Australia is committed to working with others for successful outcomes at the 
tenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in 
Nagoya, Japan, next month.  Australia will continue to work constructively to 
finalise an international regime on access and benefit-sharing of genetic 
resources and associated traditional knowledge, drawing from the ABS model we 
have implemented successfully at a national level.  In addition, Australia 
considers that the finalisation of the revised strategic plan and revised 
biodiversity targets will be priority outcomes.   
 
The Australian Government is aware of the impacts of climate change on 
biodiversity.  Australia recognizes that reducing emissions from deforestation 
and forest degradation in developing countries can help combat climate 
change, as well as provide opportunities for enhanced biodiversity conservation, 
and welcomes the initiative of Japan to host meetings on REDD+ during the 
Tenth Conference of the Parties to the  Convention on Biological Diversity next 
month. 
 
Looking domestically, Australia has a number of national initiatives underway 
during the International Year of Biodiversity.  National Adaptation Research 
Plans are being developed to foster understanding of the impacts of climate 
change on terrestrial, freshwater and marine biodiversity. Climate Change 
Adaptation Plans for ecosystems of national importance, including the Great 
Barrier Reef are being developed.  Over 200 private land managers have been 
contracted under the new Environmental Stewardship Program to conserve 
almost 27,000 hectares of critically endangered native woodlands. 
 
Almost 13 per cent of Australia’s land and ten percent of Australia’s waters have 
been declared protected areas – a fundamental contribution to protecting 
Australia’s biodiversity.  Included in these protected areas are thirty nine 
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Indigenous Protected Areas which cover 23.5 million hectares of Indigenous 
owned land. 
 
Australia welcomes increased global focus on biodiversity conservation and is 
therefore supportive of the proposal to extend the International Year on 
Biodiversity to an International Decade on Biodiversity.  Australia will 
continue its efforts to act in 2010, and beyond, both domestically and 
internationally to contribute to the safeguarding of the world’s biodiversity. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

































 

Statement by Counsellor Ren Yisheng of the Permanent Mission of the People’s 

Republic of China to the Uninted Nations at the High-level Meeting as a 

Contribution to the International Year of Biodiversity

(22 September 2010, New York)

 

Mr. President,

 The Chinese delegation associates itself with the statement made by Yemen on behalf 

of the Group of 77 and China.

 Biodiversity is an integral part of the ecological environment and the basis for 

human survival and development.  The UN’s decision to proclaim this year as the 

International Year of Biodiversity and to hold this high level event during the GA 

session demonstrates the importance that the international community attaches to 

biodiversity.

 The theme of this high level event is achieving the three major objectives of 

the Convention on Biodiversity and other goals of the international community 

in this field.  Since the signing of the Convention, worldwide public awareness 

of biodiversity issues has been on the rise, and the goals of biodiversity have 

been incorporated in the MDGs of the UN.  As a result of the joint efforts of the 

international community, a preliminary international framework and a set of rules 

have been established in the biodiversity field, many endangered species have 

survived, and the biodiversity goals for 2010 have been partially attained.  At 

the same time, we must also acknowledge the alarming rate of biodiversity loss 

worldwide. The international endeavor for biodiversity conservation still faces 

multiple challenges.  In this context, the international community must redouble its 

efforts in the following areas:

1. As the development of a post-2010 biodiversity strategy will have a bearing 

on the achievement of the three major objectives of the Convention and will be 

closely linked with the achievement of the MDGs and poverty alleviation, all parties 

must set sight on their long-term interests while addressing current issues and, on the 

basis of consultations on an equal footing, lay down well-structured, sensible, and 

feasible post-2010 strategic goals.

 2. There must be vigorous cooperation on an equal footing pursuant to the principle 

of mutual benefit and win-win results for all, in order to promote the sustainable use 

of biodiversity and ensure an equitable sharing of all the benefits derived from genetic 

resources.



 3. The capacity building of developing States Parties must be strengthened through 

funding and technical assistance, so as to ensure that developing States Parties can 

successfully implement the post-2010 biodiversity strategy.

 4. As biodiversity conservation is linked to but also different from the issue of 

climate change, the discussions of climate change under CBD should avoid interfering 

with the negotiation process of the Framework Convention on Climate Change.

 

Mr. President,

      China being one of the most biodiversity-rich countries of the world, the Chinese 

government gives high priority to biodiversity issues.  With actions on biodiversity 

incorporated in our economic and social development plans, we have developed 

a preliminary body of laws and regulations on biodiversity conservation, and we 

attach great importance to the coordination between biodiversity conservation and 

sustainable use on the one hand and poverty alleviation on the other, as well as to 

their mutually complementary nature. On the occasion of the International Year 

of Biodiversity, we have established a 2010 International Biodiversity National 

Committee and developed a program of action.  China highly values and is actively 

engaged in international exchanges and cooperation in biodiversity and is among 

the first countries to have acceded to CBD.  Over the years, by adopting relevant 

legislation and administrative measures, we have given priority attention to the 

relationship between fast economic growth and ecological conservation, and have 

registered good progress in attaining the goals set for 2010.  At the same time, we 

are fully aware of the gravity of the situation in biodiversity conservation in China.  

We cannot afford to ignore the challenges that population growth and fast economic 

development bring to China’s biodiversity.

 

Mr. President,

The achievement of the international biodiversity goals calls for joint will and 

commitment, and makes effective action and cooperation all the more necessary.  We 

will continue to work with the rest of the international community for the protection 

of Earth, our home planet, and for the attainment of biodiversity goals.

 

Thank you, Mr. President.
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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Co-chairs,  

Distinguished Ministers,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
At the outset I would like to express my appreciation to the President of the General 

Assembly for convening this important meeting.This meeting is taking place at a critical time 

when the international community is facing serious environmental challenges that could 

adversely affect timely achievement of internationally agreed development goals, especially in 

developing countries.  

  

Co-chairs,  

Let me begin my remark by highlighting the message of the Holy Koran about nature; 

Koran introduces nature as a blessing of God, to be exploited wisely and to be preserved and 

protected. There are many verses in the Holy Koran that emphasize the importance of nature and 

the wise use of resources. The necessity of being and the right to existence of all God's creatures 

is emphasized times and again in the Islamic precepts. The importance of preserving nature is 

admitted in all religions and schools of thoughts. The Islamic republic of Iran benefits from such 

valuable Islamic teachings and a system of values for conservation of nature and its components.  

 

Co-chairs,   
In 2002, more than hundred Heads of State and Government in Johannesburg World 

Summit on Sustainable Development agreed to reduce the current rate of biodiversity loss at the 

global, regional and national level as a contribution to poverty alleviation and to the benefit of all 

life on Earth by 2010. In spite of significant progress achieved, there are many indices of 

biodiversity that the world has failed to meet the 2010 targets.  

 

Convening this meeting as a contribution to the International Year of Biodiversity should 

provide an opportunity to bring to light the challenges that international community faced during 

past decade. The output of this meeting should help us to find out most effective ways of 

reversing the loss of biodiversity resources across the globe. Biodiversity and climate change are 

crucial to the alleviation of poverty, due to the basic goods and ecosystem services it provides. It 

is integral to key development sectors such as agriculture, forestry, fisheries and tourism, which 

more than 1.3 billion people depend on for their livelihoods.  

 

Co-chairs,   

The Islamic Republic of Iran regards biological diversity as a basis for its sustainable 

development, and the country’s biological resources are described in terms of aquatic resources, 

coastal areas, agricultural activities, forests and rangelands, and the wetlands. This makes the 

biodiversity a direct source of food, fuel and medicines. The core benefits of agriculture and 
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natural resources are attributed to the wide range of ecosystem goods and services derived from 

biodiversity at different levels, including genetic, species, and ecosystem levels. 

 

In order to meet the goals and targets of 2010 and reduce the rate of biodiversity loss at 

the national level as a contribution to poverty alleviation, the Islamic Republic of Iran has 

undertaken a number of projects to halt the degradation of major ecosystems and initiate 

conservation efforts such as integrated fertilizer management projects, irrigation and inland water 

management, coastal management projects, coastal and wetland biodiversity management 

projects, and implementation of afforestation  projects.  

  

 In relation to tourism and cultural activities, several projects are underway for developing 

and promoting eco -tourism through protecting and supporting culture and traditions of the local 

communities. We have provided local communities with programs to promote conservation and 

sustainable use of biological and genetic resources.   

 

Areas protected by the Government cover 12 million hectares (about 8% of the land 

area). Our goal is to increase this proportion to 10% of the national land area. We have also 

established a national target of preserving 10% of forest areas to be conserved as protected areas.  

 

Co-chairs,   

We will come together in October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan, to evaluate progress goals and 

targets in past 8 years and agree on new biodiversity targets for the future. The new plan in 

Nagoya should include the establishment of a long-term programme and a roadmap beyond 2020 

to maintain and restore biodiversity. It should also provide additional and sufficient financial 

resources and the transfer of related technology to developing countries. 

  

 In conclusion, Co-chairs, today, the biodiversity loss and climate change are among the 

main concerns for the international community. In the absence of strong political commitment 

followed by effective actions by all stakeholders, these challenges could prevent us from the 

timely achievement of the biodiversity targets, in particular in the least developed countries. 

Obviously, we could not remain indifferent to the situation of such a dire nature. Overcoming 

these obstacles requires collective will, vigorous cooperation, and effective implementation of 

the major global agreements on biodiversity.  

 

I thank you 
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Mr. President, 

I speak on behalf of the fourteen (14) Member States of the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM) represented at the United Nations. 

 

CARICOM delegations associate themselves with the statements delivered earlier 

by the representative of Yemen on behalf of the G77 and China and by the 

representative of Grenada on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS). 

 

CARICOM welcomes the convening of this High Level Review meeting. We 

consider it opportune to review the gains achieved, the challenges faced and the 

gaps to be filled in the implementation of the 2005 Mauritius Strategy for the 

Further Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable 

Development of Small Island Developing States. It is our hope that this meeting 

will build on the 1994 Barbados Programme of Action which remains the 

development blueprint for Small Island Developing States.    

 

It is no coincidence that this meeting is being held in the same week in which our 

leaders deliberated on ways in which to achieve the Millennium Development 

Goals by the target date of 2015.  There is a symbiotic relationship between the 

MDGs and the Barbados Programme of Action.  Progress in achieving both the 

Programme of Action and the MDGs go hand in hand. If the challenges facing 

Small Island Developing States are not addressed within the holistic rubric of 

achievement of the MDGs, then most small island states will be in danger of 

missing the MDG targets. 

 



While SIDS have experienced some measure of progress, many aspects of the MSI 

still remain unfulfilled due to significant constraints affecting its implementation 

which, in several cases, have only worsened with time.   

 

This is reflective of the capacity constraints - human, financial and technical - 

which continue to beset Small Island Developing States.  These constraints are 

made worse by the debilitating effects of successive waves of global crises which 

have buffeted our countries and which have exposed our limited coping abilities.    

 

Indeed the inherent vulnerabilities of small island states make them the least 

resilient and most susceptible to external shocks such as the food, energy, 

financial and environmental crises which in recent years have retarded the 

growth prospects and sustainable development of our countries.  The adverse 

effects of the economic and financial crisis on small states are particularly felt in 

trade, investment, aid, tourism and remittances flows which are critical to the 

economic livelihood of most SIDS. 

 

We acknowledge the assistance of the development partners and regional and 

multilateral institutions in helping SIDS to address these challenges and 

constraints.   It is evident, however, that much more sustained attention and 

targeted action is needed to ramp up support for this group of countries.     

  

SIDS are highly motivated to help themselves.  But in order to empower SIDS to 

bridge the existing gaps and thereby increase their social and economic resilience, 

action on several fronts is required: 



 

1. Development Financing.  Financial resources and investment in SIDS are 

critical. We urge development partners to fulfil the previously made 

commitments in respect of financing.  This should be additional to the 

resources especially earmarked for Small Island Developing States.  

 

There must also be broader recognition of the vulnerabilities of Small Island 

Developing States which have been categorised as middle income 

countries. This represents a specific challenge for states such as Jamaica as 

this categorisation hinders access to sources of concessionary financing and 

restricts or even removes access to development financing.  The use of GDP 

or GNI is not an adequate measure of the state of development of the 

majority of SIDS.  Other factors must be included in the equation, such as 

high energy and transportation costs, and the vulnerability to natural 

disasters.   

 

2. Debt Sustainability.  With the classification as middle- and high-income 

countries, these small states do not have access to international debt relief 

initiatives.   In this context, CARICOM once again urges international 

recognition of the underlying debt problem of highly indebted Small island 

states so as to facilitate access to financing that can ensure debt 

sustainability and provide the necessary fiscal space for economic 

empowerment and capacity building. This includes concessionary loans and 

grants and debt-for-equity swaps. 

 



3. Expansion and access to export markets.  We fully recognize that trade is 

key to the economic growth of small island states.  A worrying factor for 

many small states, is persistent trade deficits which have worsened since 

the financial crisis. Reversing this trend requires strategies to build-up the 

productive capacities in SIDS; the diversification of markets; and the 

development of small and medium enterprises (SMEs), among others.  It is 

important in this context that our development partners scale up their aid-

for-trade initiatives to support the building of supply-side capacity and 

infrastructure.   We also call for the conclusion of the Doha Round of trade 

negotiations with continued focus on the development dimension.   

 

4. Sustainable Development. Support for sustainable development of SIDS in 

all its dimensions must be at the core of our actions if we are to 

meaningfully address the multiple challenges facing SIDS as well as new and 

emerging concerns.  Addressing poverty, investing in resources for 

development, including human and natural resources, is critical to attaining 

sustainable development.   

 

5. Climate change adaptation and mitigation. A major challenge to the 

sustainable development of small island states is of course climate change.  

As we are all aware, small island states are the most affected yet have 

contributed least to the problem of climate change.  Tackling the impact of 

climate change requires resources beyond the capabilities of most small 

island states to implement the necessary adaptation and mitigation 

measures.  It requires the provision of adequate financing, support for 



adaptation, capacity building and technology transfer, including the 

development renewable energy sources and green technology.    

 

6. Strengthening of Institutional support.  CARICOM joins others in calling for 

a review of the UN system’s delivery to SIDS.  This evaluation should 

include ways in which to mainstream SIDS issues in the programmes of the 

UN. We also urge the provision of adequate financing and staffing to 

strengthen the SIDS Unit in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

(UNDESA) to ensure that there is appropriate attention to SIDS issues.  At 

the same time, for Caribbean countries, it is important that the Regional 

Coordinating Mechanism of the ECLAC Sub regional Headquarters in Port of 

Spain receive the requisite funding to allow it to carry out its mandate.  

 

Mr. President, 

 

Many challenges continue to confront Small Island Developing States.   We are, 

however, optimistic, that through continued partnership with the international 

community, Small Island Developing States will be able to significantly overcome 

their challenges and chart a renewed course towards full implementation of the 

various commitments contained in the Mauritius Strategy and the Barbados 

Programme of Action. It is our hope that this High-level Review will signal the 

start of a renewed partnership aimed at supporting the growth and sustainable 

development of Small Island Developing States.  

 

Thank you.      
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Señor Presidente, 

 

Quiero felicitarlo por presidir esta reunión tan importante para todos nosotros 
como es el tema de la Biodiversidad. 

 

En las últimas décadas nuestra madre tierra y toda su diversidad biológica ha 
sido gravemente deteriorada por la actividad humana. 

• El 30% de especies animales y vegetales están en este siglo en peligro 
de extinción 

• cada año se desforestan 13 millones de hectáreas en el mundo 

• El calentamiento global está provocando daños irreparables en la 
biodiversidad. 

• Hemos excedido en 40% la capacidad de regeneración del Planeta 

En síntesis la actividad humana ha roto el equilibrio con la naturaleza y debemos 
re-aprender a vivir en armonía con la naturaleza. 
 
Para ello es necesario: 
 

1) Reconocer la propiedad nacional y la soberanía de los Estados sobre la 
Biodiversidad. 
 

2) Aceptar que vivimos en un planeta finito y que el desarrollo no puede ser 
infinito. Este tipo de desarrollo tiene que tener límites. Este límite es la 
capacidad generativa de la capacidad regenerativa del planeta y de la 
naturaleza. Si todos los habitantes de la Tierra consumieran como los 
norteamericanos o europeos el planeta colapsaría. 
 

3) Este modelo de desarrollo capitalista es insostenible, inviable y nos está 
levando a la destrucción de la biodiversidad y de nosotros mismos. 
 
 

4) Ya no podemos hablar solo en términos de crecimiento del Producto 
Interno Bruto. Tenemos que emplear otros indicadores que tomen en 
cuenta el deterioro de la naturaleza que causa el crecimiento económico. 
Indicadores que combinen desarrollo y armonía con la naturaleza. 
Lo que debemos buscar es la satisfacción fundamental de las 
necesidades del ser humano con el menor daño posible nuestra madre 
Tierra. 
 

5) Es esencial en el siglo XXI reconocer y garantizar los Derechos de la 
madre Tierra. No solo los seres humanos tenemos derecho a la vida, 
también la naturaleza tiene derecho a la vida. 



 
6) La naturaleza no puede ser tratada como una mercancía mas, 

mercantilizar los bienes naturales solamente perjudicará a los pobres.  
 

7) Si no respetamos los derechos de la Madre Tierra las victimas seremos 
los propios humanos. Nosotros no podemos vivir sin Madre Tierra pero el 
Planeta puede existir sin nosotros los seres humanos. 
 

8) Para preservar la biodiversidad y la Madre Tierra requerimos establecer 
un Tribunal Internacional de Justicia Climática y Ambiental.  
 

9) Los compromisos que asumimos en las diferentes convenciones de 
Biodiversidad, Desertificación Cambio Climático deben contar con un 
mecanismo que garantice su cumplimiento. 
 
 

10) Necesitamos conocimientos científicos que guíen nuestras políticas, sin 
embargo el tema de la Plataforma científica debe ser tratado después de 
que concluyan las negociaciones de Nagoya, para no prejuzgarlas. Por 
tanto pedimos que se respeten las decisiones del Comité General. 
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Mr. President,  

Mr. Secretary General,  

Your Excellencies 

 

When governments agreed to the Convention on Biological Diversity, they made a great 

leap of faith. The very concept of biodiversity was at the time hardly known outside the 

scientific community. The idea of sustainable use was little more than a vague principle, 

based on instinct rather than mature science. And it was clear from the outset that the 

principles of access and benefit sharing would be technically difficult to implement.  

 

No wonder then that we meet again, to evaluate progress, make adjustments, and put in 

place new mechanisms to ensure the fulfilment of the CBD objectives. One such juncture 

was the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development, where the 2010 target was 

endorsed, and where a seed was planted to negotiate the Nagoya Protocol on ABS. 

 

The 2010 target was a success in terms of communication. It was a success, also in terms 

of mobilising political will. But it was clearly not enough in terms of achieving the 

necessary results on the ground.  

 

Mr President, 

 

When I look at the outcome of the Nairobi negotiations on the CBD Strategic Plan, it is 

clear to me that the world has drawn correct conclusions from the past decade. There 

need to be a global plan of action to save all humans, poor as well as rich, from the 

prospect of living in a failed ecosystem.  

 

We need to recognise the ecological limits, and realise that principles of sound economy 

applies also to the natural capital. 

 

We need to put a price tag to ecosystem services in order to motivate investments in a 

resilient green infrastructure that can sustain resilient societies.  

 

We need to find and make use of all opportunities for synergies between inter-related 

policy areas, and base our decision on robust knowledge.  



   
 

 

 

We need therefore to make use of the findings of studies such as The Economics of 

Ecosystems and Biodiversity, and  

 

as a matter of urgency, we need to take the decision, here in New York, to establish the 

Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, as a multi-

disciplinary and cross-sectoral panel for sustaining life on Earth.  

 

And we need to work together to ensure that all countries have the necessary means.  

 

There need to be commitments of governments, but also a strategy for facilitating 

ethically and ecologically sound engagement of the private sector. 

 

In this way, Nagoya can bring hope for a prosperous future. 

 

Thank you Mr President. 
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       Mr. President, 
       Secretary-General, 
       Excellencies, 
       Ladies and Gentlemen, 

• Thailand is aware of the biodiversity loss that has occurred at all levels, both domestic and 
globally, and notes that existing efforts regarding the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity are insufficient to address all the types of threats to biodiversity. 

• Thailand is also concerned that in the next decade, climate change will be one of the most 
significant threats to biodiversity, and wishes to call for concrete international cooperation on 
adaptation and mitigation. 

• Thailand recognizes that biodiversity is the foundation of life as well as a source of food 
security and wealth. Thus, participation of all stakeholders from relevant sectors in the 
conservation and restoration of biodiversity is much needed.   

• Thailand has learned from various countries’ experiences in the implementation of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity that priority should be given to education and public 
awareness on the value of biodiversity; the integration of biodiversity into all sectors; and the 
preservation of traditional knowledge and practices of national and local communities 
regarding the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

• The Conference of the Parties to the CBD, at its tenth meeting, should discuss and negotiate 
ways and means to strengthen biodiversity conservation networks, which include institutions, 
business sectors, local communities and NGOs.  

• From previous implementation, a permanent technical forum on biodiversity to disseminate 
and exchange relevant information and experiences has not been established. So Thailand is of 
the opinion that the Conference of the Parties to the CBD, at its tenth meeting, should consider 
the establishment of an Global Biodiversity Forum. 

• Thailand supports the South-South Biodiversity for Development Plan of Implementation, 
which will enable cooperation for integration of biodiversity and ecosystem services into 
poverty reduction, and will do much to support the implementation of the CBD, namely 
conservation, sustainable use, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the 
use of biodiversity and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which are 
most strengthened by global partnerships and International commitments. 

• Thailand supports the “Decade of Biodiversity” initiative declared by the UN (2011 -2020).  
• We wish to urge the Conference of the Parties to the CBD, at its tenth meeting, to come up 

with a decision providing developed countries to enhance assistance to developing countries, 
in particular transfer of technology, information exchange and scientific and technical 
cooperation to sustainable use and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the 
use of biodiversity. 

 

        Thank you, Mr. President. 

* * * * * * * * 































UK Intervention UNGA Special Session on Biodiversity  
 
• Today sees the conclusion of the Summit on the Millennium Development Goals. If we are to 

deliver on the promises we made on hunger, nutrition, health and environmental sustainability – 

we need to step up our efforts. We are, of course, living in straitened financial times, and an era 

of fiscal consolidation. But I am delighted to be able to say that the UK will meet its commitment 

to provide 0.7% of GNI in overseas development assistance from 2013.  

• Natural resources underpin human development. We rely on them for the essentials of life – 

food, water, clean air and so on. 

• And yet biodiversity is still too often seen primarily as an environmental issue – when we know 

that it’s an economic one. If we get this wrong, then our growth will be curtailed; and we will face 

the financial consequences of environmental degradation. We cannot continue to behave as if 

biodiversity is an inexhaustible free good. Later this year the report on the Economics of 

Ecosystems and Biodiversity, will provide us with helpful advice on how we can start to apply a 

economic value to biodiversity.   

 

• At Nagoya we need to agree a new, achievable and measurable global framework for 

biodiversity targets; this needs to be ambitious, and it also needs to be deliverable. And we need 

to ensure that this framework is underpinned by the best scientific evidence. That is why we 

cannot delay the creation of a new, independent intergovernmental panel on biodiversity and 

ecosystem services. And, following this week’s discussions in Montreal, we need an injection of 

political commitment and flexibility by all countries in order to secure a fair and transparent 

system for governing access to, and the fair and equitable benefit sharing, genetic resources. 

 

• It is essential that biodiversity, climate change, food security and poverty reduction are tackled 

together. We will not succeed if we try to deal with them individually. This autumn the MDG 

Summit, Nagoya and Cancun provide us with a tremendous opportunity to address these 

interlinked challenges. Together, we must seize it. We simply cannot afford not to. 
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Mr. President, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Our meeting today is historic. For the first time the challenge of biodiversity loss is discussed in this 

forum with such a number of high-level participants. 

The agreement in June on the need to establish an intergovernmental science-policy platform on 

biodiversity and ecosystem services was a major step forward. The General Assembly now needs to 

confirm this decision to make the platform operational in 2011.   

We now need to capitalise on this success and deliver on all three priorities of the agenda in Nagoya.  

We need a strategic plan that responds to the scientific evidence that is available to us. A plan that 

ensures that dangerous biodiversity loss is avoided, so that future generations also benefit from the 

goods and services that nature provides. 

It will also be essential that we conclude negotiations on the Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing. 

Now it is time to deliver. 

It will not be possible to achieve our commonly agreed development goals if we do not succeed in 

Nagoya. Neither will we be able to mitigate and adapt to climate change if the loss of ecosystems 

continues at the current rate.  

To achieve our biodiversity objectives a new level of collaboration between all of us will be necessary. 

Together we will have to increase our efforts to preserve and use sustainably our natural capital.  

Ecological recapitalisation is just as essential as the financial recapitalisation efforts we have 

undertaken over the past two years.  

With the adoption of its new biodiversity target in March 2010 the European Union has committed 

itself to stepping up its efforts to avert global biodiversity loss and this is a pledge we stand behind. 

I hope that in ten years' time the "biodiversity picture" will look very different, in Europe and 

throughout the world. This meeting should send to Nagoya a message of hope and determination for 

a future in which human societies and nature coincide in a sustainable and mutually beneficial way.  

Thank you! 

 



UNGASS-Biodiversity  

Equator Prize 2010 Community Declaration 

 

Your Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I have the honor of addressing you today on behalf of twenty-five 

communities who are in New York to receive the UNDP Equator 

Prize.   

 

Our local and indigenous community projects have been recognized 

as best practice in integrating biodiversity conservation, poverty 

reduction, and adaptation to climate change.    

 

Our approaches are diverse, but they all show the interdependence 

between healthy ecosystems and our quality of life and wellbeing.   

  

It has become clear in all of our projects that women are at the 

forefront of making things happen. And educating and involving our 

children is the key to a sustainable future.    

 

We are setting priorities locally, and forging locally relevant 

solutions.  Only by including us as equal partners will 

development be sustainable.   

 
We know that negotiations are underway for the post-2010 

biodiversity targets, and we urge the full and effective participation 

of local and indigenous communities in the development of national 

biodiversity strategies and action plans.     

 

 

 



It is critical that environmental finance, such as REDD and protected 

areas, reach the local level, and be allocated through participatory 

and decentralized approaches. 

 

The principles of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples must guide all policy and finance regimes and their 

application.   

 

Our work can be supported and replicated by scaling-up initiatives 

such as the GEF-Small Grants Programme and the Equator 

Initiative.    

 

Local and indigenous community experience is essential for meeting 

the Millennium Development Goals.  Support us to continue 

managing our ecosystems in a way that responds to local needs and 

builds on local knowledge, through full and effective participation.       

 

When supported by the right policies and enabled to realize our 

rights…we will deliver results. 

 

Thank you. 
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