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l. Background

The world has experienced during the past year adramatic increase in food prices
on the international markets. During the first three months of 2008, international nominal
prices of all major food commodities reached their highest levels in nearly 50 years while
prices in real terms were the highest in nearly 30 years, and social unrest developed in
bver forty countries as a result. The nrmber of hungry has dramatically increased in
2007-8: approximately 970 million people are hungry today in the world, which
compares with 848 million in 2003-5. And this number very probably will not diminish
as a result of lower prices in the immediate future, especially since a return to lower
prices means that one of the most vulnerable categories - small-scale farmers, who
constitute 50 percent of the hungry - will be even further marginahzed and, for some,
forced to abandon farming.

For many families particularly in developing countries, the sharp increases we
have witnessed made food unaffordable, leading them to cut back on expenses in
education or health, to switch to less varied diets, or to have fewer meals. But the crisis
reaches much further, and it is much deeper, than the question of prices alone would
suggest. The crisis illustrated the unsustainability of a global food system which may be
good at producing large amounts of food, but which is neither socially nor
environmentally sustainable: while the incomes of smallscale farmers in developing
countries are below subsistence levels, often leaving them no other option but to leave
their fields and seek employment in cities, the current methods of agricultural production
deplete soils, produce large amounts of greenhouse gases, and use vast quantities of
water, threatening food security in the long term, and making the repetition of crises such
as the one we've seen unavoidable if we do not act decisively.

As a result of the global food crisis, governments have made the improvement of
the global agricultural and food systems a priority on the international agenda, and the
international agencies have taken a number of initiatives in order to assist their efforts at
national level.

ln an attempt to devise a unified response to the global food crisis, the decision
was taken at the 28-29 April 2008 Bern meeting of the Chief Executives Board of the
United Nations system (CEB) to establish a High-Level Task Force (HLTF) on Food
Security, chaired by the United Nations Secretary-General. The HLTF includes the



relevant UN agencies, funds, and programmes, the World Bank, the World Trade
Organisation, and the International Monetary Fund. The HLTF held its first meeting on
12 May 2008. In July 2008, it adopted a 'Comprehensive Framework for Action' (CFA)
representing the consensus view of the agencies involved about how the immediate short-
term needs should be met, and about the longer-term global strategy to ensure food
security. Within that framework, the HLTF is now assisting govemments in identifying
ways to improve their resilience in face of prices of agricultural commodities which will
remain high in the next few years, and which, especially due to the impact of climate
change on agricultural production, shall be more volatile than in the past.

A number of high-level intergovernmental events also took place in 2008. These
included a special session of the Human Rights Council - the first one ever to be
dedicated to a thematic (i.e., non country-specific) issue, and the first one ever on a social
right, which took place on 22 May. The Economic and Social Council also devoted a

special meeting to the issue on 22-23 May. The General Assembly held two informal
meetings on the global food crisis on'29 May and 18 June and a plenary meeting on the
global food and energy crises on 18 July. The Third Committee of the General Assembly
held an inter-active dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Prof.
Olivier De Schutter, on27 October, in which the rights-baSed approach to the global food
crisis was debated. Subsequently, in December 2008, the General Assembly adopted a

resolution on the right to food (4/6314301\dd.2), which inter alia re-called the human
rights obligations of States in the context of the worsening food crisis. Prior to that, on 3-
5 June, a High-Level Conference on World Food Security was convened in Rome, under
the auspices of the United Nations Organisation on Food and Agriculture (FAO).

The Special Rapporteur on the right to food presented a report to the Human
Rights Council on the global food crisis on 10 September, following the request
expressed by the Council at the special session it devoted to the issue (A/HFtClgl23, I
September 2003). The report is premised on the idea that the crisis is the result of
insufficient incomes for those affected, imbalances of power in the food production and
distribution chain, and disempowerment of the poor and marginalized segments of
society. It argues that these factors can be addressed by solutions guided by the
recognition of the human right to adequate food, and that solutions aimed only at
increasing the volumes of food produced will not be sustainable if such factors are not
dealt with. The message of the report was, in sum that food insecurity is not a technical
problem, but that it is political in nature. The concluding recommendations reflect this
conviction.

A number of governments expressed support for these recommendations and
share the analysis presented in the report. At the same time, as a result of the financial
crisis, and of the declining prices of agricultural primary commodities on the
international markets, the resolution of the intemational community to tackle the
structural factors behind the food crisis may be weaker now than back in June 2008.
However, to simply retum to business as usual would be a serious mistake with
potentially far-reaching consequences.
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The report cited above therefore emphasizes that the solution is not simply to
boost production and thus to lower prices: it is to reduce the gap between the farm-gate
prices and the prices paid by the consumer; and it is to combat the volatility of prices on
both international and domestic markets, by appropriate government regulation of prices.
The consequences of continuing volatility will be devastating. Govemments need to act
decisively on this issue. A failure to do so would not only mean that the number of
victims of the violation of the right to food will remain at their unacceptably high levels,
but also that we will not be shielded from future shocks.

The debate on what needs to be achieved at national and international level shall
continue throughout 20A9, On26-27 January 2009, the Spanish Government and the IIN
Secretary-General convened a High-Level Conference, following upon the Rome Summit
of 3-5 June 2008, in order to assess the follow-up given to the commitments made in
Rome, and in order to launch the discussions on a new Global Partnership on Agriculture
and Food to the rcalization of the right to food. The Madrid Summit re-affirmed the
primary responsibility of States in the realization of the right to food; acknowledged the
special problems faced by vulnerable groups, such as women and children to access

adequate food, and encouraged States to seek inspiration from the Voluntary Guidelines
to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of
National Food Security ("Voluntary Guidelines"). At the September 2009 session of the
Human Rights Council, the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to food shall present a
follow-up report to his initial report on the global food crisis, in which he will review the
initiatives adopted at national and intsrnational level to respond to the challenge posed by
the global food crisis.

2. The purpose of the interactive thematic dialogue on the global food crisis and the
right to food

In tight of the above, the President of the 63'd session of the United Nations
General Assembly is convening a High-Level Panel on the global food crisis and the right
to food on 06 April 2009 not only to place again the global food crisis and the need to
address its structural causes at the top of the international political agenda, but also to
guide the initiatives developing at intemational level, in order to ensure that they do more
than increase volumes of production - that they effectively serve to combat hunger.

Indeed, there is a consensus on the need to take decisive action, in order to
establish an agri-food system which is able to respond to increasing demand. But how
this should be achieved remains contested. The efforts described above, particularly the
establishment of a new global architecture for agriculture and food, should be grounded
in the human right to adequate food, as recognized in international law, in order to ensure

that they are guided towards meeting the needs of the most vulnerable and the
disempowered.
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In 1996, the World Food Summit convened in Rome, requesting that the right to
food be given a more concrete and operational content. In 2004, the 187 Member States

of the General Council of the United Nations Organization for Food and Agriculture
(FAO) adopted the Voluntary Guidelines. Between those two dates, the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights adopted its General Comment No. 12 on the right
to food ; and the Commission on Human Rights established the mandate of the LrN .

Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food.

That period was one during which the normative content of the right to food was
clarified. The recent crisis illustrates the need to move to concrete implementation. This
is urgent. Unless the right to food is placed at the very centre of the efforts of the
international community to address the structural causes which have led to the gl.obal

food crisis, we will repeat the same mistakes. We will produce more out of fear of
producing too little. But we will forget to ask the decisive questions which, because of
their political nature, governments all too often do not want to hear : Whose incomes
will rise as a result of production increasing? Will the poorest be able to afford the food
which is available on the markets? Are safety nets in place, shielding the poorest from the-
impacts of high prices? Are stabilizing measures in place, insuring farmers against too
low prices? Are initiatives being taken to narrow the gap between farmgate prices and
prices paid by the consumers, which has so significantly increased over the last few
years? Do victims of violations of the right to food have remedies to challenge the actions
of govemments and their omissions, which cause such violations? Is food being produced
in environmentally sustainable ways?

The right to food obliges us to face these questions and answer thern, because the
primary obligation of govemments is to inform themselves about the situation: to map
food insecurity and vulnerability, to identify the obstacles to the full realization of the
right to food, and to work towards removing these obstacles. And recognizing the right to
food allows courts, or other independent bodies such as national human rights
institutions, to monitor the behavior of governments, and cail upon them to justify their
policy choices, the impact of which on the realization of the right to food should be

systematically assessed. Producing enough food is of course essential, and population
growth, shifting diets, climate change, and increased competition between crops for food,
feed and fuel, all challenge our ability, in the future, to meeting the growing demands of
the planet. But that is only part of the equation. It is also essential that all have access -
economic access in particular - to the food which is available. According to the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the right to adequate food is
realized when every man, woman and child, alone or in community with others, have
physical and economic access at all times to adequate food or means for its procurement.
It is not about being fed. It is about being guaranteed the right to feed oneself, which
requires not only that food is available, but also that each household either has the means
to produce its own food, or has a sufficient purchasing power to buy the food which it
needs.
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3. The composition of the panels for the Interactive Thematic Dialogue

In order to provide the memberu of ihe General Assembly with a complete and

well-inforrned overview of the complex challenges we are facing in the current situation,
the interactive thematic dialogue on the global food crisis and the right to food would
include high-level experts from different disciplinary fieids, including economics,
agronomics and agro-ecology, and the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Prof.
Olivier De Shutter. The composition of the panels and a detailed programme will be
communicated to Member States in the coming week.

The questions the experts would be invited to address are the following:

. What are the main causes of the violation of the right to food on a large
scale in a world in which wealth is abundant?

. Which initiatives should the international community take in order to
achieve the First Millenium Development Goal of halving the proportion of people who
suffer from hunger, and in order to put an end to the violations of the right to food?
Specifically, how should the international environment be shaped in order to attain this
objective?

. Is the current organisation of the food production and distribution system
equipped to meet the challenge of food insecurity in the future, considering in particular
the impact climate change on our ability to produce food? In which direction should
agriculfural production develop in order to feed the planet, taking into account the
increasins demand for agricultural commodities?

. Is the global govemance of the food production and distribution system
satisfactory in order to combat hunger effectively? If not, which changes shouid be
recommended?

This Concept Note was prepared by:

Prof. Olivier de Schutter
U.N. Special.Rapporteur on the Right to Food

Office of the UNHCHR
Special Procedures Assumed by

The Human Rights Council
-Geneva
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OPENING SESSION:  
10:00 -10:30 AM  

Introductory remarks by H.E. Mr. Miguel d'Escoto Brockmann, 
President of the United Nations General Assembly  

Opening remarks by Mr. Cheick Sidi Diarra USG and High 
Representative of the LDS (OHRLLS).  

Keynote speech by Dr. Olivier de Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on 
the Right to Food 

 
PANEL I:    Policy choices and the right to food in the context of the global food crisis        
10.30 AM– 1:00 PM 

Moderator: Br. David Andrews, Senior Advisor to the PGA on Food 
Policy and Sustainable Development 

Dr. Olivier De Schutter *Joins panels for discussion/questions from 
public 

Mr. Sanjay Reddy, Assistant professor of economics at Barnard College, 
Columbia University; member of the editorial advisory boards of 
Development, Ethics and International Affairs and the European Journal 
of Development Research  

Mr. Daniel De La Torre Ugarte, Professor of Agricultural Economics at 
the University of Tennessee; Associate Director of the Agricultural Policy 
Analysis Center 

 
Mr. James P. McGovern, Vice Chairman of the House Rules Committee, 
U.S.  House of Representatives, Chair of the House Hunger Caucus  
 
Ms. Deborah Saidy, Director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP) 
Liaison Office in New York  

Q & A  



 

LUNCH BREAK  Panelists are invited to lunch offered by the PGA with selected Member  
1:00 - 2:45 PM  States.  
 
 
 
PANEL II:      ANSWERING TO THE POOR: RIGHT TO FOOD AND SUSTAINABLE  
3:00 - 4:30 PM MODELS OF AGRICULTURE 
 

Moderator: Ms. Barbara Ekwall, Senior Officer of Agricultural Develop-
ment Economic Division, FAO Headquarters - Rome  

Mr. Henri Saragih, Peasant’s Union of Indonesia, member of the 
International Board of Via Campesina 

Ms. Molly Anderson, Senior Wallace Fellow at the Wallace Center at 
Winrock International; and coordinating lead author for the International 
Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology for 
Development (IAASTD)   

Dr. Judi Wakhungu, Executive Director of the African Centre for 
Technology Studies (ACTS) in Nairobi, International Assessment of 
Agricultural Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD) 

Mr. Miguel Altieri, Professor of AgroEcology at UC Berkley, Advisor to 
the FAO - Globally Indigenous Agricultural Heritage Systems 

Q & A  

 
 
CLOSING SESSION 
5.45 – 6.00pm: 
 

Closing remarks by H.E. Mr. Miguel d'Escoto Brockmann, President of 
the United Nations General Assembly  
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Statement of Mr. Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann,  
President of the 63rd Session of the General Assembly, 

at the General Assembly Interactive Thematic Dialogue on the Global Food Crisis 

and the Right to Food 

 

 

Excellencies, 

High Representative of the Least Developed States, 

Colleague and friend, Special Rapporteur Olivier de Schutter, 

Representatives of the Rome agencies and of the United Nations System, 

Brothers and Sisters All, 

 

I am very pleased to open this informal dialogue of the General Assembly on the global food crisis. 

Today’s discussion will bring to our Membership not only a diversity of views, but also of disciplines 

and knowledge.  It is most appropriate that the General Assembly avail itself of various sources of 

knowledge and expertise, for indeed, the crisis we are examining in depth today, the Global Food Crisis 

and the Right to Food, is not independent or separate from the converging crises that are confronting us 

as an international community: climate change, the financial and economic crisis, the energy crisis, and 

the food crisis. Rather these crises converge, interact, fuel and aggravate each other. 

 

To better grasp the magnitude, complexity and interrelationships of the World Food Crisis we will need 

to apply multiple tools.  The UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Professor Olivier de 

Schutter, and my senior advisor for food policy and sustainable development, David Andrews, with 

assistance from the Rome agencies, have brought together a pool of qualified and outstanding speakers. 

They will analyze and discuss policy options for responding to the food crisis drawing upon four key 

instruments or dimensions: international law, emerging human rights law, the ethical and moral 

dilemmas, and science and technology.  Together, these tools will afford us all a more comprehensive 

analysis, one that I am certain can contribute to the better formulation of solutions. 

 

But I am particularly happy to be joined today by knowledge holders that bring to bear the concerns, 

worldviews and knowledge that all too often are underrepresented in our international policy forums.  

And here I am referring to our Third World scientists, our agroecologists, and our small-scale family 

farmers, and to our indigenous brothers and sisters.  You are stakeholders and we are glad to welcome 

you here in this body, and learn together, through a dialogue of wisdoms.  Not only do you constitute 

50 per cent of the world’s food producers, you also constitute a large percentage of the world’s hungry.   

 

This high-level gathering of economists, agroecologists, human rights specialists and other experts 

builds on the longstanding concerns of the General Assembly and other intergovernmental bodies 

regarding these issues. I think we all recognize the seriousness and the persistence of the food crisis 

that continues to unfold around the world and the need to keep it high on the international agenda. 
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Today we will attempt to find answers to difficult questions. Why do we continue to tolerate hunger 

and malnutrition now affecting a billion people in a world of abundance? What international policies 

are needed to assure the right to food? How can we change agricultural production to meet the 

challenge of food security in the future? Beyond the needed increases in food productions, how can we 

guarantee universal, sustained access to food – a problem that is more serious as millions more are 

tipped into abject poverty each day. 

 

We build on the excellent analysis and reports of a range of UN bodies – the UN Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD), the World Food Programme (WFP) and other agencies and funds as well as the 

Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food and the high-level initiatives on food security organized by the 

Secretary-General. We also have received scientific guidance from the International Assessment of 

Agriculture Science and Technology in Development (IAASTD) and other intergovernmental bodies. 

All of them tell us that we face an ongoing and deepening crisis that requires the establishment of a 

new global architecture for agriculture and food. 

 

The United Nations has assumed a central role in addressing the pervasive challenges of food 

insecurity and access to food. We must support the call to strengthen our global response by relying on 

tools specifically based on the recognition of the right to food as a human right, specified in 

international law. This requires inclusive policies that recognize the needs and enable the participation 

of all sectors of society. 

 

I agree with the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Olivier De Schutter, that we have a unique 

opportunity to profoundly reorient our food policies which currently leave a billion people on the verge 

of starvation. The ongoing food crisis is a symptom of a broader breakdown of selfish models of 

governance and production that have failed us and betrayed the trust of people around the world. These 

models are unsustainable and we must find alternatives both internationally and locally. It is also 

important to see the food crisis as directly linked to our financial crisis, the energy crisis and the 

overarching problems associated with climate change. 

 

With the global downturn it is even more urgent to promote a rights-based approach to food policy. 

This will also address the needs of the billion small-scale farmers around the world, many of whom, 

astonishingly, do not have enough to eat. It will address the rights and needs of impoverished 

consumers – especially women and children -- as well who face hunger in the midst of abundance. 

 

Without innovative and broad changes in our food policies, we will see hunger once again spread 

across the world like a medieval plague. The shameful reality is that, despite the fact that we have the 

knowledge, the financial and technological means to prevent it, half of the human population subsists at 

levels of malnutrition and poverty completely incompatible with their inherent dignity and rights. This 

is not only shameful—it is, to use religious terminology -- down right sinful, as I have often pointed 

out. 
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There is evidence that the dominant global and industrial food system has entered a process of decline. 

The meltdown of our financial markets and the growing calls for the overhaul of the deeply flawed 

Bretton Woods institutions have also initiated a process of dramatic change in the international 

financial architecture. We can only hope that the days of the dominance by the monoculture of 

industrialized food corporations are numbered as well. 

 

UNEP, for example, recently released a report indicating that organic, small-scale farming can deliver 

the increased yields that were thought to be the preserve of industrial farming, without the 

environmental and social damage caused by industrial agriculture.  Other reports point to the ecological 

damage and extraordinary costs related to meat production. The International Assessment of 

Agriculture Science and Technology in Development released its exhaustive report last year, reflecting 

the work of many United Nations offices, which emphasized that current methods of food production 

are no longer sustainable. It argued that we must change from industrial to agro-ecological methods. 

 

Again, we are at a moment of dramatic change, perhaps a turning point. The voices for change are 

multiplying and, as old systems collapse in exhaustion, finally are being heard. It is time for a new 

politics of food, one that starts from the bottom up, not the top down. We need to have an approach to 

food production that is multi-functional, that has a concern for the poor and their right to food; a 

concern for the earth and its right to life; a concern for communities and their right to self-governance, 

what is referred to as food sovereignty. 

 

At the United Nations, I have made democratization of the Organization my number one priority. So 

too, in food politics, I would advocate food democracy. We can move our food provisioning away from 

dominance by a few very large corporations to the control of people-oriented food systems that respect 

communities and their right to food sovereignty, and localized and regionalized food systems at the 

local and regional levels. 

 

There is a growing awareness that we must face up to the fact that the “haves” of this world must 

change their way of life and the patterns of consumption that show little or no regard for the disastrous 

impact of their lifestyle on the wellbeing of their neighbors, our brothers and sisters, and our shared 

home, the planet Earth. We can learn from those who are moving in the direction of a new food 

politics, toward food democracy. We have to move ahead in this direction. With the looming calamity 

of global warming, we cannot hesitate to take action. 

 

People are calling for an end to this culture of indifference to the welfare of others. We are seeing how 

these economic policies have accelerated global warming and the plunder of natural resources. We see 

the madness of converting crops into fuel to sustain gluttonous energy appetites.  To perpetuate this 

culture is to continue to betray our most sacred values and principles and lead us to the most terrible 

consequences for people and our fragile planet. 

 

Solutions proposed within the existing economic crisis are worsening the problems. In fact, the climatic 

crisis obeys the same logic as the food, energy and financial crises:  the logic of policies based on 

short-term profits and speculation for maximum accumulation of wealth. These crises cannot be fixed 

one by one by technology alone. They require cross-cutting, global solutions. 
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Most of us here today are convinced that the confluence of crises we face do not have to provoke wider 

human tragedy. But we must overcome the moral mediocrity that keeps us from making the heroic 

sacrifices that the magnitude of the problems requires. We must address the underlying patterns of 

consumptions that are clearly unsustainable. We must reinforce the fundamental right to food. Realism, 

if not our conscience, should tell us that all humanity is in the same boat and that we will all sink or sail 

together. I am sure that our panel discussions today will move us in the right direction. 

 

Thank you. 
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Statement of Mr. Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann,  
President of the 63rd Session of the General Assembly, 

at the Closing of the General Assembly Interactive Thematic Dialogue on the Global 

Food Crisis and the Right to Food 

 

 

Excellencies, 

Representatives of the United Nations System, 

Representatives of Civil Society,  

Brothers and Sisters All, 

 

As we come to the close of this Thematic Dialogue on the Global Food Crisis and the Right to Food, I 

want to thank all of the panelists and moderators and especially the Delegates who participated so 

constructively in this timely exchange. I am grateful to Mr. Cheick Sidi Diarra, Special Representative 

of the Secretary-General for the Least Developed Countries, for highlighting the importance of this 

issue for the most vulnerable populations affected by the ongoing challenges of assuring access to 

adequate food supplies. 

 

And I thank Olivier de Schutter, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, for his 

arguments that reminded us of the logic and the moral imperative of addressing food security from 

rights-based perspective. 

 

To achieve long-term solutions to the intractable but unjustifiable problems of hunger and the lack of 

access to food due to poverty, we must dramatically change our production models and consumption 

patterns. This is a profound but inescapable challenge. 

 

Both expert panels made it clear that we must move quickly away from monoculture and return to 

polyculture of food production; that we must challenge the shortsightedness of producing food for 

cattle and cars; that we can and must end the harm that profit-driven production is doing to the quality 

of our food and our very lives; and we must tap the enormous potential that resides with the efficiencies 

and synergies of small-scale food producers, often in stark contrast to agro-industrial production. 

 

This meeting has demonstrated once again that the Assembly, the UN system and partners from the 

private sector, civil society and academia can come together to identify problems and explore solutions 

that reflect the concerns of all Member States. This is, of course, the role of the General Assembly 

mandated by the United Nations Charter. 

 

But what is most striking about today’s presentations is the wealth and diversity of views of our 

panelists. We have heard compelling arguments based in the solid science of the International 
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Assessment of Agriculture Science and Technology in Development and the practical experience of our 

Rome-based members of the United Nations system. 

 

We have heard from the experts and practitioners of non-governmental organizations from around the 

world, including the invaluable perspectives of representatives of our indigenous peoples. This is the 

scope of knowledge and depth of concern that will help us to reset our collective compass in the 

direction of true and sustainable food security for all. 

 

One week ago we gathered in this same chamber to discuss the international financial and monetary 

crisis and its impact on development with the world’s leading economists, trade and labor specialists. A 

few days later, leaders of the world’s most developed economies met in London to address the 

challenges of the world’s economic crisis. 

 

Glaringly absent in the G20 discussions was the global food crisis, not to mention the right to food. As 

compelling as the economic crisis is, the food crisis strikes the most vulnerable of all our societies in 

the most immediate and uncompromising manner. The hungry cannot wait till tomorrow. This is a 

discussion that must be high on the international agenda and you have contributed to making this 

possible. 

 

I must say a few words regarding food as a fundamental human right. There are numerous reasons to 

support a rights-based approach to the food crisis. Guaranteeing the right to food turns the world’s 

hungry, recipients of our food aid, into ‘rights-holders’. This constitutes a radical shift in our current 

paradigm. 

 

Rather than speak for the world’s hungry or on their behalf, we as an international community must 

join our voices with theirs and speak in defense of their rights. This will, no doubt, bring into question a 

series of complex issues, many of which have no single or easy answers. They bring into play the role 

of non-food agriculture, subsidies and unjust trade regimes. If we are serious in our intent, these 

difficult and often contentious issues will be part of discussion. 

 

The right to food forms part of United Nations law. As such, UN international organizations, including 

its financial organizations, have an obligation to take into account as part of their decision-making 

process, the likely impact policy options will have on the right to food. 

 

I am convinced we must break the tendency to examine the crisis from a single perspective. I urge us 

all to take into account international legal obligations, emerging human rights law, the ethical and 

moral dilemmas intrinsic in choosing policy options, and how emerging knowledge and technologies 

can be used to assist developing countries and their peoples to better meet their fundamental right to 

food. 

 

Let us look ahead. The UN calendar contains a series of processes and dates of great relevance to many 

of the issues raised here today. The Commission on Sustainable Development will meet next month to 

discuss agricultural policy, water, desertification and other relevant themes; in June this body will 

discuss the international financial and monetary crisis and its impact on development; later in the year 
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we will examine progress on the Millennium Development Goals; towards the end of year there is 

likely to be a Summit on the Food Crisis, and finally, the important negotiations on Climate Change. 

 

I urge all Member States when examining food, trade and agricultural policy issues in this array of 

forums, to give serious consideration and discussion, and to bring to bear in your analysis and 

responses, a rights-based approach, one grounded in the right to food. The Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, numerous General Aseembly resolutions and other legal instruments recognize the right 

to adequate and nutritious food. 

 

In closing, I would like to thank my senior advisor for food policy and sustainable development, 

Brother David Andrews, for working with our larger community to bring together this pool of qualified 

and outstanding speakers. Let us continue this dialogue and press at every level for the changes that 

will have such a profound impact on all of us and our dear Planet. 

 

Thank you. 





















































































































@
THE PRESIDENT

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

26 March 2009

Excellency,

In keeping *ith the prionties of the sixry-third session outlined in my inaugural

address, and in partnership with specia\zed agencies and organizations, I am

convening an informal General Assembly thematic dialogue on the Global Food

Crisis and the Right to Food on Monday, 6 April of tlus ye r Ln the Trusteeship

Council Chamber.

While global food prices have failen from their highs of eady last year, the food
crisis is far from over. As we know, hundteds of millions of people continue to slide

into poverty and hunger; and we as ari international community must not let the

globai financial crisis and the drop in food prices eclipse the urgent need to address

the structural causes of the food crisis and wodd hunger.

The one day dialogue will be organized into tu/o separate, but interrelated panels,

comprised of experts from various disciplinary fields, including economics,

agronomics and agro-ecology, and human rights. The panels wili ptovrde Membet
States a unique opportunity to hear key voices and engage 

^ 
r rrge of actors from the

north and south involved in agri,cultural and food issues, including small-farmers and

scientists.

Particular attention will be glven to the work of the UN Special Rapporteur to

strengthen the global response to wodd food crisis by developing tools specifically

based on the recognition of the right to food as a human right, recognized in
international law. Today there is an emerging coflsensus amoflg key stakeholders that

a rights-based approach to the food crisis offers a much needed perspective to the

internarional discussion.

Ail Permanent Representatives
and Permaneflt Observers
to the United Nations
New York



In his concluding remarks to the High-Level Meeung on Food Security for All in

January of thrs year, the Secretary-Genetal Mr. Ban I(i-Moon stated: .We ntust

continue to meet urgent hunger and humatitanan needs by ptoviding food and

nutrition assistance and safety nets, while focusing on improving food production and

smallholder agdculture. This is the twin-track approach taken in the Comprehensive

Framework for Action. $7e should be ready to add a third track-the right to food-
as a basis for analysis, action and accountability.'

I believe such an apptoach will offet new insights riot only in identifring those

who are most vuLeerable, but also to identifiT practical v/ays to introduce and

operationaltze the right to food at the international, regional and national levels.

Please find attached a Concept Note for the interactive thematic dialogue. This
note was prepared by the UN Special Rapporteur Professor Olivier de Schutter at my
request. A more detailed programme and information on the panelists will be

submitted shordy.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurallces of the highest considetation and esteem.

Miguel d'Escoto Brockmann



@
THE PRESIDENT

OF THE

GENERALASSEMBLY

2 Apr1l2009

Excellency,

In follow up to my earlier letter of 26 March, I have the honour of submitting for your

Excellency's information a brief description of the format and panels for the upcoming

"Interactive Thematic Dialogue on the Global Food Crisis and the Right to Food" to be held here

at United Nations headquarters in the Trusteeship Council Chamber on Monday, 6 April 2009.

The various panels will afford a unique opportunity to Members States to engage diverse

actors and stakeholders in an open, collaborative and constructive dialogue. By bringing together

anarray of practitioners and specialists, delegations will have access to newly emerging trends

and knowledge, grounded in comparative research in science and technology, emerging human

rights law, and real life application in a variety of contexts and settings.

I am confident that the day's proceedings will prove instrumental in moving forward
consideration by the General Assembly of key issues relating to the global food crisis, food aid,

and agricultural policy discussions. Moreover, I hope the day's proceedings will contribute to a
broader shared understanding of the added value that arights-based approach, one that is
grounded in the human right to adequate food, can offer to Member States and the intemational
community in the formulation of viable and strategic responses to the food crisis and the

eradication of world hunger in our lifetime.

Lastly, I wish to emphasize the open and interactive character of the day's proceedings.

Delegations are kindly asked to refrain from reading prepared statements and invited to engage

the speakers and fellow colleagues. Member States that wish to submit in writing prepared

statements for distribution are welcome to do so. The views expressed in the prepared statements

will be reflected in the final summary and the complete text will be posted on the President's

website.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration and esteem.

All Permanent Representatives and
Permanent Observers to the United Nations
New York

Misuel d'Escoto Brockmann


	20090406-food-conceptnote
	20090406-food-programme
	20090406-food-statementopening
	20090406-food-statementclosing
	20090406-food-statementdeschutter
	20090406-food-statementbosnia
	20090406-food-statementbrazil
	20090406-food-statementcanada
	20090406-food-statementindia
	20090406-food-statementkazakhstan
	20090406-food-statementmexico
	20090406-food-statementnorway
	20090406-food-statementsouthafrica
	20090406-food-statementsudan
	20090406-food-statementuruguay
	20090406-food-statementusa
	20090406-food-statementwfp
	20090406-food-statementiaastd
	20090326-food-letter
	20090402-food-letter



