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The midpoint to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015 offers a window of 

opportunity for the international community to redouble efforts to achieve the goals. The situation 

is critical and calls for urgent action. 

The President of the General Assembly of the United Nations Dr. Srgjan Kerim convened a 

thematic debate on 1st and 2nd April 2008 on the theme “Recognising the achievements, 

addressing the challenges and getting back on track to achieve the MDGs by 2015”. 

The thematic debate focused on the poverty, education and health MDGs, where progress is most 

urgently required and where experience suggests that positive results have a catalytic effect on 

the other goals. The discussions over the two days focused on the most intractable problems, 

identify lessons learnt and possible additional measures to ensure the attainment of the goals by 

2015. 

On 1st April, the meeting began with an opening session addressed by the President of the 

General Assembly, the Secretary-General and two Heads of State and Government. Following the 

opening session there was a panel discussion focusing on poverty and hunger in the morning, and 

two parallel panels focusing on education and health in the afternoon. 

On 2nd April, the meeting was devoted to a thematic debate among Member States in the General 

Assembly. 
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Statement by H.E. Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Statement by H.E. Matti Vanhanen, Prime Minister of Finland 
Statement by H.E. Moctar Ouane, Foreign Minister of Mali 

 
 
10.00am – 1pm Panel discussion on Poverty and Hunger Trusteeship Council 
  

Moderator: Dr. Kandeh Yumkella, Director-General, UNIDO 
 
Panellists: Dr. Paul Collier, St. Anthony’s College, Oxford University  

H.E. Henrietta H. Fore, Director of U.S. Foreign 
Assistance and USAID Administrator 
Mr. Jayaseelan Naidoo, Chairman, Development Bank of 
South Africa and Board Chairman, GAIN 
Dr. Eckhard Deutscher, Chair, OECD/DAC 
H.E Steven .O. Willoughby, Chief Executive, NEPAD 

 
 
1.15 – 2.45pm Luncheon hosted by the President of the General Assembly (by 

invitation only) Delegates’ Dining Room 
 
 

Keynote speaker: Mr. Ted Turner, Chairman of Turner Enterprises 
and Chairman, UN Foundation 
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3.00 – 5.30pm Panel discussion on Education  ECOSOC Chamber 
 

Moderator: H.E. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury, Foreign Adviser, 
Bangladesh 

 
Panellists: Mr. Nicholas Burnett, Assistant Director-General for 

Education, UNESCO 
  H.E. Geraldine Bitamazire, Education Minister, Uganda 

Mr. Desmond Bermingham, Fast Track Initiative (FTI) 
Secretariat 
Dr. Ann Cotton, Founder & Executive Director, CAMFED 
Dr. Yuto Kitamura, Nagoya University, Japan 
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  Moderator: Dr. Anarfi Asamoa-Baah, Deputy Director-General, WHO 
   

Panellists: Dr. Thoraya A. Obaid, Executive Director, UNFPA 
Dr. Innocent Nyaruhirira, Executive Chairman, King Faisal 
Hospital, Former Health Minister, Rwanda 
Dr. Jim Yong Kim, Harvard Medical School & Co-Founder, 
Partners in Health 
Dr. Julian Lob-Levyt, Executive Secretary, GAVI Alliance 
Mr. Dean R. Hirsch, President, World Vision International 

 
5.45 - 6.00pm  Wrap-up session for panel discussions Trusteeship Council 
   Statement by Dr. Asha Rose Migiro, Deputy Secretary-General  
 
6.15 – 8.30pm Reception hosted by the President of the General Assembly, (by 

invitation only) Delegates’ Dining Room 
 
 
 
Wednesday 2, April 2008 
 
10am-1pm Thematic Debate   General Assembly Hall 
 
3-6pm Thematic Debate  General Assembly Hall 
  

Closing statement from the President of the General Assembly 
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SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THEMATIC DEBATE ON THE  
MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

NEW YORK, 1-4 APRIL 2008 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 
The United Nations General Assembly held a thematic debate on the Millennium 
Development Goals at United Nations headquarters, New York on 1-4 April, 2008 
on the theme “Recognizing the achievements, addressing the challenges 
and getting back on track to achieve the MDGs by 2015.”  
 
The meeting consisted of an opening session, three panel discussions and a 
wrap-up session on 1 April, 2008, followed by a debate in the General Assembly 
from 2-4 April, 2008. The panels focused on the poverty and hunger, education 
and health MDGs where progress is urgently required and experience has shown 
that positive results can have a catalytic effect on the other goals. 
 
Keynote speakers 
1. The President of the General Assembly, Srgjan Kerim emphasized that 
decisive action is required to speed up progress in Africa and other lagging 
regions. He noted that many leaders from governments, the private sector and 
civil society have responded positively to the call to translate commitments into 
concrete deliverables on the ground. The high level meetings on development 
planned for this year, including at Summit-level, offer a critical window of 
opportunity to sharpen the overall strategic focus for the attainment of the MDGs 
by 2015. This focus should recognize the nexus between financing for 
development, the MDGs, and the challenge posed by climate change. Achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals on time represents a fundamental test of the 
global partnership for development. It is a test of our collective political will to 
address what has been described as a ‘development emergency’. Although 
progress has been made towards attaining the goals, it is uneven and too slow. 
At the current pace, many countries, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, will not 
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attain the goals by 2015. This year, 2008, must be a year of action to achieve 
the MDGs. 
 
2. Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon emphasized that addressing the special 
needs of the poorest will be a central priority during his term. He noted that 
further progress towards achieving the MDGs is possible if strong government 
leadership is combined with sound polices that foster trade, productivity growth, 
private investment, agriculture and infrastructure development, environmental 
conservation, gender equality and women’s rights. He noted that these efforts 
should be reinforced by adequate financial and technical support from the 
international community. Soaring food prices and slowing global growth are 
seriously undermining progress to achieve the MDGs. Substantial investment in 
agriculture and a more open trading system in agricultural commodities is 
urgently required. The Green Revolution in Africa could expand agricultural 
output and combat hunger. A high-level event on the MDGs on 25 September 
2008 will energize and build consensus on these efforts by bringing together 
world leaders, the private sector, and civil society organizations. 
 
3. Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen of Finland urged European countries to 
address the development challenges by taking a more active global role in the 
areas of poverty eradication and climate change. He stressed that security, 
development and human rights constitute the foundations of a just society and 
pointed out that inequalities in income, asset ownership, opportunities for jobs, 
social services and benefits, political power, and access to information exist in 
many countries. Gender inequality, social exclusion, and high indebtedness are 
challenges that must also be addressed. He urged all nations to contribute to 
addressing the challenge of climate change so that its effects do not reverse 
human development. He noted that the world’s poor are disproportionately 
affected, and said Finland has made climate change and environmental concerns 
a major focus of development policy. He said in conclusion that sustainable 
development requires national ownership, with international partners 
complementing national efforts. 
 
4. The need for additional resources to speed up efforts to attain the MDGs was 
emphasized by Foreign Affairs Minister Moctar Ouane of Mali, who spoke on 
behalf of the President of Mali. There is a need to replicate successful efforts on 
a larger scale and to support countries to develop private sector 
entrepreneurship, reduce the debt burden, and make global trade fair and 
equitable. Mali’s national strategic plan aimed at combating poverty includes 
projects that focus on agriculture, food security, education and health. The 
implementation of these strategies has allowed Mali to improve school 
attendance, reduce HIV/AIDS, and improve health. However, the international 
community should redouble efforts to fulfill commitments for increased aid and 
other forms of international assistance.  
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RECOGNISING THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND ADDRESSING THE CHALLENGES 
 
Poverty and Hunger 
The poverty and hunger panel was moderated by Dr. Kandeh Yumkella, 
Director-General, UNIDO, and comprised the following panellists; Dr. Paul 
Collier of St. Anthony’s College, Oxford University; H.E. Henrietta H. Fore, 
Director of U.S. Foreign Assistance and USAID Administrator; Mr. Jayaseelan 
Naidoo, Chairman, Development Bank of South Africa and Board Chairman, 
GAIN; Dr. Eckhard Deutscher, Chair of OECD/DAC; and H.E Steven .O. 
Willoughby, Chief Executive of NEPAD. Following comprehensive presentations 
from the panellists, there was an interactive discussion involving Member States, 
civil society organisations and special guests. The following are some of the 
views that were expressed: 
 
5. The world now has the wealth, the expertise and the technology to lift millions 
of people out of poverty and give them the decent life they deserve, free from 
hunger, ignorance and poor health. In order to move from rhetoric to action, 
developed countries must urgently fulfil ODA commitments; the external debt 
of developing countries, particularly LDCs, must be cancelled; developed 
countries should provide duty-free and tariff-free trade access for developing 
countries, particularly for LDCs, including preferential access to international 
credit. The development needs of middle-income developing countries must also 
be addressed. 
 
6. Strong national leadership and ownership of the development agenda, good 
governance, implementing national MDG strategies, investment in people, 
technology and expanding public-private partnerships are also critical for 
sustained development. Millennium Development Goals must be aligned with 
national development strategies. Improved governance and institutional capacity 
enhance aid allocation and effectiveness and overall development prospects. 
 
7. The development of agriculture is critical. Strengthening the agricultural 
sector would promote private-sector growth as well as improve food security. 
Concrete measures including improving irrigation, strengthening agricultural 
extension services to assist farmers, improving seed technology as well as 
access to inputs, fertilizers, markets and storage, would contribute significantly to 
strengthening agriculture in poor countries.  
 
8. The importance of investing in improved infrastructure cannot be over-
emphasized. Without improved roads, seaports and airports, the poor countries 
cannot improve their development prospects or maximise the potential of 
increased commodity prices to achieve the MDGs. 
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9. Commodity exporting developing countries must harness revenues from the 
current commodity boom to increase investment in infrastructure, capacity 
development and economic diversification in order to ensure long-term economic 
growth and development.  
 
10. The peace dividend in many countries emerging from conflict also offers an 
historic opportunity. The international community needs to be more actively 
engaged with countries emerging from conflict to ensure that they do not relapse 
into conflict, and instead build a solid foundation for sustained peace, security 
and development.  
 
11. It was also noted that the slow-down of the global economy, soaring oil 
prices, rising food prices, conflict, weak policy frameworks and institutional 
capacity, and climate change are among the additional challenges that continue 
to impede progress in attaining the MDGs.  
 
Education  
The education panel was moderated by H.E. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury, 
Foreign Adviser of Bangladesh, and comprised following panellists; Mr. Nicholas 
Burnett, Assistant Director-General for Education of UNESCO; H.E. Geraldine 
Bitamazire, Education Minister of Uganda; Mr. Desmond Bermingham of the 
Fast Track Initiative (FTI) Secretariat; Dr. Ann Cotton, Founder & Executive 
Director of CAMFED; and Dr. Yuto Kitamura of Nagoya University, Japan. 
Following the comprehensive panel presentations, there was an interactive 
discussion involving Member States, civil society organisations and special 
guests. The following are some of the views that were expressed: 
 
12. There has been a sharp increase in the number of children starting primary 
school in the regions farthest from attaining universal primary education – in the 
case of Africa the increase was by 36 per cent between 1999 and 2005.  Net 
enrolment rates also grew fastest in sub-Saharan Africa and South and West 
Asia – from 57% to 70% and 81% to 90% respectively.  However, as many as 72 
million children of primary school age are still not enrolled in school and more 
than half of them are girls.  Seven out of ten girls in this group live in sub-
Saharan Africa or South and West Asia.  While access to primary education has 
been enhanced, further acceleration is urgently needed to achieve quality 
primary education for all children, especially for girls and children in fragile 
states. Education in societies affected by conflict presents challenges that must 
be urgently addressed.  
 
13. The MDG 3 target to eliminate gender disparity in enrolment for primary 
and secondary education by 2005 has been missed. Currently, 118 countries 
out of the 188 with data are on track or have already achieved gender parity at 
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the primary level. Significant challenges remain in other countries. These 
challenges must be addressed. 
 
14. The impact of HIV/AIDS could add an additional US$1 billion to the annual 
cost for achieving universal primary education (UPE). The education sector has 
been hit hard as teachers who die of the disease are not easily replaced, and 
girls often drop out of school to care for sick relatives. 
 
15. A number of broad but critical policy issues must be addressed, including; 
training, retaining and motivating school teachers; effective teaching and learning 
strategies; improving the quality of education, including improving learning time, 
access to materials and textbooks, and creating a healthy and safe learning 
environment; addressing high primary school dropout rates.  
 
16. Universal primary education must be connected with wider educational 
opportunities. In this context, the provision of early childhood care and 
education, quality secondary education, youth and adult literacy were among 
some of the opportunities that would also support the overall MDG agenda. 
School curricula must be more closely aligned to national development priorities. 
 
17. Higher education spending supported by external aid is therefore needed to 
make a difference for millions of children.  34 countries have joined the Fast 
Track Initiative launched in 2002 as a new way to mobilize aid for education.   
 
18. There was support for the call for an increase of 10 per cent in ODA per 
annum for basic education by 2010 to meet the recognised financing gap. It was 
also proposed that a replenishment campaign be established for the FTI Catalytic 
Fund in order to increase levels of predictable financing for basic education to 
2015. 
 
Health 
The health panel was moderated by Dr. Anarfi Asamoa-Baah, Deputy Director-
General of the World Health Organisation, and comprised following panellists; 
Dr. Thoraya A. Obaid, Executive Director of UNFPA; Dr. Innocent Nyaruhirira, 
Executive Chairman of King Faisal Hospital and former Health Minister of 
Rwanda; Dr. Jim Yong Kim of the Harvard Medical School and Co-Founder, 
Partners in Health; Dr. Julian Lob-Levyt, Executive Secretary of the GAVI 
Alliance; and Mr. Dean R. Hirsch, President of World Vision International. 
Following the comprehensive panel presentations, there was an interactive 
discussion involving Member States, civil society organisations and special 
guests. The following are some of the views that were expressed: 
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19. The health-related MDGs are central to meeting all the MDGs.  Poverty and 
hunger are major determinants of health.  Education and the empowerment of 
women significantly contribute to the improvement of maternal health and a 
decrease in child mortality.  Investment in better health, including reproductive 
health, not only saves lives but also makes smart economics.   
 
20. Many countries are off track to achieve MDG 5 to improve maternal health. 
Sub-Saharan Africa accounts for half of all maternal deaths and south Asia 
accounts for one-third. Maternal mortality can be reduced in low-income settings 
by increasing access to skilled birth attendants, emergency obstetric care and 
family planning.   
 
21. Progress on all health-related MDGs, including infant mortality, and on key 
infectious diseases, such as tuberculosis continues to be slowest in countries 
with high prevalence of HIV and those affected by conflict. Overall, there has 
been a decline in the incidence of HIV infection in some countries which has 
been attributed to behavioural change, the growing impact of preventive 
interventions and active involvement of the international community.   
 
22. Many challenges remain, however, including the growing feminization of 
HIV and the incidence of multi-drug-resistant TB resulting from HIV infection. 
The TB response is not fully scaled-up. Communities and civil society are not 
sufficiently mobilised, there is inadequate support for research into new drugs, 
and weak national health systems compromise care. The upcoming high-level 
meeting to review the progress achieved in realizing the 2001 Declaration of 
Commitment on HIV/AIDS and the 2006 Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS on 10-
11 June, 2008 is expected to focus on some of these challenges, including 
universal access to treatment by 2010.  
 
23. Malaria impedes socio-economic development and disproportionately affects 
the poor. Very simple and inexpensive interventions have been successful in 
reducing malaria. The use of insecticide-treated bed nets to prevent the disease 
is increasing. However, malaria is still a major killer of children under five years of 
age in Africa. Recent initiatives by the Global Alliance for Vaccines and 
Immunization (GAVI) and the Global Fund for HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria, to redress the low coverage of effective interventions have achieved 
remarkable results. There is need for these and other efforts to be more 
effectively resourced from both national and international sources.  
 
24. Success in addressing the health goals depends on building strong 
national healthcare systems, including strong basic science and diagnostic 
tools. Leadership from national governments in prioritizing health and developing 
effective national plans to combat disease is critical. NGOs and foundations play 
an important role in addressing public health challenges.  
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25. Governments should explore further innovative finance for health to scale 
up health programmes, particularly in rural areas following the successful IFFim 
and UNITAID initiatives. This would require greatly increasing investment in 
health systems; implementing policies to increase and retain health workers, 
particularly aimed at addressing migration; increasing the predictability of aid at 
the country level and honouring commitments made so that many of the resource 
gaps in the sector could be filled.  
 
 
 
 
GETTING BACK ON TRACK TO ACHIEVE THE MDGS BY 2015 
 
Role of the international community 
26. The General Assembly established the MDGs in 2000 and therefore has a 
critical leadership role to play in mobilizing global support, monitoring and 
evaluating progress to achieve them. However, concerted and coordinated 
action by the international community and national institutions is required in 
order to achieve the goals globally. Financial, human and technical resources for 
development must be adequate and predictable if the MDGs are to be attained.  
 
27. The high-level General Assembly meeting on Africa’s development 
needs on 22 September 2008, and the high-level event on MDGs on 25 
September 2008, provide critical opportunities to rally global support, announce 
concrete new initiatives, or provide detailed timetables for the implementation of 
existing commitments.  
 
28. The Secretary-General’s MDG Africa Steering Group is providing strategic 
direction and leadership by identifying specific national financing gaps to mobilise 
international support for the implementation of the goals.  
 
29. Closer partnership between traditional and emerging donors, as well as, civil 
society and the private sector, is also important. The private sector, in particular, 
should be encouraged to have a greater involvement in achieving the MDGs both 
directly, though their core business models, and indirectly, by supporting new or 
existing MDG initiatives. 
 
Getting back on track 
 
30. During the Thematic Debate several specific proposals and policy 
recommendations received widespread support among Member States, 
including, that: 
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• The General Assembly should hold a meeting each year until 2015 to take 
stock of global implementation and to hold all partners to account for the 
implementation of their commitments to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals; 

 
• Donor governments should honour commitments to increase aid and 

achieve the UN 0.7% of ODA/GNI target, and also improve the quality and 
effectiveness of aid in line with the Paris Declaration; 

 
• The international aid architecture is constrained by too much 

fragmentation which undermines the impact of aid. For its efforts to be more 
effective, the international community needs to work together in closer 
partnership to reduce transaction costs and increase predictability over the 
long term.  

 
• National ownership and policy space are vital requirements allowing 

developing countries to follow their own development path and take full 
responsibility for their own development. Fundamental reform of the 
international architecture is necessary to give developing countries 
greater voice and participation in the global policy and decision making 
process.  

 
• Prudent and effective management of revenues, in particular from the 

recent commodity boom, would ensure that greater domestic resources are 
available for development.  

 
• Good governance and fiscal transparency contribute significantly to 

investor confidence and improve overall development prospects. 
 

• The expedited conclusion of the Doha Development Round of international 
trade negotiations is essential for economic growth in poor countries and 
overall attainment of the MDGs. Improved or preferential market access, 
in addition to Aid-for-Trade, would further contribute to the attainment of the 
goals and lift millions out of poverty. 

 
• Further efforts are necessary to expand existing debt relief initiatives so 

that more countries are eligible for irrevocable debt relief. An increase in the 
flow of foreign direct investment (FDI) and the transfer of technology are 
important to helping countries meet the MDGs.  

 
• Increased investment in infrastructure is necessary to sustain economic 

growth and development, in particular investment in roads, seaports, 
airports and telecommunications to enable greater trade and communication 
in underdeveloped economies.   
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• The food crisis will undermine all our efforts unless there is greater 

investment in the agricultural sector - irrigation, agricultural extension 
services to assist farmers, improving seed and other technologies, fertilizers, 
markets and storage – that would promote private-sector growth, as well as 
improve food security.  

 
• Climate change is already undermining the achievement of the MDGs, 

particularly, in the poorest countries and in those at greatest risk from its 
effects. Development must be environmentally responsible and sustainable.  

 
• Continued support for NEPAD is critical, including through the Office of the 

Special Advisor for Africa and UNDP. 
 

• Education is the foundation for lasting development and an additional 
investment of US$10 billion of ODA is required to meet the goal of providing 
basic education for all by 2010. The issue of training and retaining school 
teachers must be addressed, as well as the overall quality of education. 
School curricula should be closely aligned to national development priorities. 

 
• Investment in basic healthcare and services not only saves lives but is also 

smart economics. According to a UNFPA study every dollar invested in 
family planning can save up to 31 dollars in government spending on 
education, food, health, housing and water and sewage. Very simple and 
inexpensive interventions, for example, have proved successful in 
dramatically reducing malaria. Maternal mortality can be reduced in low-
income settings by increased access to skilled birth attendants, emergency 
obstetric care and family planning. 

 
• Long-term and sustainable progress in achieving the health goals will 

depend on building strong national healthcare systems. This includes 
human resource capacity building and developing or up-grading healthcare 
infrastructure. Governments and non-governmental partners have important 
roles to play in this regard, as well as in developing sound healthcare 
policies, including prevention programmes.  

 
• The International Health Partnership initiative, involving donors, 

developing countries, civil society, the IFIs and UN agencies, to scale up 
investment and support for the health MDGs, is an excellent model. 
However, increased and more predictable ODA for the health sector would 
further enable governments in poor countries to invest in health systems 
over the long-term. An additional US$5.5 billion is required annually to 
achieve MDG 4 and 5 by 2015. 
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• A strengthened, coherent and adequately resourced UN gender 
architecture would provide renewed leadership on gender equality and 
women’s empowerment issues. This could mobilise global support on this 
issue that would have a significant impact on accelerating progress across 
all MDGs.  

 
• Partnerships with civil society and the private sector are essential to 

accelerate progress. The private sector should be more actively engaged, 
including by providing affordable goods and services to the poorest ‘bottom 
billion’. Large foundations should be encouraged to champion specific 
MDGs to produce concrete results. 

 
• Foundations, civil society and targeted bilateral and multilateral initiatives 

championing specific MDGs, such as the health goals, gender equality 
and women’s empowerment have contributed significantly to the progress 
achieved so far, and are therefore essential to accelerate progress.  

 
 

---------- 
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Your Excellency Prime Minister of Finland, 

Your Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Mali, 

Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

May I welcome you all to this important and timely thematic debate to help get us back on track 

to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. 

 

I would like to thank the generous sponsors of this event the United Nations Foundation, the 

Arabella Philanthropic Investment Advisors, and the Permanent Missions of Austria, Qatar and 

the United Kingdom. 

 

I would also like to give a special welcome to the Prime Minister of Finland and the Foreign 

Minister of Mali, whose presence today along side the Secretary-General symbolizes the sense of 

urgency and resolve with which both developed and developing countries attach to achieving the 

United Nations Millennium Development Goals. 

 

Let me begin by sharing with you the words of George Bernhard Shaw; 

  

“The greatest evils and the worst of crimes is poverty”,…… eliminating poverty is our first 

duty……, “a duty to which every other consideration should be sacrificed.” 

 

What a profound call to action against poverty. 

 

Achieving the MDGs is fundamentally a test of our global partnership on development. A 

partnership, that goes beyond cooperation among Member States to include the private sector, 

civil society and the global public.  

At this halfway point, the question is not whether the glass is half full or half empty? The issue is, 

how quickly are we going to fill it up? This is exactly the purpose of this debate. 

 

I agree with one of the founding fathers of the MDGs, former Namibian President Sam Nujoma. 

We will only emerge victorious and meet most, if not all, of the MDGs by 2015, with more 

commitment and dedication. 

 



U N I T E D  N AT I O N S    

 
 N AT I O N S  U N I E S  

PA G E  2  

 

 

 

The stakes are high. If we achieve the MDGs on time 500 million people will be lifted out of 

poverty, 300 million more people will be adequately fed, and 30 million young children’s lives 

will have been saved. 

 

Yet at the mid-point between the adoption of the Goals and the 2015 deadline to achieve them, it 

is already clear that our pace is too slow. 

 

On current trends none of the goals will be met in Sub-Saharan Africa. We are facing a crisis - a 

development emergency. As the Secretary-General has remarked, ‘millions of lives quite literally 

hang in the balance’. 

 

We must not be remembered as the generation that betrayed rather than honoured our 

commitments; irrevocably undermining trust in the multilateral system. 

 

We all have a stake. This year, we have a critical window of opportunity to accelerate progress by 

translating our commitments into action. 

 

Many leaders in government, business and civil society are rallying behind the Secretary-

General’s ‘Call to Action’ and the Special MDG event on the 25 September. 

 

We should not wait. We can begin today, by building momentum and shaping the outcome. 

 

The General Assembly has a strong message for the rest of the world: a message that will be 

carried to inspire forthcoming conferences and summits on development this year. 

 

2008 is the year for action. 

 

Commitments made must now urgently be translated into concrete deliverables on the ground. 

 

As British Prime Minister, Gordon Brown said, “we cannot allow our promises to become 

wishful thinking, and then only words that symbolise broken promises”. 

 

Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I would like to set the scene for the debate today by taking stock of where we are on the specific 

cluster of MDG targets that are our focus - ‘Poverty & Hunger’, ‘Education’ and ‘Health’. 

 

Given the gravity of the situation we cannot simply act on the basis of impressions or 

assumptions. We must focus on facts. 

 

 But we must also bear in mind that these facts and numbers represent millions of frustrated 

people, with aspirations, goals and unfulfilled promises for a better life. They represent women, 

children and men who continue to suffer. 



U N I T E D  N AT I O N S    

 
 N AT I O N S  U N I E S  

PA G E  3  

 

 

 

 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

There has been significant progress in reducing poverty and hunger. 

 

The global proportion of people living in extreme poverty fell from about one-third to less than 

one-fifth between 1990 and 2004. And, the proportion of hungry people is expected to drop from 

20 to 10 per cent between 1990 and 2015. So overall we are just on course to achieve our MDG 1 

targets. 

 

But there’s a huge challenge in Africa, which saw absolute poverty rise over the last decade. In 

sub-Saharan Africa, a third of men, women and children are malnourished and on current trends 

360 million people will still live in poverty by 2015. 

 

At our current pace, one in six people globally will still live on less than US$1 a day in 2015 – 

that’s almost one billion. A staggering figure to imagine in the 21st century. 

 

But their situation could yet deteriorate if energy and food prices continue to rise - increasing 

food insecurity and hunger for the most vulnerable. 

 

On health, major progress has been made towards Millennium Development Goal 4 – to reduce 

infant mortality by two-thirds. At the halfway point 3 million more children now survive each 

year. 

 

But 10 million children still die each year before reaching their fifth birthday, half of them in sub-

Saharan Africa. 

 

Every year more than half a million women die needlessly from complications in pregnancy or 

child birth. That's almost one woman every minute. 

 

This means that the Millennium Development Goals to reduce maternal mortality by three 

quarters will not be met by 2015, unless we act decisively now. 

 

Malaria kills one million people, tuberculosis two million people, AIDS three million people. 

Every human life lost is a tragedy. 

 

However, because of the specific nature of HIV/AIDS the General Assembly will address it at a 

special High-level meeting on 10 and 11 June. 

 

On education, we have made progress since 2000. There are now 41 more million children in 

school; net enrolment worldwide has risen to around 87 per cent; and, gender parity has already 

been achieved at primary level in 118 countries. 
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However, the quality of education and high student-to-teacher ratios remain significant 

challenges. 

 

And, unless we act, the Millennium Development Goal to provide primary education for every 

child will not be met by 2050, at best by 2100. 

 

Excellencies, 

 

Despite these setbacks, success is not beyond our grasp.  For all the measures of despair there can 

also be reason for hope and inspiration. 

                                     

In the past 20 years, 400 million people lifted out of absolute poverty. Smallpox has been 

eradicated. 

 

And, since the Millennium Declaration in 2000; 

 

34 more countries are now on track to meet the infant mortality goal. 

44 more countries are on track to meet the poverty goal. 

47 more countries are on track to meet the education goal. 

In Africa, up to one third of schooling is now provided by churches, and faith groups. Businesses 

and charities are also involved. 

  

Goldman Sachs, working with CAMFED and Cambridge University, has just established a 

US$100 million global initiative to provide business education to underserved women. 

 

Their research indicates that closing the gender gap could raise per capita income by 10-14 per 

cent in developing countries – lifting millions out of poverty. 

 

The tuberculosis epidemic is declining. Polio, leprosy and neonatal tetanus are on the verge of 

extinction. And, 2 million more lives are now saved every year by immunization. 

 

The International Finance Facility for Immunisation - backed by the Gates Foundation, six 

European governments, Brazil and South Africa – is frontloading US$4 billion to enable, by 

2015, 500 million children to be vaccinated and at least 5 million more lives saved. 

 

The debt of more than 20 countries has been fully cancelled - over $81 billion - helping to 

provide free health care and to build new classrooms and hospitals. 

 

However, the final official ODA figures for 2006 show a fall in real terms for the first time since 

1997 to US$104.4 billion, though aid to Africa rose to an all time high. 

 

But, in addition to the quantity of aid, there also needs to be quality for it to have an impact on 

people’s lives. 
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Each partner country needs to determine its own priorities, the pace and sequencing of reforms. 

 

When strong government leadership and good domestic policies are combined with adequate 

financial and technical support from the international community, private sector and NGOs rapid 

progress is possible. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

In the long struggle to address the intractable problem of global poverty the MDGs represent the 

culmination of decades of incremental steps by the General Assembly to refine the United 

Nations development agenda. 

 

This global consensus recognizes that economic growth, by itself, is not enough. Inclusive 

growth needs to be accompanied by good governance, care for the environment, social justice, 

human rights, gender equality and quality public services. 

 

At the midway point to achieve the MDGs by 2015, all of our commitments must now be 

urgently translated into practical plans with systematic follow-through by all parties. 

 

Donors need to issue country-by country timelines for how they are going to increase aid, so 

partner governments can plan for essential investments in services. 

 

All of our attention must be focused on creating a more coherent development agenda, based on 

the nexus between Financing for Development, the Millennium Development Goals and the 

challenge of global warming. 

 

This is the only strategy we can adopt to create a more sustainable, just and equitable future for 

all. But we face a race against time. We must now demonstrate the political will and turn our 

promises into action. 

 

Thank you very much for your attention. 
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Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

I would like begin by thanking all the 110 delegations - including many Ministers - representing 

Member States and Permanent Observers that have contributed to this important debate. 

 

Our focus on facts and substance demonstrates that we take the achievement of all the MDGs by 

2015, in all countries, extremely seriously. It also demonstrates that when dealing with substance 

the Assembly is stronger and able to send a strong message to the rest of the world. 

 

Let me begin by highlighting some of the key conclusions that I will take away form our 

Thematic Debate on the Millennium Development Goals. 

 

1. It is clear that significant progress has been made, but it is uneven and too slow. We have 

the solutions. The key issue is that we all have to deliver on our commitments, scale-up 

our efforts and accelerate progress. 

 

2. Africa and Least Developed Countries need additional long-term assistance from the 

international community to catch up with the rest. In particular, there were strong calls for 

investment in agriculture – a critical source of income for the poorest of the poor - and 

infrastructure to achieve this. 

 

3. The MDGs are interdependent. And, making progress on the ‘poverty and hunger’, 

‘education’ and ‘health’ targets will have a catalytic effect on the other Goals.   

 

4. The international aid architecture is constrained by to much fragmentation undermining 

the impact of aid. For our efforts to be more effective the international community needs 

to work together in closer partnership to reduce transition costs and increase predictability 

over the long term. 

 

5. Partnerships with civil society and the private sector are essential to accelerate progress. 

The private sector should therefore be given the opportunity to provide goods and services 

to the poorest ‘bottom billion’, and large foundations should be encouraged to champion 

specific MDGs to produce concrete results. 
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6. Climate change is already undermining the achievement of the MDGs, particularly, in the 

poorest countries and those at greatest risks from its affects. Development must be 

environmentally responsible and sustainable. 

 

7. MDG progress and economic growth can be greatly improved by closing the gender gap, 

empowering women and providing better access to maternal healthcare and basic health 

services, including reproductive health. 

 

8. Trade is a potent tool in the fight against poverty. A timely and successful conclusion to 

the Doha Development Round has the potential to lift millions out of poverty. Preferential 

trade access for agricultural and value added goods for Africa and LDCs would 

immediately boost MDG prospects and economic growth. For example, if the EU and US 

removed cotton subsidies, cotton exports from Africa would increase by 75 %.  

 

9. Rising food and energy prices are increasing food insecurity and malnutrition – a primary 

cause of infant mortality, stunned growth and other serious health risks.   

 

10. Countries emerging from conflict urgently require better long-term support and better 

modalities for delivering aid from the international community to reduce the likelihood 

that they will descend back into violence and instability. 

 

11. Better management of revenues, in particular from the recent commodity boom, including 

through establishing international guidelines, would increase domestic resources for 

development.  

 

12. Education is the foundation for lasting development. An additional investment of US$10 

billion of oda is required to meet the Goal of providing basic education for all by 2010. 

 

13. Investment in basic healthcare and services not only saves lives but is smart economics. 

According to a UNFPA study every dollar invested in family planning can save up to 31 

dollars in government spending on education, food, health, housing and water and sewage 

services. US$5.5 billion is required to achieve MDG 4 and 5 by 2015. 

 

14. National ownership and policy space are vital requirements allowing developing countries 

to follow their own development path and take full responsibility for their own 

development. Fundamental reform of the international architecture is necessary to give 

developing countries greater voice and participation in the global policy and decision 

making process. 

 

15. The MDG framework is the internationally accepted and intergovernmentally agreed 

benchmark for international development and forms the basis of our global partnership. 

Any attempts to change the Goals without intergovernmental agreement, only serves to 

undermine their legitimacy. 
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Excellencies, 

 

If there is one point that has been made clearly and repeatedly, it is that delivering on our 

commitments is a priority and that delivering results a necessity. 

 

Donors need to provide the additional aid and debt relief they have promised. 

 

And, developing countries need to integrate the Millennium Development Goals into national 

development plans, and speed up implementation of other commitments, including better 

governance.   

 

Ekhard Deutscher, Chair of the OECD-Development Assistance Committee, made it clear that 

donors ‘are not on track’ to increase aid by US$50billion by 2010 – that aid has fallen in real 

terms for the second consecutive year. 

 

“Money is not everything, but everything is nothing without money” he said. 

 

We also heard that only 17 per cent of developing countries have operational strategies to 

integrate the MDGs into national development plans. The target they set for themselves is 75 per 

cent by 2010.  

Despite the many positive initiatives that many Member States have emphasized over the past 

few days, it is clear that progress on both sides of the partnership is lagging. 

 

Without concrete, results focused MDG plans, donors naturally find it difficult to cut their own 

domestic spending to invest in developing countries - they need to demonstrate results to 

maintain public support. 

 

Without the confidence that they will deliver extra resources, developing countries aren’t able to 

scale up programmes that deal with the MDGs. 

 

This appears to be a classic catch 22 situation. 

 

But really its not! Fortunately, many donors, developing countries, multilateral organizations the 

private sector and NGOs are already meeting halfway. 

 

This is in the true spirit and meaning of MDG 8 to forge a ‘global partnership on development’, 

and the values the United Nations promotes and holds dear. 

 

It is clear that more commitment and dedication is needed to achieve the goals on time. As one 

delegation said, "we have the knowledge, technology and wealth to make a difference for 

millions of people on our planet by helping to lift them from grinding poverty." 
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That is why; I would like to commend Ted Turner’s United Nations Foundation initiative, 

working with Lutheran and Methodist organizations, to provide US$200 million to fight malaria 

in Africa. 

 

And, the Secretary-General’s work to scale up implementation in Africa by identifying MDG 

financing gaps in partnership with all stakeholders. Donors now have concrete investment 

opportunities to deliver on their promise to double aid to Africa by 2010. 

 

It is also clear, that the aid landscape is changing. The private sector now contributes around 

US$14 billion in aid, NGOs and civil society around US$12 billion in aid.  

 

The role of the private sector will continue to grow, but it will not replace the role of 

governments. Development doesn’t happen without effective and accountable states, capable of 

delivering services to their citizens. 

 

We did however hear some very compelling arguments for the private sector to be given the 

opportunity to provide goods and services to the poorest ‘bottom billion’. That private equity is 

prepared to work for a social dividend. 

 

Charitable foundations are also playing a bigger role by championing specific goals and bringing 

in donors and developing countries to work on targeted initiatives. The MacArthur Foundation’s 

work on MDG 5 – maternal health – is an excellent example of this. 

 

More foundations should be encouraged to ‘champion’ specific MDGs where they can add value 

and generate public support. 

 

It is clear that working together we are stronger. That in partnership we can make progress. 

 

When aid is effectively aligned behind national governments and predictable over the long term 

progress can be achieved.  

 

Malawi recently doubled agricultural productivity in just one year. 

 

Ghana has introduced a successful national school feeding programme. 

 

Since 2003, India reduced the number children out of school children by almost five million per 

year. 

 

Honduras, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and many other countries have abolished fees for primary 

schools dramatically increasing enrolment. 

 

Zambia has cancelled fees for basic rural health services, and Burundi introduced free medical 

care for mothers and children. 
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Excellencies, 

 

The General Assembly has a critical leadership role to play in mobilizing global support to 

achieve the MDGs. Many delegations endorsed my proposal for the Assembly to meet each year 

until 2015 to take stock of global implementation and to hold all partners to account for their 

Millennium Development Goals commitments. 

 

The General Assembly established the historic Millennium Development Goals. It therefore has a 

responsibility to monitor their implementation and the commitments made by all parties to 

achieve their full implementation. 

 

In addition, to holding an annual meeting devoted to this objective the General Assembly should 

mandate the United Nations Secretariat, working with all relevant Funds Programmes and 

Agencies, to provide an Annual MDG Global Monitoring Report analyzing implementation in all 

countries, to form the basis of our debate. 

 

The Assembly has further opportunities to demonstrate its leadership role; our meeting on 22 

September, focusing on Africa’s specific development needs, and the MDG event to be organized 

by the President of the General Assembly and Secretary-General on 25 September, provide two 

additional opportunities to rally global support and announce concrete new initiatives. 

 

Let this debate be an impulse which will resonate not only in New York but around the world. 

 

2008 must be the year of action. 

 

Thank you. 
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Mr. President, 
 

Could I begin by applauding your leadership in getting us focused on the MDGs. You do this 
at a critical time. This is just when the impetus required to bring our aims to fruition. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon deserves the highest praise for continuing to highlight the 
main contemporary issues; development, climate change, reforms of the world body. I speak 
on behalf of the LDCs. The Group aligns itself with the statement by Antigua and Barbuda on 
behalf of G-77 and China. 
 
Within the space of our life time we have witnessed great strides of progress. There is also a 
flipside of the coin. It is the axiomatic truth that one quarter of the world’s population live on 
less than a dollar a day. Although a smaller percentage of humanity survives below the 
poverty line, the absolute number of the poor continues to grow. When many parts of the 
world are undergoing economic miracles, the Group of LDCs continues to face the structural 
impediments to development that have been their bane. 
 
Mr. President, 
 

Unprecedented hikes in food price disproportionately affect the poor. These have risen by 
almost 40% in 2007. By the end of 2008 cereal stocks are expected to fall to their lowest 
levels since 1983. The poorest households spend over 70% of their income on food items. 
Counter-cyclical measures by development partners have been largely absent. Global food 
aid has declined to 0.4% of the world production. This must be enhanced. The African Green 
Revolution must come to pass. Food surplus countries must come forward to ease-supply 
side constraints. A massive and unite global action is called for. Only then can hunger and 
malnutrition be prevented. Only then shall we be able to achieve the core imperatives of 
MDG-1. 
 
Climate Change and Global warming are the new challenges. These are our current nemesis. 
LDCs and SIDS, due to their resource constraints and geography are particularly vulnerable. 
The threats to low-lying coastal areas are obvious. FAO and IFAD have warned that Climate 
Change will put extra 50 million people at risk of hunger by 2020. 
 
The good news is that the world is responding to the wake-up call. We worked hard at Bali. 
However, the document was weak. It lacked a firm commitment to emission cuts. The 
sacrosanct principle of “common but differentiated responsibility” suffered a set back. I am 
pleased to say Bangladesh was active as Chair of LDCs. Our combined efforts led to the 
establishment of the Adaptation Board. It will hopefully facilitate equitable allocation for the 
purpose, and technology transfers. 
 
If an agreement has to be reached by 2009, the discourse must be depoliticized. Developed 
countries must make unilateral, meaningful and unconditional commitment to reduce GHG 
emissions. The post 2012 Agreement must recognize the special and compelling needs of 
vulnerable countries like LDCs. We would strongly urge the setting up of a “Technology 
Transfer Board” to assist them. 
 
Africa continues to be relentlessly subjected to the scourges of HIV AIDS, malaria and 
tuberculosis. There 1.7 million new HIV infections are being recorded each year. Lack of 
financial resources and trained health workers remain key constraints to achieving related 
MDG goals. Unpredictability of external resources renders scaling up of health care services 
difficult. Fulfillment of MDG-8 is a categorical imperative. 
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For many countries target on Universal Primary Education and gender parity remain huge 
challenges. 72 million primary age children remain out of school. 58 of the 86 countries that 
have not reached UPE will not achieve it by 2015. It is estimated an additional US$10 bn will 
be required for it. This amount will be hard to come by. 
 
However, the focus on LDCs is starting to pay off, albeit slowly, even painfully, but surely. 
Reform measures to promote good governance, democracy, human rights and transparency, 
are being put in place. Development is only possible against such matrix. Ideas such as 
micro-credit and non-formal education are empowering women and children. Many have 
decentralized administration and strengthened local government. My own country 
Bangladesh is a case in particular. 
 
Yet, sadly, the LDCs remain at the bottom of the pyramid. Promises of external resources 
remain elusive. Market access remains blocked. Where it is given, supply side constraints 
dilute it. So, to move from rhetoric to action we suggest five points: first, developed 
countries must fulfill the ODA commitment of 0.2% of GNI for LDCs by 2010; second:  all 
LDC external debts must be cancelled forthwith without discrimination or conditionalities; 
third; developed countries and developing ones in a position to do so must provide duty-
free, and quota free market access to all products from all LDC, unilaterally and without 
discriminations, even before the conclusion of the Doha Round; fourth; preferential and 
more favourable treatment to services providers of LDC, must be accorded, particularly on 
the movement of natural persons under Mode IV of GATS and finally, there must be a new 
international financial structures allowing the LDCs to borrow, at zero interest mark up, 
against their own reserves. 
 

Mr. President, 
 

We have only one world to live in. But our own actions put it at risk. We must learn to 
protect it in every possible way. We must recognize that the alleviation of the pains of some 
is the responsibility of all. This awareness sets our times apart from others in history. Too tall 
an order ? We do not think so. After all, has it not been aptly said that man’s reach should 
exceed his grasps what else are the heavens for ?  
 
I thank you Mr. President 
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Your Excellency President Kerim, Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro, Honorable 

Ministers, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am honored to speak with you tonight and participate in the conversation tomorrow.  The theme 

of the conference, “Recognizing the achievements, addressing the challenges and getting back on 

track to achieve the MDG’s by 2015,” is well chosen.  We all know that at the current pace we 

will fall short of meeting most of the goals, and in some cases, not even come close. 

The slow pace of progress is not because of a lack of valiant efforts, particularly on the health 

MDG’s.  A few governments of the global North have taken bold steps.  Norway and the UK 

made inspiring announcements at the Women Deliver conference in London last October; and 

governments of the global South, such as Bangladesh and Honduras have made impressive 

achievements in reducing maternal mortality among their citizens.  I imagine will we hear about 

Mexico’s efforts on the MDG’s from Ms. Vazquez Mota in a moment.  And the UN Foundation 

has attracted resources from the world’s philanthropists. 

While it may not be possible to make all the goals by 2015 – they are ambitious – it should be 

possible to come close to some and see a positive trajectory that gives confidence that all will be 

fulfilled in a reasonable time. 

Otherwise, the nations and the peoples of the developing world will rightly doubt the sincerity of 

the process and that will lead to deep cynicism, even despair.  Future, well-intentioned efforts 

will be harder to launch.  Trust will be in short supply. 

So this conference comes at the right moment.  There is still time to get back on track.  I am 

encouraged by the honesty and candor of the background papers and the concrete proposals for 

picking up the pace. 

While private philanthropy and foundations are mentioned, I think the papers underestimate what 

we can do.  In the U.S. alone there are more than 70,000 private foundations that gave away a 

total of $16.5 billion in 2005, 17 percent of that going to international programs.  Among US 

foundations that give globally, MacArthur ranks fourth, with about 40 percent of our giving to 

international programs.  

The challenge of getting more foundations to work on the MDG’s is twofold: 
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1. to increase U.S. foundations’ giving abroad – both the number of foundations and the 

amount of money – and 

2. to link the giving more directly with the MDG’s. 

Let us use MacArthur as an example and then talk about how to reach other foundations.  

With an endowment of $6.5 billion, MacArthur work in sixty countries and have offices in 

Russia, India, Nigeria, and Mexico.  Our total philanthropy this year will be over $300 

million.  Our fields of interest include conservation and sustainable development, human rights 

and international justice, peace and security, and population and reproductive health.  We are also 

starting a new initiative on global migration and mobility.  MacArthur has a long history of 

support for and work with the U.N.  Our first direct grant to the U.N. was twenty years 

ago.  Since then nearly 70 grants have followed to just about every part of the U.N.– including 

UN Development Program, the UN Environment Program, the UN Population Fund, and the 

World Health Organization. 

Even before MDG#5 was set, our Population program had focused on the reduction of maternal 

mortality.  We thought it was a good indication of whether or not women were getting the care 

and counseling they needed to make healthy reproductive choices.  Our focus is on Nigeria, India 

and Mexico, which together represent one third of maternal deaths in the world. 

The statistics on maternal mortality are sobering.  More than half a million women die each year 

from pregnancy complications – about one woman every minute.  The inequality is staggering – a 

woman in Africa has a lifetime risk of dying in pregnancy of 1 in 22; for a woman in the global 

North, the risk is 1 in 8000.  And for each of these deaths, there are 30 women who do not die, 

but who suffer from a related illness or disability. 

It is tragic when these deaths and disabilities happen; it is inexcusable that they happen when we 

have the means to prevent them.  No woman should die giving life – as we are reminded by the 

UNFPA’s Thematic Fund for Maternal Health.  The lack of progress on maternal mortality is not 

the world envisioned by the signers of the U.N. Charter, who vowed to “to promote social 

progress and better standards of life in larger freedom.”  We should not accept that one woman 

dies every minute from pregnancy related causes. 

MacArthur originally had not made an explicit connection between our program and 

MDG#5.  But a visit to the Foundation from Secretary-General Ban changed all that.  He made 

clear his own commitment to meeting the MDG’s and asked for our help.  We are in the process 

of developing an initiative that will recast our maternal mortality program within the framework 

of the MDG’s, committing at least $50 million to MDG# 5 over the next four years. 

We hope the initiative will be a model for how other foundations – or groups of foundations – 

can take leadership in each of the MDG’s.  This is not only about money, indeed it cannot be: our 

resources are dwarfed by aid from national governments and international institutions.  But our 

money is flexible and can be deployed quickly to demonstrate interventions that work.  We can 
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document the models so we know why they work and how to adapt them to different countries 

and cultures.  We can support NGO’s that advocate for sensible policies and more public 

expenditures.  We can build coalitions that increase public awareness and political will.  We can 

convene the public, private and NGO actors who need to coordinate their efforts. 

To date, MacArthur is working to reduce maternal mortality through five approaches.  These 

form the base from which we will expand our efforts. 

Our first approach is marrying technology with need.  MacArthur has put its resources behind a 

critical initiative that can reduce maternal mortality dramatically by addressing postpartum 

hemorrhage, which accounts for nearly 1 in 3 maternal deaths.  We have funded research at the 

University of Ibadan in Nigeria, and combined it with lessons from research in India, that 

together show how a treatment package can cut maternal deaths from postpartum hemorrhage by 

80 percent.  The package consists of an affordable drug – misoprostol – for prevention, and an 

innovative Anti Shock Garment.  The garment temporarily halts hemorrhage and buys time to 

transport the patient to skilled medical care.  We have funded Pathfinder to mount a large-scale 

demonstration in India and Nigeria, and we have received encouragement from the Nigerian 

government that it will take the package to scale.  If applied globally, this treatment could prevent 

about 130,000 deaths per year.  That by itself would represent a 25 percent drop in the mortality 

ratio and a substantial step toward the 75 percent reduction goal. 

Our second approach is helping organizations scale up other promising models.  For example, 

India’s Home-Based Neonatal Care program trains local women to assist mothers and babies 

during deliveries, bringing up-to-date methods into rural villages.  Developed by the Society for 

Education, Action and Research in Community Health, the model has been adopted by the 

National Rural Health Mission.  Over the next five years, it will be introduced in five Northern 

states of India, and eventually will become a national effort.  The model has been shown to 

prevent over 60 percent of neonatal deaths and to reduce maternal health problems. 

Our third approach is enhancing the skills of health workers.  Many maternal deaths occur 

because the mother does not have access to skilled medical care or because the person providing 

the care – often a midwife – lacks the ability to identify and respond to critical cases.  Each level 

of care provider – doctors, nurses, and midwives – can be trained to carry out life-saving 

activities.  MacArthur is helping the OB-GYN Society of India train general practitioners to do 

Caesarian section deliveries.  This program is now being scaled up with support from the 

government.  MacArthur also works to improve the curricula of the educational institutions that 

train these professionals.  For example, in Nigeria, Ipas is working with every school of 

midwifery to help professors better prepare their students for the real demands that they will face 

on the frontlines of rural health care. 

Our fourth approach is creating and sustaining networks of individuals and organizations that are 

in the field.  They need to exchange information and best practices, and plan advocacy that 

generates political will for change.  In Mexico, the National Safe Motherhood Committee brings 

best practices about screening patients and health technology to all the important actors in 
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government and civil society.  It also helps coordinate their efforts to encourage increases in 

funding for maternal health. 

Our fifth and final approach is using our reputational assets – our convening capacity – to bring 

disparate groups together to achieve consensus.  In preparation for last year’s Women Deliver 

conference, we convened a diverse group of experts from government, civil society, and 

universities.  They forged a consensus on a simple, clear framework for reducing maternal 

mortality: the “three pillars” of family planning, skilled attendance at birth, and emergency 

obstetric care.  We have been pleased to see that consensus promoted not only at the Women 

Deliver conference last October, but also described in documents such as the the United Nations 

Population Fund’s Thematic Fund for Maternal Health. 

You may note that in each of the five approaches, we cannot succeed without effective 

partnerships – particularly with governments of the global South.  We recognize that a foundation 

cannot do everything alone – but we can advance the latest technologies, support research, fund 

model programs, and promote targeted advocacy. 

While our maternal mortality work on the ground in India, Nigeria and Mexico is well along, we 

know there is much more to be done to advance MDG#5.  We want to work with others and are 

very open to advice about how we can help.  We expect to learn a lot tomorrow. 

We have a dream of jumpstarting a rapid decline in maternal mortality ratios.  We expect to 

deepen work in our three focus countries.  We will work with partners to help other countries in 

Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia learn the best maternal health strategies.  We will continue to 

spread the use of the postpartum hemorrhage treatment package but also expand our efforts to 

address eclampsia, which accounts for 12 percent of all maternal deaths.  Solid research has 

shown that the best drug for eclampsia is magnesium sulfate, but barriers need to be overcome 

before its use is widespread:  National governments need to endorse the drug; doctors need to be 

educated on its use; and drug companies need to increase its distribution. 

Working on these two causes of death together – eclampsia and post-partum hemorrhage – could 

drop maternal mortality by over 35 percent.  Think of it: taking on these two very preventable 

causes of death alone would bring us nearly halfway to achieving MDG #5. 

We are not alone among foundations in supporting progress towards the MDG’s.  We chose 

MDG 5; other foundations also work on programs related to the MDG’s, even if some do not see 

their work within the MDG framework. 

 The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the Rockefeller Foundation are supporting 

efforts to boost the yields and incomes of millions of small farmers in Africa. 

 The Hewlett Foundation is combating HIV/AIDS by linking prevention efforts with 

reproductive health services in order to reach more people and address the factors that 

make them vulnerable to infection. 



U N I T E D  N AT I O N S    

 
 N AT I O N S  U N I E S  

PA G E  5  

 

 

 

 The Ford Foundation is working on conservation through integrated approaches that 

combine environmental protection, sustainable resource use, enforcement of legal rights 

and the creation of environment-friendly rural enterprises. 

 And the Nike Foundation, explicitly using MDG #3 on gender equality as a framework 

for their giving, is taking on the major challenges facing girls and women in the 

developing world, including inadequate health services, education access, and economic 

opportunities. 

We will learn more when the Secretary-General meets with the Presidents of the major 

foundations at our annual retreat on May 2.  At that meeting there will be Rockefeller, Ford, 

Carnegie, Gates, Pew, Hewlett, Packard, Sloan, Mellon and more.  Together these foundations 

have assets of more than $115 billion and work in well over 100 countries around the world. 

It will be a golden opportunity to galvanize the top foundations to get behind the MDG’s in a 

more coordinated and determined way.  It will be a chance to rally all foundations around 

Secretary-General Ban’s vision of the MDG’s as “a blueprint to ensure that in a technology-rich 

and prosperous twenty-first century, no human being should be dying of malnutrition … or be 

deprived of education or access to basic health care.” 

I feel we have a responsibility to work with the UN and its member states to make substantial 

progress on the Millennium Development Goals. 

Let the MDG’s be a driving force in a broad partnership between the UN and philanthropy. 

You can count MacArthur to help. 
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Thank you for that warm welcome.   And thank you President Kerim for inviting me to be here. 

It’s always great to be back at the UN because this is where the most important work in the world 

is happening.  

The Millennium Development Goals are a reflection of that work and your commitment.   

If we don’t make progress on the MDG’s, we’re going to have more war and conflict.   Recent 

studies have confirmed what our instincts tell us – peace and poverty have a strained 

relationship.   If we end poverty, the world will be a more peaceful and secure place.     

Ending poverty will also help the global economy.  Any businessman or woman worth their salt 

knows that leaving 30-50 percent of the world’s people out of global trade and commerce makes 

no sense – especially in today’s integrated global economy.   

If we achieve the MDG’s we’ve got a shot to preserve the Earth’s life support systems.    Good 

planets are hard to find and without one, we can pretty much forget about the future.   

Peace, prosperity and pollution provide the rationale for the MDGs and also help explain how 

interdependent we are in the 21st century.   

That’s why the eighth MDG – calling for a Global Partnership for Development – is probably the 

most important.   It reflects the fact that the fates of all people and nations are linked. Unless we 

can help the world’s poor create a better life, no one’s prosperity can be secure. 

In an interdependent world, we all have roles and responsibilities to fulfill.  Donor nations have to 

honor their commitments to provide the support needed to achieve the MDGs.   Seven-tenths of 

one percent of the Gross National Product for development assistance is not unreasonable – in 

fact it should be a donor floor, not a ceiling.    It also is not unreasonable to expect recipients to 

make smart choices, adopt policies of good governance and assure that money is being well 

spent.     

But in today’s world, the global partnership needed to achieve the MDGs extends far beyond 

governments.   We can’t successfully address the world’s great global challenges unless 

businesses and NGOs, philanthropic leaders and the faith community work together.    

Ten years ago, I founded the United Nations Foundation to try and do my part as a businessman 

and philanthropist.   Over the past 10 years, the UN Foundation has emerged as a platform for 
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connecting people, capital and ideas with the UN to help achieve the MDGs.   And we’ve had 

some real success.   

We’ve delivered some $1.2 billion in support of UN causes – and in the process helped to save 

children’s lives, empower women, advance clean energy solutions and harness technology for 

humanitarian and development purposes.   

Over time, we’ve realized that our real value is not in the number or amount of projects we 

start.   Our value is in forging partnerships between business, civil society and the United 

Nations.   When these sectors work together, there’s virtually nothing we can’t do:   

 We have partnered with Rotary International, UNICEF, CDC, the Gates Foundation and 

the World Health Organization to help push polio to the brink of eradication; 

 Our collaboration with the Vodafone Group Foundation is harnessing mobile phone 

technology to help the UN’s humanitarian relief and health efforts;  

 We’re working with the NIKE Foundation, UN agencies and a broad coalition of NGOs 

to raise global priority for the rights and needs of adolescent girls; 

 We’re proud co-founders of the Measles Initiative, a remarkable collaboration with the 

Red Cross, CDC, UNICEF, and WHO that has reduced the African child mortality rate 

associated with measles by 70% over the past six years – ahead of schedule and under 

budget.  

 And through our Nothing But Nets campaign we are working with an unlikely coalition of 

faith communities, the VH-1 television network, the NBA, and Major League Soccer to 

help provide bed nets for malaria prevention in Africa. 

And there are many other exciting examples of public-private partnership – from the GAVI 

Alliance to the Global Water Challenge to the Global Fund for HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria.   All 

of these are sorely needed demonstrations that people of diverse backgrounds, cultures and 

expertise can work together, and that we can succeed in building a better world.    

But to continue and expand on this, we need to set some key priorities that can help advance each 

and every MDG.   

First, we should make it a top priority to empower women and girls.  

Imagine what could be achieved if every woman and girl were allowed to develop to their full 

potential, had equal rights and every opportunity to contribute to their families, their communities 

and their countries.  
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Imagine how maternal, child and family health would improve if women had ready access to 

clean water, reproductive health care and other essential services.  Imagine if every young girl 

completed secondary education and was not forced into a marriage she didn’t understand, wasn’t 

prepared for or never consented to?    

And imagine what kind of world it would be if these educated, healthy women were full 

participants in the social and economic life of their communities. 

Imagine that kind of a world and you can begin to imagine the end of poverty.   

Two weeks ago, one of the UN Foundation staff was in East Africa where a young woman from 

Malawi said:  “If I ran a country we’d meet all the MDGs.”  I’m sure she’s right. We wouldn’t 

need the MDGs if women were in charge, and we can be certain that we won’t achieve them 

unless women are fully engaged in our global partnership to achieve the MDGs. 

My second suggestion is that we prioritize creation of a new energy economy.   We know that we 

can’t achieve any of the MDGs without energy.  Nearly one third of the world’s people have no 

electricity.  More than a million people – mostly women – die every year from breathing wood 

smoke while they’re cooking.  But if we use coal and oil to get them electricity, we’re all going to 

be cooked – literally – from climate change.  We need a global partnership for development that’s 

built around the development and deployment of clean energy technologies.  

If we don’t get a handle on global warming, all of the efforts to achieve the MDGs will be 

compromised – and the people who have contributed the least to the problem will be the ones 

who will suffer the most from its consequences. 

The good news about energy is that investors can see an opportunity.  They poured nearly $150 

billion worldwide last year into renewable energy investments.  I believe they are going to 

transform the world’s energy systems in ways that will help with poverty alleviation and 

economic growth.  Small-scale systems will come down in price and provide the energy that is 

essential for human and economic development, even at village scale.  To do that, we need 

partnerships between governments and entrepreneurs, and between energy pioneers in the North 

and South, to make sure that these new technologies are available and affordable and scaled to 

the needs of developing countries. 

My third and final suggestion is that we find ways to reach out to the world’s great religions and 

engage them even more in advancing the MDGs.   Faith leaders have a long history on the front 

lines of anti-poverty efforts.  These institutions have been feeding the hungry, educating the 

young and healing the sick longer than the UN has been in existence.  And they have a history of 

walking the talk by actively engaging their members in this great moral campaign for justice and 

human dignity.   
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The UN Foundation has partnered with faith communities on a variety of different causes and 

efforts.   Later this month, we will join international faith and development leaders in Washington 

to forge a common agenda for empowering women and girls around the world.  

Today, I am pleased to announce a very special new initiative that we’ve been working on to take 

our malaria prevention efforts to an entirely new level.   This wouldn’t be possible with the 

leadership of the faith community.   And it just goes to show that you’ve got to have faith to build 

a better world. 

I’d like to recognize Bishop Janice Huie of the United Methodist Church and Reverend John 

Nunes from Lutheran World Relief.   Together, we are announcing a new initiative to contribute 

to the internationally-agreed goal of eliminating malaria deaths.  As they have in the past, the 

Lutherans and Methodists are stepping up to provide moral and financial leadership.   They will 

reach out to their combined 25 million members in an effort to mobilize $200 million toward the 

elimination of malaria.   These funds will help eliminate malaria deaths by strengthening health 

systems, supporting the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB & Malaria and advancing the churches’ 

on-the-ground health missions.  

This initiative significantly advances the UN Foundation’s ongoing efforts to forge malaria 

partnerships, such as the Nothing But Nets campaign which has engaged hundreds of thousands 

of individuals and raised over $18,000,000, and our ongoing work with Roll Back Malaria at 

WHO.  And we are proud that the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has supported the 

development of our expertise in building malaria partnerships.  We will harness this expertise to 

help these faith leaders educate the public about malaria, advocate for a global response, mobilize 

funds and link their ongoing mission work with the global framework the UN and others have put 

in place to help eliminate malaria deaths.  

We hope that this new initiative will further demonstrate our commitment to working with you 

and your governments to address the diseases of poverty and realize the MDGs.   Malaria is a 

manifestation of poverty and its elimination will be a manifestation of our combined efforts to 

remove health burdens and allow developing countries to invest in sustainable development. 

Stopping malaria will go a long way toward giving people in all countries new hope and 

confidence that we can succeed in the fight against poverty. 

Hope and progress are the shared human aspirations that link all of us together – regardless of our 

faith, our history, or our circumstances.   And we, as leaders in the public and private sectors, 

have a special responsibility to break down the barriers that stand in the way of hope and 

progress.  

Some say that envisioning a world without poverty is naïve.    I say that accepting a world of 

rampant poverty is cowardly.   Some say that poverty alleviation hasn’t worked.  I say that we 

just haven’t tried hard enough.  Some say that they never heard about progress. I say that they just 

haven’t looked closely:  
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o In the past 15 years alone, the proportion of people living in extreme poverty fell from 

nearly 30% to less than 20%. 

o Smallpox has been eradicated and polio is right behind it. 

o The MDG’s have spurred dramatic progress in global education – more children are in 

school than ever before and the gender gap is slowly being closed. 

o Child mortality has declined globally and dipped below 10 million deaths annually for the 

first time ever. 

o Thanks to family planning programs, people are able to determine freely the number and 

spacing of their children and population growth rates have declined. 

Poverty is on the run and we just need to keep chasing it down.     

On behalf of the UN Foundation and its hundreds of partners – including the leadership of the 

churches with us here today – I pledge to you that we will keep fighting.   

Thank you for being here today and thank you for your commitment and daily work on behalf of 

a better world. 
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