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Mr. Chairman,

My delegation is pleased to have you presiding over our works. We would like to thank the
members of the secretariat present here through you, and the Chairman of the Advisory
Committee for the presentation of their reports.

My delegation endorses the statement made by the Delegation of Bolivia on behalf of the Group
of 77 and China.

Mr. Chairman,

The Cuban delegation would like to refer to the Report of the Office of Internal Oversight
Services, contained in Document A/68/787: “Evaluation of the implementation and results of
protection of civilians mandates in United Nations peacekeeping operations.”

It is known that Resolution 48/218B of the General Assembly in its section 5(a) provides that the
Office of Internal Oversight Services shall exercise operational independence under the authority
of the Secretary-General in the conduct of its duties and, in accordance with Article 97 of the
Charter, have the authority to initiate, carry out and report on any action which it considers
necessary to fulfill its responsibilities with regard to monitoring, internal audit, inspection and
evaluation and investigations. 

Nevertheless, evaluations should be carried out on the efficiency and effectiveness in the
implementation of programs and legislative mandates of the Organization, as is also reflected in
section 5(c) (iii) of the same Resolution 48/218B.

However, and despite the content in the introduction of the Report at hand, my delegation is
interested in knowing more on the reasons that moved OIOS to launch a second Report on this
controversial topic. Does the Office intend to continue issuing Reports on this subject?

Mr. Chairman,

Despite the nobility of the claim made in the Report for a greater protection of civilians, the text
includes highly-questionable and controversial recommendations and value judgments.

Out of respect for the prerogatives and mandates of other UN entities, my delegation believes
that the Fifth Committee should not get involved in the political analysis this Report is raising.
The entities that should deal with the issue of protection of civilians addressed in the Report are
the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations and consequently, the Special Political and
Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee).



Mr. Chairman,

The Cuban delegation is seriously concerned with the approach of this Report and its
recommendations. We share some of the views expressed by the Department of Peacekeeping
Operations and the Department of Field Support, which are contained in Annex 1 of the Report.

On the other hand, we would like to state for the records that our biggest concern regarding the
Report is that it intends to condition the course of action to be followed by peacekeeping
operations to the approach of “responsibility to protect”. From this very moment, we convey that
this conditioning is rejected by the Cuban delegation.

The General Assembly has not agreed on a definition for the concept of responsibility to protect,
let alone has it pronounced on a possible implementation scope and other fundamental questions
that should be defined on that regard. We should never forget that the primary responsibility in
terms of protection of civilians falls on the domestic authorities.

The concept of Responsibility to protect compromises the neutrality of the United Nations and
the very safeguard of the civilian population. The implementation of the concept of
responsibility to protect in the context of peacekeeping operations would blur the line that, in a
well-defined manner, differentiates between a peacekeeping operation and a military
intervention.

The founding principles of peacekeeping operations should not be relegated. Peacekeeping
operations are impartial, should count on the consent of the host nation and the use of force
should not be resorted to unless in self-defense.

Thank you very much.


