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Mr. Chairman,

The delegation of Brazil aligns itself with the statement made by the

representative of Cuba on behalf of the Community of Latin American and

Caribbean States.

I would like to thank the Comptroller, Ms. Maria Eugenia Casar, for

introducing the report of the Secretary-General on the budget for the

United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), for the period
1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014, under agenda item 155. I would also like to

thank the Chairman of the ACABQ, Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, for

introducing the relevant report of the Advisory Committee.

Mr. Chairman,

Last march, in a briefing to the Security Council, Acting SRSG Nigel

Fisher presented a consolidation plan, devised by MINUSTAH, which

provides key objectives over the next three years to strengthen security, the

rule of law, elections administration and institutional modernization in

Haiti. Subject to a number of conditions, the plan foresees the reduction of

the Mission's uniformed strength, with a progressively smaller mission

military footprint in Haiti.

At the occasion, Brazil supported the idea of a consolidation plan that

foresees the conditions for a sustainable transition of the current UN

presence in Haiti, in line with the security situation on the ground.

However, as we have stressed before, if we allow financial needs to dictate

the pace of transition, we will deviate from the responsible and controlled

exit strategy of MINUSTAH to which the Security Council and Haiti's
international partners are committed.



The budget presented by the Secretary-General to us today is cause for

concern as some of its proposals seem to suggest that, contrary to what we

have been cautioning, financial considerations may be playing a decisive

role in the reconfiguration of the Mission.

At a time when the mobility of the forces must be secured, the proposed

reductions in the Missions' air fleet have no correlation with the realities on

the ground. It is even contradictory to the Secretary-General's own view. In

his most recent report .to the Security Council, the Secretary General

underscored the need for MINUSTAH to continue to be able to airlift a

quick reaction force to remote areas in support of the national police as it

withdraws its military presence from these regions.

Moreover, the proposal to reduce the civilian staff of the Mission beyond

the number of positions approved in the context of post-earthquake surge

capacities  seems to anticipate and prejudge the evolution of the

consolidation plan.  In fact, the consolidation plan itself puts greater

emphasis on tasks to be performed by the civilian component of the

Mission, such as assistance in strengthening the rule of law institutions and

local administration, as well as in advancing key reforms in areas such as

human rights, prison administration and border management, among

others.

Mr. Chairman,

Brazil strongly opposes the adoption of efficiency measures at the expense

of the safety and security of those in the mission. The proposed withdrawal

of the remaining fixed-wing aircraft without having a viable alternative

arrangement in place is a clear demonstration of how financial

considerations have been given priority above all other aspects. We urge

the Secretariat to refrain from measures such as this in MINUSTAH as

well as in any other mission.

Mr. Chairman,



As the level of forces is being reduced, fostering a peaceful and stable

environment becomes an even stronger imperative. Alongside efforts to

strengthen national capacities, it constitutes a key factor in ensuring a

successful transfer of security responsibilities to the Haitian authorities.

In Haiti, Community Violence Reduction programs and Quick Impact

Projects have proved to be critical and effective tools to foster sustainable

peace and security. They are key stabilization and consolidation tools,

which will become ever more important as the military footprint of the

mission is reduced, including in the context of the progressive transfer of

security responsibilities from MINUSTAH to the Haitian National Police.

They also have a direct link to the Mission's ability to dialogue with the

local population. Ensuring that they are adequately funded and that they

continue to be fully implemented must be an integral element of a

sustainable consolidation strategy.

Brazil welcomes the significant increase in the number of local vendors for

MINUSTAH, in response to previous requests of the GA, and trusts that

Mission will make further efforts in this regard.

Mr. Chairman,

We would like to reiterate our strong support for MINUSTAH and to stress

our longstanding position that peace will only be achieved if we

simultaneously address issues of security, national reconciliation, and

development with social justice. Hasty reductions in the Mission's budget,

constraining its ability to implement its mandate, can have negative

consequences on the success of the Mission's reconfiguration. We call

upon all delegations in the Committee to continue to support MINUSTAH

during its consolidation phase, so that the Mission's achievements in

supporting the Haitian Government and people can become a sustainable

foundation for Haitian stability and development.

Thank you.




