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Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

It is an honour for me to address this august Assembly on behalf of the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of The
Bahamas. Our Government reaffirms its commitment to the 2001 and 2006 Declarations on HIV/AIDS. The
Bahamas also aligns itself with the statement made by the distinguished Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis on
behalf of the Caribbean Community.

Mr. President,

I thank the Secretary-General for his comprehensive report. Some may say that the three zero goals are unrealistic
and unachievable by 2015. We can not afford to be skeptical about what we must achieve if we are to save future
generations.

Mr. President,

The Bahamas HIV/AIDS program is now 25 years old and has had many successes. I am pleased to report that last
year, no child was born in The Bahamas infected with HIV and that the AIDS mortality rate is declining since the
introduction of universal access to antiretroviral therapies in 2001. Nonetheless, while we celebrate our successes,
we recognize that challenges remain, including our efforts to give greater priority to prevention endeavours.

Successive Governments of The Bahamas have directed significant resources toward strengthening the country's
national health care system and controlling the HIV epidemic. We must not allow national, regional, or global
economic conditions to deter our efforts to achieve zero new infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related
deaths.

In The Bahamas, the epidemiological profile is showing a shift with HIV disease occurring in the younger population.
Our 2009 Knowledge, Attitude, Perception and Behaviour (KAPB) study identified vulnerabilities among adolescents
15 to 19 years of age. The study showed that emancipated youth are challenged to access health services. To
counter this situation, new legislation would permit health care providers to treat these underage youth, not
accompanied by a parent or guardian, who seek care for sexually-related issues. Findings also show that prevention
efforts must target those most at risk and marginalized groups, who do not seek health care services.

There is growing poverty among infected and affected youth, orphans, mothers and their families. This requires
greater resource mobilization from and by all stakeholders. There is a need for continued investment in high quality
sexual and reproductive health services for all ages, and for empowerment of girls and women to become their own
advocates for change.

Mr. President,

Reshaping our national response requires urgent support for innovation and new technological developments that are
affordable and accessible to those with opportunistic infections, in particular tuberculosis. In The Bahamas, there is
a growing challenge to sustain financing for an increasing number of infected individuals who need second and third
line antiretroviral drugs, as well as those with multidrug resistant tuberculosis.

New technologies are also needed for diagnostics, microbicides, vaccines and other modalities, including Tele-
medicine, to effectively expand coverage and to deliver preventative and curative services to communities throughout
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our archipelago. Prevention messages and public awareness campaigns require greater use of social media and
local social events.

The Bahamas' successes could not have been achieved without the support from our partners - the Pan American
Health Organization, the World Health Organization; the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS; and other
international partners, including the University of Toronto - Sick Kids Hospital; the Clinton Foundation; and PEPFAR;
as well as our regional institutions, including the Pan Caribbean Partnership against HIV and AIDS (PANCAP). I wish
to thank them all for their support

Mr. President,

The HIV/AIDS epidemic is now 30 years old and we need renewed leadership, including greater involvement of
young people. With this in mind, The Bahamas' delegation includes our representative to the Caribbean Youth
Assembly. We also need expanded comprehensive services, greater attention to the many social determinants and'
a strengthening of the health system for all.

Mr. President,

To achieve the goals of zero infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related deaths by 2015, we in The
Bahamas are on a journey. We recognize how challenging it will be to get there but we are determined to do so. In
the words of our motto, we will continue to forge ahead - "Forward, Upward, Onward, Together".

Thank you.
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